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A S'ltUDY Ol' l 'Hil I j IOLOGY OIr Tt{!,. PALII CH,\N'|I}IG GOSH;\uII{

(Ue t i e rax  canorus  )  . (R  t65  )  t J  s l rA / i iA r t ru IA - (z)

D r o  H . C "  : 3 i i 1 g s ,  h i n r l h o e k

T r a v e l l e r s  i n  S \ r i A  m r r s t  a t  s o m e  t i m e  o r  a n o t h e r  h a v e  n o t . i c e d  t h i s

c o m m o n  J . a r g e  b l u e - g r e y  h a w k  ; r e r c h e d  o n  z r  t e l e p h o n e  p o l e "  T h i s  i s

a  b i r d  a b o u t  w h i c h  s r r r p r i s i n g J - y  l . i t t l e  i s  k n o W n o  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,

l e s s  t h a n  l J  n e s t  r e c o r d  c a r c i s  h a w e  b e e n  f i 1 1 e d  i n  f ' o r  t h e  w h o l e

o f  S W A r  a n d  a p a r t  f r o m  a  f e r v  i n c i d e n t a l  n o t e s  v e r ) , r  ] . i t t l e  h a s

b e e n  p u b l i s h e c l  i n  S o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  o n  t h i s  b i r c t o  W h v  i s  t h i s ?  O r -

n i t k r o l o g , i s t s  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  b i r c l  m a y  b e  d i f f l i c u J . b  t o  s t u d y

f o r  v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  a n d  t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  r v o r k e r s  m a y  h a v e  b e e n

p u t  o f f "

l u l y  w i f e  a n c l  I ,  a s s j - s t e c l  b y  M r .  E .  l ' r e y e r ,  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  f a r m

C l a r a t a l - ,  o n  w h i c h  t l .  e  s t u d y  i s  b e i n g  c o n c l u c t e c l  ,  h a v e  f o r  3  y e a r s

been  mak ing  a "  s rna l - J .  number  o f  bas i c  reguJ .a r  obse rva t i ons  on
r ? C k r a n t i n g  G o s h a w k s r t o  O u r  p l a n  o f  a c t i o n  i s  a s  l ' o . L  l o r r S  i

2 / '  t  .  o  o  o  .  o  i ,  .  o
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a t t e m p t i n g  t o  m a r k  a l l  C l r a n t i n g  G o s h a w k s  o n  t h e  f a r m  w i t h

c o l o u r  r i n g s  o f  d . i f f e r e n t  c o l n b i n a t i o n s ,  t o  e n a b l e  i n d i v i -

d u a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  T o  d a t e  L 5  o f  . r r r  e s t i r n a t e c l  t o t a l  o f

20  b i - rds  o r1  t t r e  f a rm  (numbers  now reduced  i n  c l r ough t )  have

been  r : a r ked  I

t o  r e s i g h t  a n d  m a p  m a r k e c t  b i r ' : l s  o n  a  r e g u l a r  b a s i s ,  l ' ' I i t h

t h e  a . i d  o f  o r n i t h o l o g i c a l  t e l e s c o p e s  t h e  r i n g s  a r e  r e a d

i n  t h e  f i e l d  w i t h  r e . - i s o n a b l e  s u c c e s s .  S i g h t i n g s  a r e  m a p p e d

on  a  g r i d  sys tem rv l i i ch  has  been  d rawn  up  fo r  t he  f a rm .  Th j - s

o n a b l o s  r l s  t o  d o t e r n i - n e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l i m i ' u s  a n d  f a v o u r c d

h u n t 1 n g  a r e a s ;

t o  f o J . l o w  o n  f o o t  C h a n t i n g  G o s h a w k s  ( p " . f e r a b l y  r n a r h e d  o n e s )

a s  s o o n  a s  t h c ' y  a r e  s i g h t e d  a n d  f o r  a s  l o n g  a s  b h c .  b i r d  c a n

b e  r r t r a c k e d r r .  f n  t h i s  w a y  a  b a n k  c f  d a r i l y  a c t i - v i - t y  d a t a  i s

d r a w n  u p s  i n d i c a t i n g  f o r  i n s t a n c e  t h e  p e r i o d s  i n  t } . e  d a y r

w h e n  t h e  b i r d s  a r e  m o s t  a c t i v e  h u n t i n g ,  a n d  a n y  s e a s o n a l

