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] l Postal Address: PO Box 997154 Maerua Mall, Windhoek
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Excel Dynamic Solutions

xperts ProjectMa

Email: info@edsnamibia.com Web: www.edsnamibia.com

13 May 2022

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES:

ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT (ESA) FOR THE PROPOSED PROSPECTING &
EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES ON EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENCES(EPLs) NO. EPL 7166, 7181,
7324, 7675, 7676, 7781 & 7794 LOCATED NEAR GROOTFONTEIN, OTJOZONDJUPA, NAMIBIA

Date: Friday, 13 May 2022
Time: 09h00 — 10h26

Venue: Agriculture Show Hall

The Public Consultation Meeting was attended by eight (8) people, including two Environmental
Consultants and one Archaeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS) and a representative
from Resource Five Hundred Namibia (Pty) Ltd (Proponent). - Please refer to the attached attendance

register.

COVID-19 REGULATIONS ADHERENCE

To ensure that the meeting, as a form of gathering complies with the COVID-19 Regulations, the attendees

wore face masks and the chairs were set up in a way that social distancing between the people is observed.

INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS

The meeting was officially opened by Mr. Phillip Andrews from Resource Five Hundred Namibia (Pty) Ltd.
He expressed gratitude to everyone in attendance for making time to attend the meeting. Mr. Phillip
Andrews also explained shortly what the overall aim of the project is and how it will aim to benefit the

community and country at large.
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Introducing the project, Mr. Phillip Andrews mentioned that new shareholders will have to be brought on
board because the volume for capital is high as Uranium and Vanadium are some of the minerals the

Proponent is interested in.

The meeting attendance register was then circulated for the attendees to write down their names, and
contact details and sign so that they could be added to the list of interested and affected parties (I&APSs)

and receive further information on the ESA process.

MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION
The agenda of the meeting included the following main points:
21 Brief Description of the Project

Mr. Phillip Andrews gave a background presentation (referencing BID) of his project as well as current and
future milestones to be achieved. The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) or ESA and the reason that
the proponent appointed Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), an independent environmental

consultant to carry out the EIA and apply for the Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC).
2.2 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts and Identified Geological Structure

Mr. Andrew further explained on the area selected, The Proponent will be looking at geological trends going
east to west. East of Grootfontein the exploration has been identified little because the sediments of the
Kalahari sands make it difficult for exploration. The contact zone of geological structures where
mineralization can occur, The Proponent have purchased geophysical data from the Ministry of Mines and
Energy (MME), from a geophysical survey that was carried out about 20 years ago around the project area.

It gave certain target points of the physical anomalies that recognized the magnetic qualities of the rocks.

There was an acquisition of data from a remote sensing perspective which captures high and low long and
short waves infrared reflectance. Furthermore, a South African mathematician conducting geological work,
interprets the data of those responses and captures them in a database of minerals, and identifies the

strength of the mineral in the area.

The first step is for a geologist to take soil samples, and the second runs ground geophysics (cutting lines

through the dense vegetation).
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To ensure transparency and that the attendees understand both sides of the proposed project activities,
the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) presented the potential pre-identified potential positive

and negative environmental and social impacts.

2.3 Explanation of what an ESA is, its Process and the Public Role in the Process

Mr. Nerson Tjelos explained to the attendees what the meeting was all about and why they were invited
(with reference to section 21- 24 of the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Mr. Tjelos further explained
what an EIA or ESA is and that the proposed exploration activities are one of the listed activities in the 2012
EIA Regulations of the EMA that cannot be undertaken without an ECC from the Environmental

Commissioner.

