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Project Overview 
 

 

TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd is a registered Namibian company, which ventures in the 
Import and Export Trade Operations that mainly entails the transportation, handling and 
storage of fuel and mineral commodity.  
 
In particular to this assessment, TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd intends to up-grade fuel 
storage capacity at the TransNamib Ausnek Depot at Aus in the ǁKaras Region, through 
the installation of additional above-round diesel storage tanks. 
 
While their operations stimulate diversification in the national economic and development 
activities, consequently creating employment opportunities and trickling benefits to the 
larger Namibian population, it poses the risks of unprecedented negative environmental 
impacts.  
 
Potential impacts may vary in terms of scale (locality), magnitude and duration e.g. minor 
negative impacts in the form of dust and noise pollution especially during the handling 
(off-loading and fueling of trucks) and storage will be experienced.  
 
To ensure that development activities are undertaken in an economic, social and 
environmental sound / sustainable manner, the Namibian Constitution and Environmental 
Management Act No. 7 of 2007 provides for an environmental assessment process. The 
purpose of the environmental assessment and therefore this report are to ensure 
compliance of the proposed operations with the environmental legislation in respect to 
managing potential impacts associated with TradePort Namibia’s export operation by:  

 Identifying potential socio-economic and environmental impacts 
 Proposing management measures to avoid, prevent and of mitigate these  
 Compile an Environmental Management for compliance monitoring and reporting 

on the implementation of the Environmental Clearance Certificate conditions  

 
Need for the Project 

 

 

The proposed activity complements their current operation which responds to Namibia’s 

strategic vision of being key player in the distribution and logistics sector within the 

Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) region. This desired outcome is 

stipulated in its Logistics Master Plan, which states that by 2022 Namibia shall have a world-

class Logistics Hub connecting SADC to the International Markets.  

 

Currently, TradePort Namibia ventures in the mineral ore shipping and export through the 

Trans-Oranje Corridor and the Port of Lüderitz. To achieve this, they operate a number of 

trucks that transports the ore from its warehouse facility at Ariamsvlei to Lüderitz, and the 

trucks need to fuel-up half-way but there is not sufficient fuel stations along the route and 

thus affecting operations.  
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Aus Settlement, therefore lies at strategic location for the installation of fuel storage and 

fueling facility at which the truck drivers may safely stop and fuel-up the trucks. Critically, 

going ahead with the proposed activity creates potential for the following marginal net 

benefits: 

 Contribution Taxes and Royalty  

 Technological Skill and Knowledge transfer 

 Creates the most needed employment opportunities 

 

Project Description 

 

 
In particular to this assessment, TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd intends to up-grade fuel 
storage capacity at the TransNamib Ausnek Depot at Aus in the ǁKaras Region, through 
the installation of new above-round diesel storage tanks. 
 
The diesel fuel (50 ppm) to be stored in the proposed facility shall be used to fuel 
TradePort’s own truck transporting mineral ore en-route to Lüderitz for export.  The 
facility will consists of three with a cumulative storing capacity of 249 cubic meters (m3) 
and each tank having a capacity of 83 m3. 
 
An area space has been allocated by TransNamib at their Ausnek Depot, approximately 
two (2) kilometre from the Aus Settlement in the ǁKaras Region. The proposed handling, 
storage and transportation of fuel triggers some listed activities in terms of the 
Environmental Management Act no. 7 of 2007 and the EIA Regulations of 6 February 2012 
that may not be undertaken without an environmental clearance certificate. 
 
The project will ultimately consist of the following components: 
 

 Ground leveling and pouring of a concrete slab within the TransNamib 
premises or inter-logs paving  

 Construction of a concrete bund wall and tanks support foundations   
 Installation of three 83 m3 above-ground fuel tanks  
 Construction of a pump house and installation of fueling pump, and a 

contingency fuel separator manhole and system 

 
Need for an Environmental  

Impact Assessment 

 

 
While increased economic activities can stimulate demographic changes and alter social, 
economic and environmental practices in many ways. Adverse environmental and socio-
economic impacts have become a major area of concern for the business community, their 
customers, and other key stakeholders. As a result, companies seek to manage these 
impacts as part of their ethical and sustainable business conduct. Similarly, identifying, 
avoiding, mitigating and managing impacts, is a necessary condition for TradePort Namibia 
(Pty) Ltd to undertake its operation in compliance with the environmental legislative 
requirements in Namibia. 
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Therefore, TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd has appointed Enviro-Leap Consulting cc to 
conduct an environmental assessment and facilitate the process of obtaining and 
Environmental Clearance Certificate.  
 

Approach to the EIA Process 
 

 

The assessment process consisted of a site visit to the project location and public 
consultation meetings with the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs). An environmental 
scoping and management plan (EMP) were compiled and constitute the application for an 
Environmental Clearance Certificate submitted to the Ministry of Environment and 
Tourism (Office of Environmental Commissioner). 
 
 

Overall Recommendation 
 

 

Based on the findings of the environmental scoping assessment, which concludes that all 
potential negative impacts associated to the proposed TradePort Namibia’s import and 
export operations are minimal and practical mitigation measures are available. Equally, the 
positive impacts can be harnessed to increase the net marginal benefits relating to the 
socio-economic aspects of the operations.  
 
Enviro-Leap environmental practitioner confidently recommends that the proposed 
project can proceed and should be authorized by the DEA. The proposed operations is 
considered to have an overall low negative environmental impact and an overall moderate 
positive socio-economic impact (with the implementation of respective mitigation and 
enhancement measures). 
 
Based on this, it recommended that the proponent must upon obtaining their 
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC), implement all appropriate management and 
mitigation measures and monitoring requirements as may be stipulated in their EMP and 
or as condition of the ECC. These measures must be undertaken to promote and uphold 
good practice environmental principles and adhere to relevant legislations by avoiding 
unacceptable impacts to the receiving environment. 
 
Taking into consideration the findings of the environmental scoping assessment process 
and given the national and regional strategic requirements for infrastructure development 
and economic growth, it is the opinion of the EAP that the project benefits outweigh the 
costs and that the project will make a positive contribution towards steering Namibia on 
its pathway towards its vision of becoming a Logistic Hub. Provided that the specified 
mitigation measures are applied effectively, it is recommended that TradePort Namibia’s 
operations receive an ECC in terms of the Section 32 of the EMA No. 7 of 2007 and it’s EIA 
Regulations of 2012. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
 

The Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007 (also referred to as the EMA) and its Regulations 
promulgated in the Government Gazette No. 4878 of 2012, stipulates that for each developmental 
activity, which is listed as those that may not be undertaken without obtaining and Environmental 
Clearance Certificate (ECC), an Environmental Assessment (EA) must be conducted. The proposed 
handling, storage and transportation of fuel and mineral commodities triggers some listed activities 
in terms of the EMA.  
 
Therefore, an environmental assessment must be conducted with an aim to identify, assess and 
ascertain potential environmental impacts that may arise as a result of undertaking the proposed 
operations. Hence, the environmental assessment is a process by which the potential impacts, 
whether positive or negative are predicted / identified, findings interpreted and communicating to 
interested and affected parties (I&APs) for inputs. 
 
Additionally, this report presents findings of an environmental scoping process that evaluates the 
likely socio-economic and environmental effects the proposed operation, and further identifies 
suitable mitigation measures for avoiding or minimizing the predicted impacts. The envisioned EIA 
process was undertaken in a holistic approach encompassing different elements as shown in Figure 
1. 

