BOOTED EAGLES BREEDING AND DIET RECORDS FROM BRUKKAROS CRATER 2009
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Two young Booted Eagles photographed near their nest site in the Brukkaros Crater, 28 Aug 2009 (RE Simmons)
Booted Eagles (Aquila pennatus) that are resident and breed in South Africa and Namibia belong to the subspecies minisculus. An estimated 702 prs occur in South Africa but only one known breeding site exists for this species in north-central Namibia. This remains the only record for this species from Namibia and egg-laying occurred in June - 3 months earlier than in South Africa where large raptors generally breed earlier. Here we confirm the breeding of Booted Eagles from a second site, in the Brukkaros crater in southern Namibia in August 2009. Two recently fledged pale-morph young were photographed on the western scarp of the crater wall giving a laying date even earlier in May. A sample of 20 pellets collected below the roost tree revealed that Striped Mice (Rhabdomys pumilio) dominated the diet. This allows us to assume that small mammals are their principal prey and may provide a clue to their early breeding.

The good rains experienced in southern Namibia in 2009, occur later here than in other parts of Namibia (e.g. April-May); this may have promoted high small mammal abundance in response to the huge grass seed bank that resulted. We suggest that Booted Eagles breed earlier in Namibia to coincide nestling provisioning with this rapid increase in small mammal (and bird) prey.  This and the presence of water in the heart of the crater may explain the presence and unusually early breeding for this species in southern Namibia.                     R.E. Simmons, G. Avery, D.M. Avery [sent to P and M Bridgeford for Namibia Raptor News]