24 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session)

Mr. Andrews simultaneously provided the meeting attendees with the opportunity to raise their
concerns/issues and or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded
are presented in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public meeting in Grootfontein, on the 13t of May 2022
Comment/ Commenter name & issue / comment / | Response and name of responder:
issue No. question
1. Mr. Tjelos Mr. Johan Van Heerden has | Mr. Phillip Andrews (PA): You (Nerson) need to email Mr. Johan to ask to
circulated the locality maps and has | communicate with the stakeholders once again about the meeting venue.
communicated with the affected parties that
the venue for the meeting is at Grootfontein
Agriculture Show Hall.
2. Commenter 1: Is the Proponent only going | Mr. PA: The first phase will determine the second phase and so on.
to do the first phase
3. Commenter 2: The letter it says the | Mr. PA: Any work need to be transparent, the Proponent knows what they are

Proponent is going to use the proclamation
road, what is the Proponent going to do
when they move into privately farm owned
road? Affected farmers need to have a
contract with the Proponent to ensure that

damages on farms are addressed.

doing, and know what is wanted from each affected farms.




Comment/

issue No.

Commenter name & issue / comment /

question

Response and name of responder:

Commenter 2:

Due to past exploration activities, cattle
have been lost due to plastic bag pollution
which was consumed by cattle, resulting in
their death. What is the plan for the
Proponent to address this issue? To ensure

this does not happen to our cattle?

Mr. PA: In the exploration work, there have been good changes with respect to
environmental responsibility. Ensuring that mineral wastes and domestic waste
produced on site are managed and disposed of in an environmental manner, and
these are the things The Proponent clearly outlined in the program that The
Proponent would like farmers to be involved in. When work commence with the
geologist, certain amount of assistance will be needed. negotiation with the
affected farmers to employ quality control staff members and others to do the
physical work will be a need. To make sure that affected farmers know what is are

doing on their farms.

Commenter: During the prospecting
phase, certain aspects need to addressed,
in advance. To avoid addressing issues last

minute.

Mr. PA: Once the plan is finalized, the Proponent will communicate with the
farmers that are on targeted areas. The plan takes 3-4 months, we need to budget,
talk to our investors and organize the logistics. There are certain times of the year

when any work should not be done like the rainy season in January.

The other thing is with the work we will be doing, are there any benefits for the
farmers, maybe cutting those lines and cutting the wood can be beneficial for your
local employees as firewood. If we drill boreholes, can they be used as water
holes.




Comment/

issue No.

Commenter name & issue / comment /

question

Response and name of responder:

5.

Commenter: Affected farmers should be
provided with the prospecting program
before a specific phase commences, that
will enable the farmers to manage his own
risks or the impact after that. There should
be an agreed access to control movements
because, that is how farmers lose cattle,
pumps and etc. How will that be negotiated

with the farmers?

There has to be clarity of who accepts
liability, for losses incurred or suffered by
the farmers? Because we do not want to
hear from the Proponent that proof is

needed.

Mr. PA: That was clear. Once we prepare our concept, we will share it with you.

Mr. PA: If something happens, we are to be responsible and we want to have a
long term relationship with all farmers. It would be unrealistic to say prove it to us.
We have contingency plans for everything like properties. For instance, if one of
our employees steals a chicken from one of the farms that would be considered a
criminal case and they will be charged and fired because he/she is damaging my

reputation and the cost of that is higher than the chicken’s.




Comment/

issue No.

Commenter name & issue / comment /

question

Response and name of responder:

6.

Commenter: | had a contract with the last
explorer, they give a certain amount a
month (N$ 5 000) to explore, whether you
come in for one day or 30 days’ a month,
that is for the first phase.

Your document (BID) states that the
exploration workforce will be
accommodated in Grootfontein, will there be

no campsite on the farms?

Mr. PA: Yes, honestly if the farmer had accommodation we will remunerate the

farmers for that.

Nerson Tjelos: Firstly, we would like to
apologize for the venue but nonetheless, we

will organize a follow up meeting.

We will validate the information shared
here, unfortunately this is from the
government ministries, association office
and then prepare an accurate final database
that will be circulated.

Responder: For the sake of clarity, please circulate new maps with correct

information.

Commenter: Send out maps for the East

as well.

Mr. Nerson Tjelos (NT): Noted.




Comment/

issue No.

Commenter name & issue / comment /

question

Response and name of responder:

Ms. Renate: Let me have a list of the farms
on your EPL and I will try to relate the email

addresses to the farms that | know.

Mr. NT: Noted.