Figure 1: Anticipated Environmental Assessment Timeline 

 
 

1.1. PROJECT APPLICANT AND PROJECT OVERVIEW 

 

TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd is a registered Namibian company, which ventures in the Import and 
Export Trade Operations that mainly entails the transportation, handling and storage of fuel and 
mineral commodity.  
 
In particular to this assessment, In particular to this assessment, TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd 
intends to up-grade fuel storage capacity at the TransNamib Ausnek Depot at Aus in the ǁKaras 
Region, through the installation of new (additional) above-ground diesel storage tanks. 
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1.2. PROJECT MOTIVATION (INCLUDING NEED AND DESIRABILITY) 

 

The proposed activity responds to Namibia’s strategic vision of being key player in the distribution 
and logistics sector within the Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) region. This 
desired outcome is stipulated in its Logistics Master Plan, which states that by 2022 Namibia shall 
have a world-class Logistics Hub connecting SADC to the International Markets.  
 
Currently, TradePort Namibia ventures in the mineral ore shipping and export (see Figure 2) through 
the Trans-Oranje Corridor and the Port of Lüderitz. To achieve this, they operate a number of trucks 
that transports the ore from its warehouse facility at Ariamsvlei to Lüderitz, and the trucks need to 
be fuelled-up along the way but there is insufficient fuel stations along the route and thus affecting 
operations.  
 

Figure 2: The proposed project’s activity flow, detailing the initial activities at the mines in South Africa to the loading of 
the commodity onto the ship at the Lüderitz Port in Namibia 

 
1.2.1. Need and Desirability 

 
Aus Settlement, therefore lies at strategic location for the installation of fuel storage and fuelling 
facility at which the truck drivers may safely stop and fuel-up the trucks. Critically, going ahead with 
the proposed activity creates potential for the following marginal net benefits: 

 Contribution Taxes and Royalty  

 Technological Skill and Knowledge transfer 

 Creates the most needed employment opportunities 
  
1.3. REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

 

While increased economic activities can stimulate demographic changes and alter social, economic 
and environmental practices in many ways. Adverse environmental and socio-economic impacts 
have become a major area of concern for the business community, their customers, and other key 
stakeholders. As a result, companies seek to manage these impacts as part of their ethical and 
sustainable business conduct. Similarly, identifying, avoiding, mitigating and managing impacts, is 
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a necessary condition for TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd to undertake its operation in compliance with 
the environmental legislative requirements in Namibia. 
 
Therefore, TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd has appointed Enviro-Leap Consulting cc to conduct an 
environmental assessment and facilitate the process of obtaining and Environmental Clearance 
Certificate (see Table 1).  
 

Table 1: List of activities identified in the EIA Regulations which apply to the proposed project 

 

1.4. EIA TEAM 

 

As previously noted, Enviro-Leap Consulting (see Table 2 for the composition of ELC’s team for this 
EA) has been appointed by TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd to undertake the EIA required for the 
proposed project. A public participation process (PPP) forms an integral part of the Environmental 
Assessment Process to aid in identifying issues and possible alternatives for consideration. Details 
on the PPP are included in section 4 of this Scoping Report. 

 
Table 2: The EIA Management Team 

NAME ORGANISATION  ROLE/ SPECIALIST STUDY UNDERTAKEN 

Environmental Assessment Practitioners 

Titus Shuuya  Enviro-Leap Consulting cc Lead Environment Practitioner  
    

Vilho Pendainge Mtuleni Enviro-Leap Consulting cc Project Manager 
    

 

EMA 2007 Legislation  Description of activity Relevance to this project 

The project is listed as an 

activity requiring an 

environmental clearance 

certificate as per the 

following points from 

Regulation 29(sub-

regulation 9) of 

Government Notice No. 

29 of 2012: 

 

9.1 “The manufacturing, storage, handling or processing 

of a hazardous substance defined in the Hazardous 

Substances Ordinance, 1974.” 

The project involves the storage and 

handling of a potential hazardous 

commodities (diesel fuel). 

9.2 “Any process or activity which requires a permit, 

license or other form of authorization, or the 

modification of or changes to existing facilities for any 

process or license, or authorization in terms of a law 

governing the generation or release of emissions, 

pollution, effluent or waste.”  

The project involves the storage and 

handling of a potential hazardous 

commodities (diesel fuel). 

 

9.4 “The storage and handling of a dangerous goods, 

including petrol, diesel, liquid petroleum gas or paraffin, 

in containers with a combined capacity of more than 30 

cubic meters at any one location.”  

The project involves the storage, 

handling of diesel fuel of more than 

30 000 cubic meters 

 

9.5 “Construction of filling stations or any other facility 

for the underground and aboveground storage of 

dangerous goods, including petrol, diesel, liquid, 

petroleum, gas or paraffin.” 

Aspect of the project require the 

construction and maintenance of a 

diesel fuel storage and handling facility 

particularly at Gobabis / Witvlei and 

Walvis Bay. 
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1.5. DETAILS AND EXPERTISE OF THE EAP 

 

Over the past four years the Enviro-Leap Consulting has been involved in a multitude of 
Environmental Assessment projects across SADC and within Namibia. The Environmental 
Practitioners of Enviro-Leap Consulting has a combined of more than 35 years’ experience in the 
environmental sector, ecological research and stakeholder engagement. Consequently, the team 
offers a wealth of experience and appreciation of the environmental and social priorities and 
national policies and regulations in Namibia. 

 

1.6. OBJECTIVES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT 

 

The primary objective of this EA Report is to present stakeholders, I&APs and the Competent 
Authority, the DEA, with an overview of the predicted impacts and associated management 
actions required to avoid or mitigate the negative impacts; or to enhance the benefits of the 
proposed TradePort Namibia operations. 
 
In broad terms, the 2012 EMA EIA Regulations (GG 4878) stipulates that an EIA Process must be 
undertaken providing to determine the potential environmental impacts, mitigation and closure 
outcomes, as well as the residual risks of any listed activity. Therefore, based on these (EIA 
Regulations), the objectives of the EA Process is to: 
 

 determine the policy and legislative context within which the activity is located and note 
how the proposed activity complies with and responds to the policy and legislative context; 

 describe the need and desirability of the proposed activity, including the need and 
desirability of the activity in the context of the preferred location; 

 identify the location of the development footprint within the preferred site based on an 
impact and risk assessment process inclusive of cumulative impacts and a ranking process 
of all the identified development footprint alternatives focusing on the geographical, 
physical, biological, social, economic, heritage and cultural aspects of the environment; 

 determine the nature, significance, consequence, extent, duration and probability of the 
impacts occurring to inform identified preferred alternatives; and the degree to which 
these impacts (a) can be reversed; (b) may cause irreplaceable loss of resources, and (c) 
can be avoided, managed or mitigated; and 

 identify suitable measures to avoid, manage or mitigate identified impacts;  
 

In terms of legal requirements, a crucial objective of the EIA Report is to satisfy the requirements 
of EIA Regulations in respecting to obtaining an Environmental Clearance Certificate. This section 
regulates and prescribes the content of the Scoping Report and specifies the type of supporting 
information that accompany the submission of the ECC application to the Competent Authority. 
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2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
 

This section provides an overview of the conceptual operational design and an overview of the sites 
and technology selection process for the proposed installation and operation of the diesel fuel 
storage facility (Figure 3). 
 

