
EIA Consultation Meeting Minutes 

Date: Saturday, 10 August 2024  
Time: 11:00 AM - 13:10 PM  
Location: Net Zero Industrial Park Project Site, Arandis Townlands, Erongo Region, Namibia 

Attendees: 

• Megameno Hamukwaya, Erongo Consulting Group (ECG), Environmental Consultant 

• Immanuel M. M’kundi, Erongo Consulting Group (ECG), Environmental Consultant 
• Pauline Nyalota, Institute for Impact Sciences & Research Design, Project Assistant 

/ Social Development Specialist 

• Andrew van Schalkwyk (Pr.Eng), ZCN Representative  

Stakeholders: 

o Mike Somseb, Community Member 

o Sharon Guriras, Local tourism operator 

o Anika van Wyk, Interested and Affected Party 

o Arandis Town Council 

o Prudence Negroponte 

o Rupert McDougall 

Meeting Proceedings: 

1. Welcome Remarks 

• Erongo Consulting Group: Welcomed all attendees to the EIA Consultation Meeting for 

the Net Zero Industrial Park. Emphasized the importance of public participation in the 

project's environmental and social impact assessment. 

2. Project Background 

• Erongo Consulting Group / Institute for Impact Sciences and Research Design: 

Provided a brief overview of the Net Zero Industrial Park project, highlighting its key 

objectives and components. The project aims to create a sustainable industrial park 

powered by renewable energy sources, with the Locomotive and Wagon Workshop 

being a key component. The workshop will provide essential maintenance and repair 

services for locomotives and wagons operating in Namibia. 

3. Questions and Answers 

The following are some of the key questions raised by stakeholders during the meeting, along 

with responses from the ECG team: 



Table 1. Questions and Answers 

Question Answer 

 

Locomotive and Wagon Workshop 

▪ What are the potential environmental impacts of 

the workshop, particularly in terms of air 

pollution, noise pollution, and water 

consumption? 

✓ The workshop may generate emissions and noise during construction and 

operation. We will implement mitigation measures such as emissions control 

technologies, noise reduction equipment, and water conservation practices to 

minimize these impacts. 

▪ How will the workshop affect local wildlife and 

biodiversity? 

✓ We have conducted pre-construction surveys to identify sensitive habitats and 

species. We will implement measures to avoid or minimize habitat disturbance 

and implement habitat restoration programs if necessary. 

▪ What are the potential social impacts of the 

workshop, such as job creation and community 

disruption? 

✓ The workshop is expected to create employment opportunities in the region. 

We will work with local communities to address any potential social disruptions 

and explore ways to maximize the project's benefits. 

▪ What measures will be taken to ensure the 

safety of workers and the community during 

construction and operation? 

✓ We will implement strict safety protocols, including emergency response 

plans, to protect the health and safety of all personnel involved in the project. 

 

✓ Solar and Wind Power Facilities 



▪ How will the solar and wind power facilities be 

integrated into the local grid? 

✓ The facilities will be connected to the grid through appropriate infrastructure, 

ensuring a stable and reliable power supply. 

▪ What is the expected energy output of the solar 

and wind power facilities? 

✓ The combined capacity of the facilities is estimated to be up to 150 megawatts, 

providing a significant portion of the park's energy needs. 

▪ What are the potential environmental impacts of 

the solar and wind power facilities, such as land 

use and visual impacts? 

✓ We will carefully select the locations for the facilities to minimize land use 

impacts and address any visual concerns. 

▪ How will the facilities be maintained and 

operated? 

✓ We will have dedicated teams for the maintenance and operation of the solar 

and wind power facilities, ensuring their optimal performance and reliability. 

▪ What are the potential risks associated with the 

construction and operation of the solar and wind 

power facilities? 

✓ There are risks associated with any construction project, such as accidents or 

equipment failures. We will implement safety measures and emergency 

response plans to mitigate these risks. 

 

General Project Questions 

▪ What is the overall timeline for the development 

of the Net Zero Industrial Park, including the 

Locomotive and Wagon Workshop? 

✓ The proposed timeline is as follows: [Insert timeline from previous response] 

▪ How will the project contribute to Namibia's 

sustainability goals? 

✓ The project aligns with Namibia's commitment to renewable energy and 

sustainable development. It will help reduce the country's reliance on fossil 

fuels and promote economic growth. 



▪ What measures will be taken to address 

potential conflicts with existing land uses or 

activities in the area? 

✓ We will conduct thorough assessments and engage with stakeholders to 

address any potential conflicts and develop appropriate mitigation measures. 

▪ How will the project benefit the local 

community? 

✓ The project is expected to create jobs, stimulate local businesses, and improve 

the quality of life for residents in the Arandis region. 

▪ What are the potential long-term benefits of the 

Net Zero Industrial Park for Namibia? 

✓ The project has the potential to position Namibia as a leader in sustainable 

industrial development, attract foreign investment, and contribute to the 

country's economic diversification. 

 

Additional Notes: 

• The meeting lasted approximately two hours and ten minutes. 

• The ECG team assured attendees that the EIA process is ongoing and will continue to involve stakeholder engagement throughout the 

project lifecycle. 

• A summary of the meeting proceedings will be shared with all attendees. 

Conclusion 

The EIA Consultation Meeting provided an opportunity for stakeholders to learn about the Net Zero Industrial Park project, including the Locomotive 

and Wagon Workshop, and express their concerns. The ECG team addressed questions and committed to incorporating stakeholder feedback into 

the project's planning and implementation. 



LIST OF STAKEHOLDERS CONTACTED 

 

Name  Institution  Contacts  

The CEO,  Arandis Town Council ceo@atc.com.na  

+264 (64) 512 403 

The CEO Municipality of Swakopmund  aswart@swkmun.com.na 

The Hon Governor Iitope Erongo Region Annettekapapu90@outlook.com 

Erongo Regional Council – 

Head Office  

Arandis Constituency Arandis 

Constituency 

cro@erongorc.gov.na  

+264 (64) 510 786 

CEO Erongo RED ihanabeb@erongored.com.na 

Chief Regional Officer  Erongo Regional Council – 

Head Office 

+264 (64) 410 5700 

CEO Trans Namib info@transnamib.com.na;  

+264 (0) 81 958 2070 

Executive Director, Nghidinua Ministry of Urban & Rural 

Development 

+264 (61) 297 5200 

 

REGISTERED INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTIES 

Name/s  Contacts   
Ann & Mike Scott 
Swakopmund 

Cell 081 284 5130 

Email ecoserve@iway.na 
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COMMUNICATION FROM INTERESTED PARTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Picture: Picture of Interested & Affected Parties 
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