Mr. Philip Andrews: What can be done is
to send the maps, license area with farms
in respect of each EPL to make it easier.
label the farms in each EPL and see how

we can contact them.

Mr. NT: Noted. So, we will create individual maps for each EPL and list all the

farms.

Mr. Nerson Tjelos: From the
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
perspective, the proponent is expected to
conduct an EIA before any work is done. It
does not have to be invasive /non-invasive
as long it is for him to get on site and carry
out exploration work, he/she should have an

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC).

Between the Proponent, the Ministry of
Mines & Energy (MME) and Ministry of
Environment, Forestry and Tourism
(MEFT), there is a contract that is signed

called the pro-forma contract; which allow or




Comment/

issue No.

Commenter name & issue / comment /

question

Response and name of responder:

lay out the conditions when the Proponent
conduct exploration activities and such
environmental aspects should be adhered
to. These aspects emanate to form the
assessment being done. The core of the
assessment is the issues raised, example
ground water, and see the extent of the
problem; if anything goes wrong, how long
will it last, i.e. a month and the mitigation

measure to be taken.

In the environmental scoping assessment
(ESA)report, there is always an issue, what
needs to be done by who and when. After
the assessment, there is a document that
we produce which is the Environmental
Management Plan and should always be in
possession of the proponent on site. The
monitoring becomes an issue when the
manager is not taking them serious.

The Environmental Management Act (EMA)
7 of 2007 lays out factors such as dust

pollution mitigations and when it doesn’t




Comment/

issue No.

Commenter name & issue / comment /

question

Response and name of responder:

happen, there is a table stipulating the
consequences. MEFT only grants the
clearance certificate, same as the
Exploration license for only three (3) years.
Furthermore, they require the proponent to
provide an audit or monitoring reports every
six (6) months, which should be done by an
independent consultant and not one of the
Proponent team members. The entire report
process will determine if the Proponent
received a renewal to move on to other

phases.

In the first six month of the project operating
and if the engaged farmers are not happy,
that project can be stopped. The MEFT also
allows the affected parties/farmers to
approach them directly and raise concerns.
You do not have to fight the proponent as
they will send their officials on site.

The Heritage Council also needs a report
on the archaeological and heritage

assessment found on the area, if any.

10




Comment/ Commenter name & issue / comment / | Response and name of responder:

issue No. question

10. Ms. Renate: Your function is to produce a | Mr. NT: There are obvious issues, if we look at the national level —there is a list of
preliminary report which is sent to farmers | areas that are considered negative impacts by MEFT. The government has a huge
to comment but, how do you gather your | interest in analyzing what chemicals are used for exploration activities.

data for the issues? Are you going to visit

the site?

11. Commenter: As long as you state in the | Mr. NT: Noted
report that the farmers are collaborative and
have strict conditions.

Mr. PA: Early September exploration will hopefully begin. The early part of the
First thing you are going to do is you will | rainy season, some light exploration work can be done (Geochemical sampling)
identify where you will explore? September | and no heavy machinery will be used.

is rainy season, so if you want to start it

should be next year May

FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING

Mr. Tjelos thanked the attendees for their crucial input through comments and raising their concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their
comments, concerns and inputs had been noted down for consideration and addressing in the Draft Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA)

Report as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP. He also indicated that the draft EIA will be worked on, shared with all

11



stakeholders for a week, then work on the second last draft before the final report to be submitted to the MEFT. MEFT will not review the report for

14 days to allow interested and affected parties to directly engage the ministry.

Furthermore, Mr. Tjelos informed the attendees that these documents will be made available through emails provided on the attendance register
and the farmer that are not present, their contacts will be retrieved with assistance from the Agricultural Farmers Union and be provided with the
updated documents.

The meeting was adjourned at 10h26
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Excel Dynamic Solutions

(BTY) Lad

Reg. 2010{0817

Public Meeting Attendance Register

PROJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT (ESA) ON EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSES {EPLs) No.
7166, 7781 & 7794 LOCATED NEAR GROOTFONTEIN, OTJOZONDJUPA REGION

Venue: Agriculture Show Hall
Date: Friday, 13 May 2022

Time: 09HO0
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