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TOWNSHIPS ESTABLISHMENT AT OPUWO WITHIN THE 

KUNENE REGION 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (EA) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT (BID) 

1. INTRODUCTION  

The Development Workshop of Namibia, in partnership with the 

Opuwo Town Council and Urban Dynamics, are, planning for two 

new residential extensions within Opuwo. 

The purpose here is to incrementally eliminate the lack of formal 

housing due to the shortage of serviced land, and in doing so, help 

spearhead the President's campaign in eliminating existing shacks in 

Namibia.  By implementing this project and stimulating development 

on a regional level, a delay of the high levels of migration to other 

urban centres such as Ruacana, Okahao, Kamanjab and Outapi is 

expected; where pressure on municipal services and urban land is of the same magnitude or even higher.  Thus, giving 

the immediate environment a chance to recover in the already congested areas. 

2. THE EA PROCESS 

In terms of the provisions of the Environmental Management Act, the environmental practitioner is required to manage 

the assessment of the potential social and environmental impacts, conclude the application process and ensure that the 

general public, the interested and affected parties are afforded the opportunity to comment on the proposed 

intervention. In order to fulfil these requirements, this Environmental Assessment preparation process includes the 

preparation of a database of possible interested and affected parties, the invitation to register as stakeholders, keeping 

of an issue and response register, and circulating all draft and final documents to registered stakeholders.  
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Through this document, we aim to keep the stakeholders posted about the progression of the project and afford them 

the opportunity to further engage and share their comments, issues and concerns with the Environmental Assessment 

team. This Background Information Document (BID) is, therefore, also an invitation to all potentially interested and 

affected parties to register as stakeholders. By doing so, they will receive the documentation related to the  

Environmental Assessment draft as well as the final Environmental Assessment and Environmental Management Plan.  

3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

PROJECT RATIONALE 

Opuwo is the administrative capital of the 

Kunene Region, and the town accommodates 

the majority of the line ministries. This 

encourages the settlement of employees and 

increases the buying power in the town of 

Opuwo. 

Being the largest service centre of the Region, 

Opuwo attracts a number of employment 

seeking residents from the region and beyond. 

The demand for employment exceeds that of 

the provision thereof depending on the type of 

employment sought.  

This increases the town's unemployment rate and its ultra low-income residents. This results in informal 

settlements being created without any formal services, and therefore not conducive to reside in. When 

townships are planned, not enough consideration is given to the ultra low-income residents of the town. It is for 

this reason, DWN intends to provide an opportunity for ultra low-income residents also to obtain security of 

tenure. 

The proposed development intends to, facilitate an adequate supply of residential properties, to serve the 

town's ultra low-income residents and to have service infrastructure installed. This creates a conducive 

environment for the residents to live in.   

Figure 1. The locality Opuwo within the Region 
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LAY OF THE LAND 

The development sites are located at -

18.048023 S, 13.860819 E at Opuwo 

within the Kunene Region. 

The project is situated on Porion B of the 

Remainder of Farm Opuwo No. 1115 and 

Portion Y of the Remainder of Opuwo 

TownlandsNo. 876.  

Portion A is approximately 4.01 ha in 

extend, and Portion Y is approximate 

41.63 ha in extend.  

CURRENT LAND USE 

The proposed development sites are 

currently zoned "Undetermined". Portion 

B is vacant, and Portion Y's site has four 

temporary scattered structure and twenty 

mahangu fields.  

WHAT ARE THE PLANNING OBJECTIVES? 

 To provide for formal housing within Opuwo, the Kunene Region and Namibia, 

 To boost the Kunene Region's economy, in turn increasing the economy of Namibia as a whole; 

 To create a new source of long term capital for the town council which in turn will be an opportunity to 

speed up development in Namibia; 

 To improve the livelihood of Opuwo's citizens as well as create job opportunities; and 

 To efficiently use underdeveloped land. 

  

Figure 1. The locality of the Portions within Opuwo 
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LAYOUT DETAIL  

The layouts will alter the current zoning from undetermined to include Residential-, Institutional-, Business plots 

and Public Open Space. The block's shapes and sizes are illustrated in the figure below. 

The tables below provide a summary of the detailed land-use allocation on the portions, while the mitigated 

detail of the layout is discussed afterwards.  

Figure 2. Opuwo Layouts & Land Use Tables 
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4. ANTICIPATED BENEFITS AND IMPACTS 

Some of the most important benefits of the project are the following: 

 Provision of formal housing; 

 Stimulation of economic development and creation of new development opportunities; and 

 Employment creation during both the construction and operation phases of the project; 

However, some environmental and social impacts can also occur and should be considered and evaluated. 

These include  

 De-bushing of shrubs; 

 Flood risk within parts of the area; and 

 Relocation and compensation of Cultivated land;  

This layout focuses on various land use policy approaches that result in more compact and accessible land 

development, which includes increased land use density (including commercial services in residential 

neighbourhoods, and diverse housing types), increased township accessibility and centricity, and increased road 

and path network connectivity. Another approach was that this layout was designed to be cost-effective, to 

make use of a sufficient amount of land and finally to leave room for flexibility for future development. 

Its biggest asset, we believe, is its ability to empower people affordably. As stressed earlier, the layout also 

aims to reduce social class segregation and to restore the dignity of low-income people. May those who choose 

to live there be treated with dignity and may they prosper through their generations to come.  