Figure 3: Illustration of the mechanical / tank stair and walkway layout of the proposed facility 
 

2.1. SITE SELECTION 

The site selection process took into consideration key site selection factors such as land availability, 
proximity to sensitive receptors, site accessibility, topography, risks, current land use. Hence, 
keeping the storage distant from the settlements and at the TransNamib Ausnek Depot offers the 
safest location (Figure 4 and 5, corner GPS coordinates presented in Table 3) in terms security and 
social safety.  

 
Table 3: Corner coordinates of the proposed development site 

Corner point Latitude Longitude 
 

 

A – Ausnek Depot -26.681479°   16.286336° 
 

 

B – Ausnek Depot -26.681570°   16.286261° 
 

 

C – Ausnek Depot -26.681445°   16.286103° 
 

 

D – Ausnek Depot -26.681361°   16.286195° 
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Figure 4: Haulage route along the existing railway line through different land uses in the Walvis Bay town 

 

Figure 5: Haulage route along the existing railway line through different land uses in the Gobabis / Witvlei town  



 

15 | P a g e  

 

2.2. KEY COMPONENTS OF TRADEPORT NAMIBIA’S OPERATIONS 

In particular to this assessment, TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd intends to up-grade fuel storage 
capacity at the TransNamib Ausnek Depot at Aus in the ǁKaras Region, through the installation of 
new above-round diesel storage tanks. 
 
The diesel fuel (50 ppm) to be stored in the proposed facility shall be used to fuel TradePort’s own 
truck transporting mineral ore en-route to Lüderitz for export.  The facility will consists of three 
with a cumulative storing capacity of 249 cubic meters and each tank having a capacity of 83 cubic 
metres. 
 
An area space has been allocated by TransNamib at their Ausnek Depot, approximately two (2) 
kilometre from the Aus Settlement in the ǁKaras Region. The proposed handling, storage and 
transportation of fuel triggers some listed activities in terms of the Environmental Management Act 
no. 7 of 2007 and the EIA Regulations of 6 February 2012 that may not be undertaken without an 
environmental clearance certificate. 
 
The project will ultimately consist of the following components: 
 

 Ground leveling and pouring of a concrete slab within the TransNamib premises or 
inter-logs paving  

 Construction of a concrete bund wall and tanks support foundations   
 Installation of three 83 cubic meters above-ground fuel tanks  
 Construction of a pump house and installation of fueling pump, and a contingency fuel 

separator manhole and system 
 

 
2.3. DESRCIPTION OF COMMODITIES  
2.3.1. Fossil Fuel (Diesel) 
Fossil fuels consist of deposits of once living organisms and takes centuries to form. Fossil fuels 
principally consist of carbon and hydrogen bonds (Lenntech, 2021). There are three types of fossil 
fuels which can all be used for energy provision; coal, oil and natural gas.  
 
Diesel fuel is the common term for the distillate fuel oil sold for use in motor vehicles that use 
the compression ignition engine named for its inventor, German engineer Rudolf Diesel. He 
patented his original design in 1892. Diesel fuel is refined from crude oil and from biomass materials. 
 
2.4. PROJECT DEVELOPMENT CYCLE 
2.3.1. Construction and Installation 

 

The construction activities will take place subsequent to the issuing of an Environmental Clearance 
Certificate (ECC). The construction activities are proposed at the TransNamib Ausnek Depot about 
2 km east of Aus Settlement, and is expected to extend over a period of between three and six 
months concurrently for the respective sites (see Table 4 for technical specifications of the 
respective warehouse facilities). These assumes that normal daylight working hours shall be are 
adhered to in respect to the Labour Act provisions.  
 
During the construction phase, both skilled and unskilled temporary employment opportunities will 
be created. It is difficult to specify the actual number of employment opportunities that will be 

https://www.eia.gov/tools/glossary/index.php?id=Distillate%20fuel%20oil
https://www1.eere.energy.gov/vehiclesandfuels/pdfs/basics/jtb_diesel_engine.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/kids/energy.php?page=fp_diesel
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created at this stage; however approximately 50 personnel in project support industries will be 
utilized during the construction phase and at least another ten (10) permanent jobs will be created 
including truck drivers, security guards and fuel attendants. 
 
The construction specific activities will involve the transportation of personnel, construction 
material and equipment to the site, and personnel away from the site. In terms of site 
establishment, laydown areas will be required at the outset of the construction phase, as well as 
dedicated access routes from the laydown areas to the working areas.  
 
Haul roads for construction traffic (for the delivery of concrete, paving materials and other 
construction materials) will be required. All needed construction material (different sand and stone 
aggregate, cement etc.…) will be sourced from local suppliers, and most preferable from 
Keetmanshoop. Both Water and Electricity will be needed both for domestic and construction 
purpose during the construction phase. However, during the operation phase, even lesser water 
and energy will be required as the operations does not involve any process or manufacturing 
activities. 

 
Table 4: Technical details of the proposed facility as required by the Competent Authority 

Component 

Description / Dimensions 

TransNamib Ausneck Deopot, Aus 

Height of storage facility 2,6 meter 

Areas of storage facility 350 m² 
Area occupied by buildings 25 m² 

Volume  of Fuel Stored Monthly 249 cubic meters 

Power Requirements < 1 Kw 

Water Requirements 20 cubic meters (during construction only) 

Size of Delivery tankers 20 cubic meters 

Size of individual Tanks (x 3) 83 cubic meters 

 

 2.3.2. Operation and Maintenance 

 
The proposed facility will be strictly used for the storage of TradePort Namibia’s diesel fuel for own 
consumption, and will be fueling trucks passing through to Lüderitz transporting mineral ore for 
shipping.  TradePort Namibia will initially rent at least four fuel tankers which will be used to 
transport (each with a capacity of 2o m3) and fill-up the diesel fuel into the proposed facility (Figure 
6) until sufficient volume is attained. Thereafter, the tanks will be filled-up on a weekly basis on 
demand and or as tanks are emptied. 
 
Fuel attendants will be hired to ensure that trucks are filled-up as they arrive, records on fuel 
delivery and consumption are kept, and that the premises is kept neat. The attendants will also 
ensure that all permits requirement including environmental compliance in respect to potential soil 
contamination are met. 
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Figure 6: A typical above-ground Diesel storage, a similar is proposed by TradePort Namibia (Source: EPA, 20221) 
 

 
2.3.3. Decommissioning 

 

The main aim of decommissioning is to return the land to its original, pre-construction condition. 
Should the unlikely need for decommissioning arise (i.e. if the facility becomes outdated or the land 
needs to be used for other purposes), the decommissioning procedures will be undertaken in line 
with the EMP and the site will be rehabilitated and returned to its pre-construction state. 
 
A closure and rehabilitation plan shall be prepared and submitted to DEA for approval prior to the 
commencing with the on-ground de-commissioning activities. The process will entail consultations 
with all relevant stakeholder and consideration for alternatives uses of the facilities before 
demolition of the infrastructure 

.
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3. DESCRIPTION OF THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT 
 

This chapter of the Scoping Report provides an overview of the affected environment for the 
proposed most especially the two key operational sites (Aus Settlement) and other key receptors 
in close proximity i.e. Aus Airstrip. The receiving environment is understood to include biophysical, 
socio-economic and heritage aspects which could be affected by the proposed development or 
which in turn might impact on the proposed development.  