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a c t i v i t y  p a t t e r n s .  F o l l o w i n g  t h e  b i r d s  i - s

c h a l J - e n g i n g ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i n v o l v e s  a  c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  o f  s k i l - l

i n  p red i c t i ng  w l re re  t o  f i nd  t k rom a rnd  wha t  tY t ' e !  r nay  do  nex t .

T t  a l s  o  i n v o l v e s  p e r i o d s  o f  r r ' a l - k i n g ,  p e r i o d s  o f  s  i t t  i n g

and  mak ing  obsc rvz r t i ons r  and  bo r i ng  pc ' r i ods  l + l t en  f o r  hou rs

n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  h a p p e n s  b u t  o n e  h a s  t o  k e e p  w a ' b c h i n g .  O n

t h e  r v t r o l e  t h i s  f o r m  o f  o b e r s e r v a t i o n  i s  v e r y  s a t i s f y i n g  a s

a  h o b b y r  a n d  t h e r e  n e v e r  s e e m s  a  s i l o r t a g e  o i '  p e o p l e  p r e p a r e d

t o  r r f o l l o w  a  C h a n t e r r t  t o  s e e  w i : a t  i t  c i o e s ;

t o  k e e p  c a r ' e f u l  r e c o r d s  o f  t m n t i n g  i - - - c t i v i t i e s r  i n o s t  o f  t h i s

d a t a  b e i n g  g e n e r a t e d  d u r i n 6 ;  t h e  a b o - i z e  r t w a t c h L e s t r .  ' T h e  m o s t

i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  r e c e i v i n g  a - t t e n t i o n  a r e :

v a n t a g e  p o i n t s  a n d  t h e i - r  s u c c e s " s  f o r  t l  e  h u n t i n g  b i r d .

p e r c e n t a g e  s u c c e s s f u l / u n - s l l c c e s s f u l  s t r i i < e s  .

ac tua l  hun t i ng  t ochn iqueo  l t r e  c f t en  f i nd  t r ' r o  b i rds  hun -

t i n g  t o g c t k r e r ,  o n e  e v i d e n t l y  c h a s i n g  n  J . i z a r d  o u t  f r o t n

u n d e r  a  b u s h ,  a n o t h e r  o n e  p o u r r c i n g  o n  t h e  p r e y .

p r e ) /  i t e m s  a n c t  t h e i r  r e l a t i - v e  i i n p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  d i e t

c f  I ' C h a n t c r ' s r r  i n  t h i s  a T a a .

t o  s t u c i y .  b r e e d i n g  i r a b i t s  (  s c e  b e l o r s  w i r y  t h i s  h a s  n o t  b e e n

l l o s s i b l e  )  .

r\ FEll PRtrLfi.iINA,\Y .'iI!SULTS

S i n c e  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  s t u d y  I  y e a r s  a g o  ( j r , . t  w t t e n  t h r e  d r o u g i t t

w a s  b e c o r n i - n g  s e r i o u s ) ,  n o  b r e e d . i n g  h a r s  t a k e n  p l a c e  o n  t h e  s t u d y

f a r m ,  t h i s  f a o t  b e  j - n g  t h e  n o s t  i n p o r t a n t  f i n d i n g  i n  t h e  s t u d y

s o  f  a r  i t  w o u l c l  s e e n  t o  i r n p l y  t h a t  o n l y  l i m i t e d  b r e e d i n g  o f

t h i s  spec ies  t : r Les  i r J -e rce  i n  t } . e  C ry  cyc les  and  t } . a t  t he  rave rage

ages  o f  b i r ds  i n  any  g iwen  yea r  r . vou l c l  depend  l a rge l y  on  the

t i r r r i n g  o f  p r e v i o u s  w e t  c y c l e s .

