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Botswana saws off horns to save rhinos from poachers
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Botswana began removing the horns from its rhinos and moving them away from the

iconic Okavango Delta as an unprecedented poaching crisis threatens their survival in the

country.

The government said that at least 56 of the animals had been killed by poachers in the

past two years, marking the worst onslaught since Botswana’s black rhino population was

wiped out in 1992 and the number of white rhinos dropped to just 27.
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The government said that at least 56 of the animals had been killed by poachers in the past two years, marking the

worst onslaught since Botswana’s black rhino population was wiped out in 1992 and the number of white rhinos dropped

to just 27. Picture: iStock/ AOosthuizen
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The horns are smuggled to the Far East where they are believed to cure cancer and other

illnesses.

The message that rhinos have been dehorned must be spread far and wide

Mmadi Reuben

Dehorning, an exercise in which the horns are removed using chainsaws to render the

animals valueless to illegal hunters, will “combat poaching and safeguard the future of this

species”, the Botswana Ministry of Environment, Natural Resources, Conservation and

Tourism said in a statement. Tourism accounts for a fifth of the country’s economy.

The size of Botswana’s rhino population is a closely guarded secret. Official documents

show that there were 153 white rhinos living in the wild by 2014, while private reserves had

some black rhinos.

An additional 87 rhinos were brought in last year from South Africa. Analysts say the

number of rhinos in the delta, where almost the entire wild population lives, has dwindled

to a handful.

Crime syndicates

The Okavango Delta, a vast wildlife sanctuary and Botswana’s biggest tourist attraction, is

under threat from crime syndicates which use the waterways and the lack of border

patrols to hunt rhinos.

Previous wildlife intelligence indicated that poaching was led by liberation war veterans

from Namibia and Zimbabwe who had ties to Asian networks.

The dehorning programme will be accompanied by increased anti-poaching operations,

said Mmadi Reuben, the principal veterinary officer of the department of wildlife and

national parks.

“The message that rhinos have been dehorned must be spread far and wide,” he said in a

video distributed on social media by the government this week. – Bloomberg

Delivering the 
news you need

+27 11 713 9001

news@citypress.co.za

www.citypress.co.za

69 Kingsway Rd, Auckland Park

Related Links

Covid-19: Botswana Parliament endorses 6-month state of emergency

Voting Booth

Government has decided to ease

regulations and allow restaurants,

beauticians, cinemas, theatres, casinos

and hairdressers to operate under level

3

Vote Results

Previous Results

MONEY

MAKEOVER

Special project

Newsletters

On a Point of Order

If it's analysis and politics you're

after, then this is the newsletter for

you. It's the best of City Press,

delivered to your inbox every

weekday

Choose a newsletter

They also need to work

It’s still dangerous

End lockdown totally

Turning a business cash flow

positive

14 Jun 2020

Create extra income with a

side gig

02 Jun

Owning a home can be more

pricey than you think. Here

are the ‘hidden’ costs

29 May

Sign up for FREE Sign InNews24 | OLX | Property24 | Careers24 | Superbalist

https://www.facebook.com/citypress.co.za
https://twitter.com/City_Press
https://www.linkedin.com/company/141841/admin/
https://www.instagram.com/city_press/
tel:+27 11 713 9001
mailto:news@citypress.co.za
https://www.citypress.co.za/
https://city-press.news24.com/News/covid-19-you-can-still-get-your-city-press-20200320
https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/covid-19-botswana-parliament-endorses-6-month-state-of-emergency-20200409
https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/missing-or-unaccounted-for-tribal-billions-20200325
https://www.news24.com/citypress/voices/horns-belong-on-rhinos-20191004
https://www.news24.com/citypress/vote
https://www.news24.com/citypress/special-report/moneymakeover
https://www.news24.com/citypress/special-report/moneymakeover
https://www.news24.com/profile/newsletters
https://www.news24.com/citypress/special-report/moneymakeover/turning-a-business-cash-flow-positive-20200614
https://www.news24.com/citypress/special-report/moneymakeover/create-extra-income-with-a-side-gig-20200602
https://www.news24.com/citypress/special-report/moneymakeover/owning-a-home-can-be-more-pricey-than-you-think-here-are-the-hidden-costs-20200529
https://www.news24.com/auth/signup?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/botswana-saws-off-horns-to-save-rhinos-from-poachers-20200618
https://www.news24.com/auth/signin?returnUrl=https://www.news24.com/citypress/news/botswana-saws-off-horns-to-save-rhinos-from-poachers-20200618
https://www.news24.com/news24
https://www.olx.co.za/?invite=%20news24-za_news24-footer&utm_source=news24-za&utm_%20medium=free&utm_content=%20news24_footer&utm_%20campaign=news24-footer
https://www.property24.com/
https://www.careers24.com/
https://superbalist.com/