 
3.1 BIOPHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
3.1.1 Climatic Conditions 
 
About 22% of Namibia’s land is classified as desert (hyper-arid), 70% is classified as arid to semi-arid 
and the remaining 8% is classed as dry sub-humid (Mendelsohn et al. 2003). Most of the country 
receives an annual average of more than nine hours of sunlight per day. The north and south of the 
country experience the highest temperatures with the average maximum for the hottest month 
being over 34°.   
 
The average maximum temperature in the ǁKaras Region during the hottest month is 34 - 36°C and 
the coldest month’s temperature ranging between 10°C and -10°C. In summer temperatures above 
40°C are also common (Mendelsohn et al. 2003). 
 
Rainfall is highly erratic and unpredictable with an inter-annual coefficient of variation that ranges 
from about 30% in the north-east to over 100% in the driest areas. Around the project area (Figure 
7), annual average rainfall decreases along an east-west gradient to annual averages of about 150 
mm to less than 10 mm per annum.   
 
All of Namibia, except for the coastal plains, experiences humidity of below 30% during the day 
throughout the year in the southern regions including the ǁKaras Region. High temperatures and 
low humidity result in high rates of evaporation. Evaporation rates from an open body of water 
inland of the coastal plains range from about 2000 mm to over 2660 mm per annum (Olivier, 1995). 
 

Figure 7: Shows the annual rainfall variation across west-to-east gradient a gradient in Namibia’s southern regions 
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3.1.2 Geology 
 
The proposed project area is situated in a region with a variety of geological setups consisting, 
although predominantly consisting of the Karoo Super-group (see Figure 8).  This area 
accommodates a large, flat lying plateau which dominates much of Southern Namibia (Mendelsohn, 
Jarvis, Roberts, & Robertson, 2002). The landscape is extremely barren and rocky (Ministry of 
Agriculture, Water and Forestry, 2011).  
 
The local geology consists of outcrops with black limestone located on the top, underlain by a clay 
rich marl (occurring as a schist in tectonised areas) and then gravel (occurring as quartzite in 
tectonised areas). Most of the southern region’s surface geology is dominated by shale/sandstone 
sequence and black limestone of late Namibian age. 
 
The terrain around Lüderitz is dominated by a pediplane which is possibly as old as Jurassic and 
which stretches almost to Aus 85 km inland. The immediate coastline, however, shows the effects 
of rejuvenation deepening and steepening of the valleys west of the dune belt and terracing in the 
major valleys. The local and regional geology were subjected to numerous events of deformation 
which led to the formation of geological faults, fractures and folds.  
 

Figure 8: Generalized geology of the southern section of Namibia showing the centralized cluster of kimberlites and 
associated carbonatites in a broad NW-SE trend (Geological Survey 2011). 
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3.1.3 Terrestrial Ecology and Sensitivity 
 
Overall terrestrial diversity of plants and animals is highest in the north-eastern parts of Namibia 
(Figure 20, green map indicator), because of the higher rainfall and presence of wetlands and forest 
habitats that are not found elsewhere in the country. Many species in the north are also more 
tropical, with ranges that extend into neighbouring countries to the north and north-east. Species 
richness is highest in Namibia’s mesic wetlands and woodlands in the vertebrate classes particularly 
(Barnard 1998).  
 
However, due low productivity, the south-west arid zone is endowed with modest diversity of 
species compared to more mesic habitats. What is most distinctive about Namibian biodiversity is 
its high degree of endemism (Barnard 1998).  
 
Unlike the concentration of biodiversity in the north-east, the great majority of Namibia’s endemic 
species are found in the dry western and north-western regions (Figure 9, brown map indicator) 
(Barnard 1998, Mendelsohn et al. 2002). The patterns of endemism reflect the importance of arid 
habitats in supporting unique and specially adapted species. 
 

Figure 9: Shows a comparison of overall terrestrial species diversity (green) against overall endemism (brown), with 
the most endemism observed within operations route resulting in a “Red Flag” in terms of environmental risks. 

 
Endemic species, particularly of birds, mammals and reptiles, are concentrated in the escarpment 
zone. In the Namib, endemics are associated with the dunes, rocky inselbergs and hills, and the 
sandy and gravel plains. For instance, approximately 60 reptile species (50% of all Namibian endemic 
reptiles) are endemic to, or found mainly in, Namibia’s Namib Desert (Griffin 1998).  
 
3.1.7 Protected Terrestrial Areas 
 
Land uses outside of protected areas are still generally defined by broad farming practices. Within 
the project area in the northeast of Namibia, the important land-uses include timber and non-timber 
forest products, fish, wildlife and tourism benefits. About 14% of this area is under conservancies 
and community forests, however, 82% of total household income comes from non-farming activities 
(MET, 2018). 
 

Critically, an important outcome of Namibia’s policy and legislative framework to devolve rights 
over wildlife, tourism and forestry to local land owners and custodians is that land adjacent to 
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protected areas is often more suited and more profitable under wildlife and tourism than under 
conventional farming.  
 
 3.2 SOCIO-ECONOMICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

3.2.1 Demographic Profile 
 
The ǁKaras Region is the southernmost region of Namibia’s 14 political regions. With a total land 
area of 161,086 km², the region occupies 19.6% (almost one-fifth) of the country’s total land surface 
and it is the largest region, in terms of land, in the country (ǁKaras Poverty Profile, 2007).  The ǁKaras 
Region has a relatively small population compared to the vast land cover. With 77,421 people 
residing in the region this means a density of 0.5 persons per km² (NSA, 2014).  
 
Aus is a settlement in the ǁKaras Region of southern Namibia. It lies on a railway line and the B4 
national road, 230 km west of Keetmanshoop and about 125 km east of Lüderitz and belongs to 
the ǃNamiǂNûs electoral constituency. Trains from Keetmanshoop now terminate at the village but 
formerly continued on to Lüderitz. The settlement is small but has a number of amenities including 
a hotel, police station, shop and garage. It is located in the Aus Mountains above the plains of 
the Namib Desert. The climate is usually hot and arid but snow has been recorded in winter in 1963, 
and the area features the coldest winters recorded in Namibia. 
 
3.2.2      Heritage and Culture Profile 
 
The village's name comes from the Khoekhoe for "big snake." The village was formerly the site of 
a prisoner-of-war camp established by the South African army in 1915 to house German inmates 
captured during the First World War. The inmates initially lived in tents but later built brick houses. 
The number of prisoners reached 1500 but by May 1919 the last inmates left and the camp closed. A 
plaque marks the site today and some of the houses have been reconstructed. Gold was rumored 
to have been discovered in the area before then. 
 
The area west of Aus is noted for its herd of feral horses living in the desert. Their origin is uncertain 
but today there is a population of between 150 and 200 individuals which have adapted to the harsh 
environment. They urinate less than domestic horses and can go five days without water. They drink 
at an artificial water hole at Garub Pan where a blind has been erected to enable tourists to watch 
the animals without disturbing them. In 1970, the population was 767, of which 197 were white. The 
town obtained village status in 1925 and municipality status in 1949. 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C7%81Karas_Region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Namibia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B4_road_(Namibia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B4_road_(Namibia)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Keetmanshoop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%BCderitz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C7%83Nami%C7%82N%C3%BBs_Constituency
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Namib_Desert
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khoekhoe_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prisoner-of-war_camp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Depression_(geology)
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4. APPROACH TO EIA PROCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 

This chapter presents the approach to the Environmental Scoping Assessment process, for the 
proposed TradePort Namibia’s trade operations and gives particular attention to the legal context 
and guidelines applicable to this assessment. The assessment approach and the steps in the Public 
Participation component of this scoping report were undertaken in accordance with Regulations 
29 and 30 of Government Notice No. 30 of 2012. Overall, this section highlights information including 
the approach to stakeholder engagement, identification of issues, overview of relevant legislation, 
and key principles and guidelines that provide the context for this scoping assessment process. 
Hence, in a nutshell, the purpose of the environmental assessment is to: 
 

 Address issues that have been identified through the Scoping Process; 
 Assess alternatives to the proposed activity in a comparative manner; 
 Assess all identified impacts and determine the significance of each impact; and 
 Recommend actions to avoid/mitigate negative impacts and enhance benefits. 