I { h i l e  m a n y  o t h e . r  s p e c J - e s  o f  t h e  t r i - r d s  o f  p r e y  r " r e r e  o t t s e r v e d  t o

c l rop  sharp ly  in  numbers  dur i -ng  t l ' r c  rJ rought  (a  t ; r l k  on  th is  was

^ /
) /  .  , .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  a
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pl j,rreu rit i : ir, irLl<opmtrnci. (l ontlr. 'c s :; j

r r o tod  to  c l r . < ;1 ;  - r l - t - . s i s  s t ) ve f  l : 1 . i .  L rL  f ' ac  i ;  o11  , ; l r c  s tuCy  f ' 1 l r r i l  t he

nu l : t bc . r s  o f '  t rC l i r r , n te rs r t  s ta \ ; u - r l  l i o r l ( , )  o r  l - ess  cons  tan t  f r o i n  l - i r t e

L { )7 ' ; )  ' bh rou61 } r  
t . i 1 l -  ca r ] - i r  1 : . r i l  2 .  A f ' t t - - r  t h i r s  1>c r i . od  t h r t re  i \ i as  eL

sha r i :  c i r op  i n  pop t i l - ; : b  i , r n  l i i l . r b ' e  r ' , . i  .  J  j r i r  r : t , r na i l i i i - r . g  J - . . r t  u t i t i sed

met in l y  o iaG co r l t e r  c . l { '  i . . i i e  f ' : r r i n  r . , " i ; i c . i i  r ecc i j - r ' cd  ? t  1 i t t 1e  more

ra in .  I r r obab l y  r r  ( )  t -  s  i r r c : c  I , . ) 33  i i r : ;  b l t c  Chan1 ,  i r i g  ( :  os l l a l r k  po t r )u -

l . r  b i on  l t cen  so  scv< : - r - l l 1 -  c i r . ,  i - l c r r r . j ' ec l -  i >y  i l : r ' r , , i i ; ) r i ;  ,  e r t c l  r , - e  l ook

f  omvarc l  t o  l i ' i r - '  o r l sa )  i  l ; 1  ' v i i , ' t 1 :o r '  
] , ( - , a1 , '  5  r c l i e - ' r r  I r . e  c t . ; l ( ?c -c  t he  v i t can t

t e r r i t o f  i - c s  t  o  b r :  r c c ( . ; - L o l t i s c ' < l  : t ; ' r i i  t ; r , e < , . c i i t r | ;  t  o  r , . , j c o m m e n c e .

Anothei -  cur i  or- rs  , [  i .nc i i r ip ;  i ; 'a : r  - f  
iL : , .  1 . ,  in  o j - : ( ]  t ; r t r - r i tory a qroul - , )  o f

3  a d u l t  b i r d s  (  2  r r i a l e : s  i r - l i r i  : r  f ' e n r i . l - e  )  . " , r " .  s o c n  t o  h u n ' i ,  a t l d  p e r c h

toge t i i e r  r oguJ . ; l r l i , .  , , I r 1 r - l p - ; ' . i . i t g  i ' ' r o r : l : - ,  J i l r i 1 , r , ,  ' . 1  i n l l L t c r  o f  o the r

o .bse rv i ' r t i o I . r s  o f  e j r ou l ) : i  r > I '  i i l o r c )  l h i . l n  2  i t du f  t  b  j - r t l s  
,  t h i s  ac t  i v i t y

m:t -y  fcr t i i  perr t  o f  :1r l  ( )ocars i  c- r ; r ; r - i  - . - r - - , . i t ioa1 l - .chr-v iour :  p; - r t te in in

Chan t i ng  Gos l , awks ,  t ho  1 t , i  6 ;  ( f uos  t i on  be i -ng , -  vhz . " t  : adva r l t age  the

g roup  ga ins  f r c l i r  t i i i . q  t r i  : . . r r g ; r r -L : ' . r  . i - < - . 1 ; . . i t i ons i i i p .

