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The escala�ng killing of rhinos in the Okavango Delta which has forced government to invest resources to protect them has exposed
lions to danger as they have become a target for poachers.

An intelligence report has warned that if not addressed the poaching of the lions might see their number dwindling. Informa�on
gathered by this publica�on has indicated that the burgeoning trade in lion bones in Asia and the United States of America has
created an appe�te for poachers to target lions from Botswana.

SEE ALSO: (/)
The lucra�ve business which is said to be booming has led to lions being smuggled from Botswana to South Africa mostly through
Namibia. Most of the lions are poached within the Kgalagadi area where patrol is said to be not intensified as the an�-poaching unit
are now concentra�ng on the Okavango Delta figh�ng the rhino poachers.

This is said to have made it easier for the poachers to smuggle lions to South Africa through ungazeted areas.

SEE ALSO: (/)
Some farmers in the Gantsi area are alleged to be involved in the illicit trade of the lion bones which are smuggled to South Africa,
which is the world’s largest legal exporter of lion bones, which in 2017 established an annual export quota for lion skeletons derived
from cap�ve breeding facili�es. They set the quota of 800 lion skeletons, with or without the skull. The quota was raised to 1,500 in
2018 but then reduced it back to 800 following public outcry. 

Lions in the wild
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