 

4.1 OVERVIEW OF APPROACH ADPTED FOR COMPILING THE SCOPING AND EMP REPORTS 

 

The objectives of the environmental scoping assessment are noted in Section 1 of this Report. 
Section 6 of this Scoping Report includes a summary of the findings, the overall conclusions and the 
recommendations. The Scoping Report was made available for a 30-day I&AP and authority review 
period, as outlined in the EMA Regulations of 2012. Although adverts were put in two local 
newspapers (the Windhoek Observer (06 and 16 December 2021) and Confidente (09 and 17 
December 2021), no responses or inputs were received. 
 
As previously noted, the Scoping Report includes an EMP (Appendix C of this Report). The EMP is 
based broadly on global environmental management principles and embodies an approach of 
continual improvement and mitigation actions.  
 
These are drawn primarily based on the identified potential impacts for both the construction and 
operational phases of TradePort Namibia’s proposed operations. If the project components are 
decommissioned or re-developed, this will need to be done in accordance with the relevant 
environmental standards and clean-up / remediation requirements applicable at the time. 

 

4.2 LEGAL CONTEXT FOR THIS EIA 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations No. 
30 of 2012 gazette and the Environmental Management Act, (EMA), 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007), the 
activity to be undertaken by TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd may not be undertaken without an 
Environmental Clearance Certificate. 
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4.3 LEGISLATION AND GUIDELINES PERTINENT TO THIS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

 

Key acts and policies currently in force include: 
 Namibia’s Environmental Assessment (EIA) Policy for Sustainable Development and 

Environmental Conservation (1995); 
 Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007); 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (Government Notice No. 30 of 2012); 
 Namibia Agriculture Policy of 2015; 
 Namibia Vision 2030. 

 
As the main source of legislation, the Namibian constitution makes provision for the creation and 
enforcement of applicable legislation. In this context and in accordance with its constitution, 
Namibia has passed numerous laws (those of relevant to this project are listed in Table 2) intended 
to protect the natural environment and to mitigate adverse environmental impacts. 
 
Namibia’s policies provide the framework to the applicable legislation. Whilst policies do not often 
carry the same legal recognition as official statutes, policies can be and are used in providing 
support to legal interpretation when deciding cases. 
 
 4.3.1 The Environmental Investment Fund of Namibia No. 13 of 2001 
 
The Environmental Investment Fund of Namibia Act (13 of 2001) provides for the creation of a fund that 
will be used to support sustainable environmental and natural resource management. The source of the 
funds will include penalties/fines paid and/or property forfeited in terms of non-compliance and/or crimes 
as set out in EMA.  
 

4.3.2 Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007 
 
The environmental management act No.7 of 2007 aims to promote the sustainable use of natural 
resources and provides the framework for the environmental and social impact assessment, 
demands precaution and mitigation of activities that may have negative impacts on the 
environment and provision for incidental matters. Furthermore, the act provides a list of activities 
that may not be undertaken without an environmental clearance certificate.  
 
The purpose of the Environmental Management Act is: 

a) to ensure that people carefully consider the impact of developmental activities on the 
environment and in good time  

b) to ensure that all interested or affected people have a chance to participate in 
environmental assessments  

c) To ensure that the findings of environmental assessments are considered before any 
decisions are made about activities which might affect the environment see Figure 10. 
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Figure 10: Illustration of the environmental assessment process in Namibia (Source: Risk Based Solution) 

 
4.3.3 Environmental Assessment Policy (1995) 
 
The Environmental Assessment Policy for Sustainable development and Environmental 
Conservation emphasize the importance of environmental assessments as a key tool towards 
implementing integrated environmental management. Sets an obligation to Namibians to prioritize 
the protection of ecosystems and related ecological processes. 
 
The policy subjects all developments to environmental assessment and provides guideline for the 
Environmental Assessment. The policy advocates that Environmental Assessment take due 
consideration of all potential impacts and mitigations measures should be incorporated in the 
project design and planning stages (as early as possible).  
 
4.3.4 Nature Conservation Ordinance No. 4 of 1975 
 
The Nature Conservation Ordinance (4 of 1975) provides for the declaration of protected areas and 
protected species. 

 

4.3.5 Labour Act No. 11 of 2007 
Construction safety is regulated under the Health and Safety Regulations under the Labour Act. The 
health and safety framework in Namibia regulates the following aspects: 

 Construction, electrical and machinery safety; 

 Physical hazards and general provisions; 

 Rights and duties of employees. 
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4.3.6 Water Resources Management Act (No. 24 of 2004) (Not implemented yet) 
 
The purpose of this Act is to broadly control the use and conservation of water for domestic, 
agricultural, urban and industrial purposes; to control, in certain respects, the use of sea water; to 
control certain activities on or in water in certain areas; and to control activities which may alter the 
natural occurrence of certain types of atmospheric precipitation. 
 
 4.3.7 Pollution Control and Waste Management Bill (guideline only) 
 
Part 7 states that any person who sells, stores, transports or uses any hazardous substances or 
products containing hazardous substances shall notify the competent authority, in accordance with 
sub-section (2), of the presence and quantity of those substances. 
 
The competent authority for the purposes of section 74 shall maintain a register of substances 
notified in accordance with that section and the register shall be maintained in accordance with the 
provisions. Part 8 provides for emergency preparedness by the person handling hazardous 
substances, through emergency response plans. 
 
4.3.8 Public Health Act No. 36 of 1919 
 
Section 111 it is the duty of every local authority to take all lawful, necessary and reasonably practical 
measures for preventing the pollution so as to endanger health of any supply of water within its 
district and to take measures against any person so polluting any such supply. 
 
Section 119 states that no person shall cause a nuisance or shall suffer to exist on any land or 
premises owned or occupied by him or of which he is in charge any nuisance or other condition 
liable to be injurious or dangerous to health. 
 
Section 132 empowers the Minister to make regulations regarding, inter alia, the drainage of land 
or premises, the disposal of liquids and the removal and disposal of rubbish, refuse, manure and 
waste matters as well as regarding the establishment and carrying on of factories or trade premises 
which are liable to cause offensive smells or effluvia or to discharge liquid or other material liable 
to cause such smells or effluvia or to pollute streams and prohibiting the establishment or carrying 
on of such factories in unsuitable localities. 
 
 4.3.9 Water Resources Management Act (No.11 of 2013) 
 
The purpose of this Act is to broadly control the use and conservation of water for domestic, 
agricultural, urban and industrial purposes; to control, in certain respects, the use of sea water; to 
control certain activities on or in water in certain areas; and to control activities which may alter the 
natural occurrence of certain types of atmospheric precipitation. 
 