Norr' t i iat 1\i(:) l<tt.o' ln- bc. i; (, ei ' t o t i l

t  ime on . rL i r  harrc ls  ,  o l . t . i '  : '  tuc iy

a t  l ead  se t t t - r a l -  4 to ro  ] ' c : t l l : , ;  i ; i

o n  r , v h e t h r e r  I ; J t e i '  . l r e  c l i J l f - L c u 1 t

t h i n k  n o t  -  ' b i - r i s  
i s  j r r s t  : l r r o t

g o o c l  - r l o s s i b i l i L i c s  
f c > r  . s t r r c l y

<; i , : ,1<- :  t ; ' r i l l  1r r r . r  j<- rc  L anci  harre n lore

r r ' - 1  1 1  i n t e r L s i f ' y ; u l c l  s h o u l c i  p r o v j - c i e

: i l r : :  orb. i r r5;  : l  t  udy ,  : ' rJrd our  op in i  on

t < ;  s t u r l ' y  . . . . . . . ' l v e J . J - r  w e

I t t - ' - t , '  cx. :Lmi . r le  t ; - [ '  i : ,  b i rd of ' fer ing

l l  Ld  yc  |  : r . l , n ros  t  un t  c l uched  .

f n c i r f  e : r t : r i  1 r ' , j ] o r t n l  b  i . ' o i r  i ? r i i ) c r c : i , l , l  f  j '  r . i 1 1  ; ' 1 ' 6 1  e d i n g  i ' , t l d  h u n t i r r g

o f  Cha l r t i r rg  i ; ' i l  511  ; " . r , r . ks  
"  

r \ i . i1 l  l . t c  i t io : ] ' i ,  i \ : . )1c 'J ln t i  )

D r ;  I - 1  . C .  i l l G ( ; S i l l c . , x  : 2 O l : l O ,  ' . ' . i  r r r . i l ' . o c k ,  ' | c 1 .
37 at : \L+
t ' 39  cB

( r ' i )
( H )

Die  i (e inar . r i i : - r11- " ' i - rp :6 r  -Lzucr i i t  r i t - : r '  : r -L  .

i - i i l t ten ] -eu t t> .
I tdr r . r  as i - r r - ' . r i ;er  .3e lg-  uncl
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Das  l j ehan t r t l r e r c i c r r  t i c r  l l r : r i ' ; . s  i , , r r i 1 ,  ha t t o  l r i r ) i  t t r i t c :  l i onse r l uonzen .

t r i n  a l t e l  l / , i i c l l ' t ;  c - , r ' r  i : l e r r s l r r l  \ , i i l ' . r ; r  i  c l .  i l i c l i i ,  ; i ' i ' i r i l c r ] r e r ]  kann ,  be -

sc .L r i eb  c l i e , sc  r r  L i - .  f ' o - l ; . t i -  z  r r  1 ' , L r s  r i < : i t o : ; 1 , . ,  1 '  I l ' , - r r - ! i c  c i l t cn  l l i i ch te r ,

H i i nc i l e r  unc l  i - i e ' i . r i r ab t : r '  he  r ' ; ; c i ,  sc l . - e  L r t , e i r  n . i  c l l h  d ie  t r e t r? i ch t J .  j - c t r -en
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J . i chen  i : . nc l re r : , r s ;bc rgc r -n  i . ; i g ;e I i : i n€ l  i l € rn  r : : : r t z i i c l <en r l en  Gese rngsda rb ie -

tungen  i h re r  l i : r r r n r i < ,n  z r l  l . i r r r sche :n  r -u r r - l  sch l : Less l i ch  i h re  D ink i i u -

f e  z a  5 e  s o f  g e r l  ,  "  L ' i o  V o r . l i i i - l  L n - i  s s o  v o n  c i a r n a l s  i l e r r j e n  i r :  a u f s c k r l u s s -

re i c .he r  i dc i se  c l u r c l i  c i i c , r  A l - . r r t : ch i rung  e incs  - l \ . r lC ro . l sbe r .ge r  Z i i ch te rs

a u s  C e m  , - T a L i r  t S ' t 7  l . t , l , ' u s f  i , e ' u .  h ' i - r  v o r : c l a n l < e n  . - . ; i t :  l r r .  G ? i r t n e r
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