  



BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT: TOWNSHIPS ESTABLISHMENT AT OPUWO 

6 Background Information Document: Township Establishment at Opuwo 

 

5. HOW TO BECOME INVOLVED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

Urban Dynamics Africa (Pty) Ltd welcomes any comments and correspondence about this project.  
 

 

Contact us as follows: 

Johann Opperman 

Tel:         (+26461) 240300  

e-mail:     johann@udanam.com 

 

Tresia Amwaalwa 

Tel:          (+26481) 240300 

e-mail:     tresia@udanam.com 

Public Participation is an important part of the EIA process because it 

allows the public to obtain information about the proposed project.  

1. To become involved in this EIA, any interested or potentially 

affected party is herewith invited to register as a stakeholder of 

this project. This should be done by sending an e-mail with your 

detail to heidri@udanam.com.  

2. Once registered, you will receive invitations to all public events 

related to the EIA. You will also receive digital copies of all draft 

reports and final reports produced as a result of this EIA.  

3. You will be invited to comment on any event or any report related 

to the EIA. 

4. You will be informed of the decision by MET as soon as it s 

received.  
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ANNEXURE C.4 

COMMUNITY MEETING MINUTES   



Township Establishment in Opuwo Town  

Opuwo Community meeting  

Date: 03 December 2020 

Venue: On the project site  

Time: 14:00 hours 

 

Agenda  

1. Introduction of the hosts  

2. Introduction of the project 

3. Presentation  

4. Questions/contributions 

5. Conclusion 

 

Meeting Minutes taken by Mr. Otja Semba 

 

1. The team which consisted of representatives from DWN, UDA and the Opuwo Town council 

was introduced by Mr Karui from the town council. Mr. Karui was also the translator of the 

meeting in the local vernacular to ensure that all the participants understand and follow the 

presentation.  

 

2. The project was introduced by Tresia Amwaalwa from Urban Dynamics, who indicated that 

DWN came up with an initiatives to fast track the delivery of affordable land to the ultra low 

income earners in different town in Namibia and finally got into an agreement with the 

Opuwo Town Council to initiate a similar project in the town.  As a result of this agreement 

Urban Dynamics was tasked to design a layout on the site that we are on. as part of the 

approval process a community meeting must be held in order to inform the community of the 

project and obtain their views on social and environmental impacts that the project may have 

on the environment and the residents of Opuwo most specifically the residents living on site.  

 

3. Tresia further provided a presentation based on the BID document that was distributed to the 

participants and the layout plan displayed.  She indicated that the project site will provide 487 

erven of which 455 are residential, 9 erven are for institutions such a crèche and churches, 

and 3 for small business establishments.  She further stated that the sensitive areas 

especially land close to the river were left and preserved by accommodating these areas on 

public open space zoned erven.  She explained that these areas are not to be developed for 

housing or any other purposes rather than to preserve the natural environment and allow 

space for recreational purposes.  As a result of this type of developments and the fact that 

Urban Dynamics have carried out many of similar project, Tresia indicated that there are 



impacts that are expected to occur at different stages of the project development.  Some of 

the impacts include, de-bushing of shrubs, flood risks within some parts of the site.  She 

further mentioned that there are not only impacts expected from the project there are several 

benefits that the project will bring forward, she mentioned before that the benefits for this 

project is the provision of formal housing, stimulation Opuwo town’s economic, and job 

opportunities during different stages of development.   

 

4. Tresia concluded her presentation by saying that usually the people residing on site or in 

close proximity to the site know more about the site that can assist in the development 

process of the site.  Therefore, she asked the community members to indicate possible social 

and environmental impacts that the community believe will result if this project is to be 

implemented.  

 

5. The following are questions asked by participants and responses given during the meeting. 

 Who can apply or land within the project area?  Everyone can qualifies, 

however a formal application must be submitted to the town council. 

 Can the neighbouring settlement tap into the bulk infrastructure to be 

constructed in the new project site?  It is up to the town council to approve the 

connection to neighbouring settlements, and mostly connections are done to planned 

areas and no illegal connections will be expected. 

 What happens to the existing residents on the site that settled in that area 

before this project?  Most of the existing structures are accommodated on the 

during the layout plan.  They will have to register with the town council in order to be 

formally allocated an erf.  Residents were also reminded the people that are currently 

residing on site have been mapped and are know, therefore, if there is anyone that is 

planning to establish a structure on site in order to benefit from this project will not 

be considered or compensated.  

 Is the project solely for low income earners or other income groups also 

welcome to apply?  The project is for low income residents even though other 

income groups can also apply, priority will be given to low income earners.  

 What is the time frame to complete this project and why is town council 

giving more priority to this project?  DWN’s main objective is to deliver erven in 

the shortest possible time and thus, as the implementation agency they wish to have 

erven ready for beneficiaries as soon as possible.  As a result of all the different 

institutions that form part of this project implementation the project can be finalised 

in the next two years, depending on progress from all other institutions.  

 One community member requested that the inhabitants be given a priority in the 

proposed project.  



 Another community member also requested the Opuwo Town council to work 

together with the community in order to combat the land grabbing and 

encroachments in the area for a more efficient process.   

 

6. In conclusion, Tresia asked, the community members if there is anything else that need to be 

relooked at be it with the layout or establishment process, as well as if there is anything 

related to the community or the environment that is important for this project.  No responses 

were received community members gave a go ahead with the project.  as a result the 

meeting was adjourned at 16:35. 

 