4.3.10 Other Legal Requirements 
 
In addition to the EMA and the Environmental Assessment Policy, there exist other regulatory 
frameworks that MDL must comply with. This is due to the supporting infrastructure that are 
needed to compliment the proposed logistics hub. As such, MDL will be required to obtain 
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additional specific permits for the supporting infrastructure as listed in table 4 below. The process 
of obtaining the additional permits can be undertaken concurrently to the EIA process. 
 
Furthermore, the proponent has the responsibility to ensure that the project activities conform to 
all other relevant legal documents and guidelines as listed in Table 5 below).  
 

Table 5: Other relevant legislation and applicability thereof (Source: Risk Based Solution) 
Legislation Relevance 

National Transport Services Holding Company Act 
29 of 1998 

 Use of TransNamib services and facilities 

Petroleum Products and Energy Act 13 of 1990, as 
amended 

 Disposal of used oil 

Labour Act, 1992, (Act No. 6 of 1992) and 
Regulations Related to Health and Safety of 
Employees 

 Lour matter 

 Health and Safety of Employees 

 
4.3.11 Precautionary and Polluter Pays Principles 
 
The Precautionary Principle is worldwide accepted when there is a lack of sufficient knowledge and 
information about proposed development possible threats to the environment. Hence if the 
anticipated impacts are greater, then precautionary approach is applied.  
 
Equally, the Polluter Pays Principle ensures that the proponent takes responsibility of their actions. 
Hence in cases of pollution, the proponent bears the full responsibility and cost to clean up the 
environment.  
 
4.4 PRINCIPLES FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION / CONSULTATION 

 

The PPP for this Scoping Process was driven by a stakeholder engagement process that includes 
inputs from authorities, I&APs and the project proponent. In respect to provisions of the EIA 
Regulations, “Public Consultation” means a process referred to in regulation 21, in which potential 
interested and affected parties are given an opportunity to comment on, or raise issues relevant to, 
specific matters. This stems from the requirement that people have a right to be informed about 
potential decisions that may affect them and that they must be afforded an opportunity to 
influence those decisions. Effective public participation also improves the ability of the Competent 
Authority (CA) to make informed decisions and results in improved decision-making as the view of 
all parties are considered. 
 
Contrary, it is important to recognize and highlight two key aspects of public participation which 
must be considered at the outset: 
 

 There are practical and financial limitations to the involvement of all individuals within a PPP. 
Hence, public participation aims to generate issues that are representative of societal 
sectors, not each individual. Consequently, the PPP is designed to be inclusive of a broad 
range of sectors relevant to the proposed activity. 

 

 The PPP will aim to raise a diversity of perspectives and will not be designed to force 
consensus amongst I&APs. Certainly, diversity of opinion rather than consensus building is 
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likely to enrich ultimate decision-making. Therefore, where possible, the PPP will aim to 
obtain an indication of trade-offs that all stakeholders (i.e. I&APs, technical specialists, the 
authorities and the development proponent) are willing to accept with regard to the 
ecological sustainability, social equity and economic growth associated with the project. 

 

4.5 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

 

The key steps and or approach adopted for this particular Scoping assessment has been confirmed 
with the DEA through the registration of the proposed activity / operations on their Online EA 
system. 
 
All advertisements, notification letters and emails etc. served to notify the public and organs of 
state, on both the call for registration as I&APs and of the availability of the Scoping and EMP 
reports for an opportunity to comment or provide input on the reports. adverts were placed 
consecutively (at 7 days interval) in two local newspapers (Windhoek Observer, 06 and 16 
December 2021) and Confidente (09 and 17 December 2021) in order to notify and inform the public 
of the proposed projects and invite I&APs to register and no responses or inputs were received. 
 
The correspondence sent to or received from I&APs during the Scoping Phase shall be included in 
Appendices and shall include a detailed comment-response record.  
 
4.6 AUTHORITY CONSULTATION DURING THE EIA PHASE 
 

Authority consultation is integrated into the PPP, with additional one-on-one meetings held with 
the lead authorities, where necessary. A pre-application meeting was scheduled with the relevant 
competent authorities prior to the Lock-down, however were later cancelled. It is proposed that 
the Competent Authority (DEA) as well as other lead authorities be consulted as necessary and at 
various stages during the application review process of the DEA. During the Scoping phase, the 
following authorities were identified and consulted (see Appendix C) for the purpose of 
consultation: 
 

 Department of Environmental Affairs, Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism 

 Namibia Ports Authority, Ministry of Works and Transport 

 TransNamib (Pty) Ltd Group, Ministry of Works and Transport 

 Walvis Bay and Gobabis / Witvlei Municipalities  
 
4.8 APPROACH TO IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND SPECIALIST STUDIES 

 
Potential environmental impacts were identified through both desktop literature review and 
consultation with I&APs, regulatory authorities, specialist and Enviro-Leap Consulting. In case of 
social impacts, the assessment focused on third parties only (third parties include members of the 
public and other local and regional institutions) and did not assess health and safety impacts on 
workers because the assumption was made that these aspects are separately regulated by health 
and safety legislation, policies and standards. 
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The impacts are discussed under issue headings in this section. The discussion and impact 
assessment for each sub-section covers the construction, operational, decommissioning and 
closure phases where relevant. This is indicated in the table at the beginning of each sub-section. 
Included in the table is a list of project activities/infrastructure that could cause the potential impact 
per project phase. The activities/infrastructure that are summarized in this chapter, link to the 
description of the proposed project (see Section 5 of the EIA report). 
 
Mitigation measures to address the identified impacts are discussed in this section and included in 
more detail in the ERCP report that is attached in Appendix C. In most cases (unless otherwise 
stated), these mitigation measures have been taken into account in the assessment of the 
significance of the mitigated impacts only. 

 
Both the criteria used to assess the impacts and the method of determining the significance of the 
impacts is outlined in Table 6. This method complies with the method provided in the Namibian EIA 
Policy document and the draft EIA regulations. Part A provides the approach for determining impact 
consequence (combining severity, spatial scale and duration) and impact significance (the overall 
rating of the impact). Impact consequence and significance are determined from Part B and C. The 
interpretation of the impact significance is given in Part D. Both mitigated and unmitigated 
scenarios are considered for each impact.  
 

Table 6: Criteria for Assessing Impacts 

PART A: DEFINITION AND CRITERIA 

Definition of SIGNIFICANCE Significance = consequence probability 

Definition of CONSEQUENCE Consequence is a function of severity, spatial extent and duration 

Criteria for ranking of the 
SEVERITY/NATURE 
of environmental 

impacts 

H Substantial deterioration (death, illness or injury). Recommended level will often be 
violated. Vigorous community action. Irreplaceable loss of resources. 

M Moderate/measurable deterioration (discomfort). Recommended level will 
occasionally be violated. Widespread complaints. Noticeable loss of resources. 

L Minor deterioration (nuisance or minor deterioration). Change not measurable/will 
remain in the current range. Recommended level will never be violated. Sporadic 
complaints. Limited loss of resources. 

L+ Minor improvement. Change not measurable/will remain in the current range. 
Recommended level will never be violated. Sporadic complaints. 

M+ Moderate improvement. Will be within or better than the recommended level. No 
observed reaction. 

H+ Substantial improvement. Will be within or better than the recommended level. 
Favorable publicity. 

Criteria for ranking the 

DURATION of impacts 

L Quickly reversible. Less than the project life. Short-term 

M Reversible overtime. Life of the project. Medium-term 

H Permanent beyond closure – Long-term. 

Criteria for ranking the 
SPATIAL SCALE of 
Impacts 

L Localized-Within the site boundary. 

M Fairly widespread–Beyond the site boundary. Local 

H Widespread – Far beyond site boundary. Regional/national 
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PART B: DETERMINING CONSEQUENCE 

SEVERITY = L 

DURATION Long-term H Medium Medium Medium 

 Medium term M Low Low Medium 

 Short-term L Low Low Medium 

SEVERITY = M 

DURATION Long-term H Medium High High 

 Medium term M Medium Medium High 

 Short-term L Low Medium Medium 

SEVERITY = H 

DURATION Long-term H High High High 

 Medium term M Medium Medium High 

 Short-term L Medium Medium High 

   L M H 

 Localized Within 
site boundary  

Site 

Fairly widespread 
Beyond site boundary 

Local 

Widespread Far 
beyond site 
boundary 

Regional/national 

SPATIAL SCALE 
  

PART C: DETERMINING SIGNIFICANCE 

PROBABILITY 
(of exposure to 
impacts) 

Definite/Continuous H Medium Medium High 

Possible/frequent M Medium Medium High 

Unlikely/seldom L Low Low Medium 

 L M H 

CONSEQUENCE 

 
PART D: INTERPRETATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Significance Decision guideline 

High It would influence the decision regardless of any possible mitigation. 

Medium It should have an influence on the decision unless it is mitigated. 

Low It will not have an influence on the decision. 

*H = high, M = medium and L = low and + denotes a positive impact. 

 
This section outlines the assessment methodology and legal context for specialist studies, as 
recommended by the DEA 2006 Guideline on Assessment of Impacts. In addition to the above, the 
impact assessment methodology includes the following aspects: 
 
Spatial extent – The size of the area that will be affected by the impact/risk: 

 Site specific; 

 Local (<10 km from site); 

 Regional (<100 km of site); 

 National; or 

 International (e.g. Greenhouse Gas emissions or migrant birds). 
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Consequence – The anticipated consequence of the risk/impact: 

 Extreme (extreme alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes, i.e. where 
environmental functions and processes are altered such that they permanently cease); 

 Severe (severe alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes, i.e. where 
environmental functions and processes are altered such that they temporarily or 
permanently cease); 

 Substantial (substantial alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes, i.e. where 
environmental functions and processes are altered such that they temporarily or 
permanently cease); 

 Moderate (notable alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes, i.e. where the 
environment continues to function but in a modified manner); or 

 Slight (negligible alteration of natural systems, patterns or processes, i.e. where no natural 
systems/environmental functions, patterns, or processes are affected). 

 
Duration – The timeframe during which the impact/risk will be experienced: 

 Very short term (instantaneous); 

 Short term (less than 1 year); 

 Medium term (1 to 10 years); 

 Long term (the impact will cease after the operational life of the activity (i.e. the impact or 
risk will occur for the project duration)); or 

 Permanent (mitigation will not occur in such a way or in such a time span that the impact can 
be considered transient (i.e. the impact will occur beyond the project decommissioning)). 

 
Probability – The probability of the impact/risk occurring: 

 Very likely; 

 Likely; 

 Unlikely; 

 Very unlikely; and 

 Extremely unlikely. 
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5. ASSESSMENT OF ALTERNATIVES AND IMPACTS 
 
 

5.1 ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 
 
This chapter discusses the alternatives, as well as the selection process of the preferred alternatives 
that have been considered and assessed as part of the Scoping Phase. The 2012 EIA Regulations 
(GG4878) define “alternatives”, in relation to a proposed activity, “as different means of meeting 
the general purpose and requirements of the activity, which may include alternatives to the:  

 property on which or location where the activity is proposed to be undertaken; 
 

 type of activity to be undertaken; 
 

 design or layout of the activity; 
 

 technology to be used in the activity; or 
 

 operational aspects of the activity; and 
 

 includes the option of not implementing the activity”. 

 
The Scoping Report therefore provided a full description of the process followed to reach the 
proposed preferred activity, site and location within the site. It further includes the following as a 
minimum:  

 The consideration of the no-go alternative as a baseline scenario; 
 

 A comparison of the reasonable and feasible alternatives; and 
 

 Providing a methodology for the elimination of an alternative. 

 

5.1.1 NO-GO ALTERNATIVE 

 
The no-go alternative assumes that the proposed project will not go ahead i.e. the proposed 
TradePort Namibia’s trade operations (import and export of mineral and fuel commodity and the 
construction of associated facilities) does not realize. This alternative entails that the trade 
operations would not drive any environmental change and result in no additional environmental 
impacts on the warehouse sites and along the haulage route.  
 
It favors the status quo or baseline against which other alternatives are compared and will be 
considered throughout the report. At present, the proposed sites is utilized for similar operations 
and thus no virgin natural environment shall be affected by the proposed operations.  
 
The Namibian domestic economy, the world's largest marine-diamond producer has been hit by a 
regional drought and a slump in South Africa, to whose currency the Namibian dollar is pegged. 
Therefore, a need for enhanced trade activities to catalyze the economic recovery and improved 
micro-economic throughout the country exists.  
 
Many other socio-economic benefits are expected to result from the development of this project 
such as a contribution to employment creation and local economic development. While, the 
development of the proposed trade operation will also result in negative environmental impacts, 
the positive impacts of the proposed operations outweigh its negative impacts.  
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5.1.2 ALTERNATIVES FOR SITES SELECTION 
 
The TransNamib Ausnek Depot is selected as the preferred project site for the proposed installation 
taking into account the following consideration of alternatives Location and suitable infrastructure 
i.e. rail or road network and other receptors. 
 
The preferred sites location for the construction of the “fuel storage facility” is within a pre-
developed environment with an existing facility currently utilized by TransNamib themselves. The 
site’s suitability over any other sites has been determined in terms of the site selection 
requirements associated with bulk import-export trading operations namely: (i) key environmental 
attributes; (ii) spatial character; and (iii) proximity to sensitive receptors (settlement or civil 
structures).  

 
5.1.2.1 Key environmental attributes 

 
Overall, the operations of TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd presents no potential for significant negative 
socio-economic and environmental impacts  as the preferred transportation route, mode and 
storage infrastructure are based on industrial best practice principles and approach. The route and 
primary mode of transport offers the least potential negative impacts on the receiving 
environments.  
 
5.1.2.2 Spatial character 

 
The proposed installation and operations conforms well to the existing development character and 
zoning of the area, as the site is within an already developed environment and currently used for 
the same type of infrastructure or activity.  

 

5.1.2.3 Proximity to sensitive human structures 

 
The project site is situated suitably away (at approximately 2.5 km) from sensitive receptors i.e. 
human settlements and therefore will impact less on potential sensitive receptors (biophysical 
features including local community structures, areas of natural conservation and or archaeological 
significance) present in the area, purely as a result of it being located further away from these 
structures.  
 
This is a noteworthy consideration both in terms of a potential fire hazard, but also in terms of the 
inherent human health risk associated with the handling, transportation and storage of the diesel 
fuel.  Equally, the proposed operations of the project may have insignificant visual impact on 
sensitive visual receptors as the infrastructure or facilities to be constructed blends-in very well with 
most of the existing Rail stations structure. 
 
5.2 ASSESSMENT OF IMPACTS AND MITIGATION 

 

Mitigation measures to address the identified impacts are discussed in this section and included in 

more detail in the EMP report that is attached in Appendix C. In most cases (unless otherwise 

stated), these mitigation measures have been taken into account in the assessment of the 

significance of the mitigated impacts only 
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5.2.1 IMPACTS ON THE BIOPHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 

 
Potential impacts in respect to the Biophysical environment revolves particularly around the noise 
and air pollution (Table 7), waste generation (domestic and hazardous, Table 8), and ground 
contamination (hydro-carbons, Table 9). These are mainly expected during the construction phase, 
also the shortest period of the proposed project.  
 
Table 7. Impact relating to waste generaion  

Impact Event Disturbances to the biophysical environment:  litter and pollution 

Description 
 
 

Most construction activity are generally associated with the generation of waste that 
includes domestic, construction (building rubbles) and hazardous (old fuels and 
lubricants). In not managed properly, waste material may end-up in the natural 
environment causing pollution and or affect wildlife species. 

Nature 
 

 

Impacts in the terrestrial environment as a result of the project could result from the 
following: 

 Generation domestic / construction waste during the construction phase  

Phases:  Phases during which sources of terrestrial ecology impacts apply are highlighted below; Significance 
assessment was carried out on the operational phase which presents a long term risk. 

Construction Phase Operational Phase 
Decommissioning 

Phase Post Closure 

 Dust from delivery 
traffic and 
construction activities 

 

N/A 
 
 

 Demolition and 
rehabilitation of 
structures 
 

N/A 
 
 

Severity 
 

Taken together, the disturbances will have a high severity in the unmitigated scenario. 
In the mitigated scenario, many of these disturbances can be prevented or mitigated 
to acceptable levels, which reduces the severity to low. 

Duration 
The Significance of the potential impacts is subject to the proposed operation’s life-
time, however duration is short-term. 

Spatial Scale 
Low, localized although the affected environment extend the length of the 
transportation route 

Probability 
Very Low, most impact are mainly confined to the construction and decommissioning 
phases. 

Unmitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

M M M H M H 

Mitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

L L M L L M 

Conceptual 
Description of 
Mitigation Measures 

 
 
 

 Waste generated must be collected, safely stored and disposed-off to an 
appropriate designated disposal site 

 Emergency equipment including spill kits and fire extinguishers must be kept readily 
available on-site  

 As much as possible hazardous waste must be stored separate from all other types 
of waste and transport to Lüderitz for appropriate disposal at the municipal waste 
disposal site  
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Table 8. Impact relating to Noise and Air Pollution 

Impact Event Disturbances to the terrestrial ecology including livestock and wildlife 

Description 
 
 

The storage facilities shall be located in build-up environments, and within an 
industrial land-use zone and with little to no significant noise and air nuisance 
anticipated to the nearby human settlements. Additionally, the Ausnek depot is 
situated about 2.5 km away from residential properties thus further eliminating 
potential conflicts. 

Nature 
 
 

 
 

Impacts in the terrestrial environment as a result of the project could result from the 
following: 

 Generation of dust contaminating the air quality 

 Although the proposed activity is small in scale, minor noise generation will be 
expected and mainly from the delivery vehicles 

Phases:  Phases during which sources of terrestrial ecology impacts apply are highlighted below; Significance 
assessment was carried out on the operational phase which presents a long term risk. 

Construction Phase Operational Phase 
Decommissioning 

Phase Post Closure 

 Dust from delivery 
traffic and 
construction activities 

 

 Delivery of fuel and 
dispensation of diesel  

 Maintenance services 
 

 Demolition and 
rehabilitation of 
structures 
 

N/A 
 
 

Severity 
 

Taken together, the disturbances will have a high severity in the unmitigated scenario. 
In the mitigated scenario, many of these disturbances can be prevented or mitigated 
to acceptable levels, which reduces the severity to low. 

Duration 
The Significance of the potential impacts is subject to the proposed operation’s life-
time, however duration is short-term. 

Spatial Scale 
Low, localized although the affected environment extend the length of the 
transportation route 

Probability 
Very Low, most impact are mainly confined to the construction and decommissioning 
phases. 

Unmitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

M M M H M H 

Mitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

L L M L L M 

Conceptual 
Description of 
Mitigation Measures 

 
 

 Dust impacts may be controlled trough dust suppression measures which includes 
restriction of traffic speed and as practically possible wetting of the road surface 
with water 

 Construction activities must be strictly confined to authorised working hours in 
respect to the labor Act i.e.  07h00 – 18h00, in order to restrict any noise pollution. 
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Table 9. Impact relating to ground contamination 

Impact Event Disturbances to the terrestrial ecology including livestock and wildlife 

Description 
 
 

The storage facilities shall be located in build-up environments, and within an 
industrial land-use zone and with little to no significant ecological sensitivity. 
Additionally, the tanks will be installed close to similar storage tanks currently utilized 
by TransNamib for their own fleed 

Nature 
 

 

Impacts in the terrestrial environment as a result of the project could result from the 
following: 

 Potential fuel spillage during the operation phase 

Phases:  Phases during which sources of terrestrial ecology impacts apply are highlighted below; Significance 
assessment was carried out on the operational phase which presents a long term risk. 

Construction Phase Operational Phase 
Decommissioning 

Phase Post Closure 

 Servicing of 
construction vehicles 

 Potential accidents 
resulting in spillage 

 Delivery of fuel and 
dispensation of diesel  

 Maintenance services 
 

 Demolition and 
rehabilitation of 
structures 
 

N/A 
 
 

Severity 
 

The disturbances will have a high severity in the unmitigated scenario. In the mitigated 
scenario, many of these disturbances can be prevented or mitigated to acceptable 
levels, which reduces the severity to low. 

Duration 
The Significance of the potential impacts is subject to the proposed operation’s life-
time, however duration is short-term. 

Spatial Scale 
Low, localized although the affected environment extend the length of the 
transportation route 

Probability 
Very Low, most impact are mainly confined to the construction and decommissioning 
phases. 

Unmitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

M M M H M H 

Mitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

L L M L L M 

Conceptual 
Description of 
Mitigation Measures 

 
 

 Emergency equipment including spill kits and fire extinguishers must be kept readily 
available on-site  

 The tanks must be installed within a spill-proof bund-wall to ensure that diesel spills 
is collected and soil contamination is prevented. 
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5.2.2 IMPACTS ON THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 
 

Table 10. Impact on the  Health and Safety 

Impact Event Disturbances to the human receptors including pets and other household animals 

Description 
 

 

Fuel storage facilities are generally prone to fire hazards and therefore necessary that 
adequate measures in this regard are put in place. Although diesel itself is not as 
flammable, the risk for fire remains and should that these occur – it present potential 
risk to health and safety to people. 

Nature 
 
 

Should a fire erupt, the risk for loss of lives is possible and potential serious injuries 
may occur directly and indirect effects of the fire on both human and animals may be 
due to smoke that may pose a danger relating to respiratory concerns in humans.  

Phases:  Phases during which sources of Health and Safety impacts apply are highlighted below; Significance 
assessment was carried out on the operational phase which presents a long term risk. 

Construction Phase Operational Phase 
Decommissioning 

Phase Post Closure 

 Servicing of 
construction vehicles 

 Potential accidents 
resulting in spillage  

 Servicing of 
construction vehicles 

 Potential accidents 
resulting in spillage 

N/A 
 
 

N/A 
 
 

Severity 
 

The risk of fire incidents presents highly sever potential impacts should it occur, 
particularly in the unmitigated scenario. In the mitigated scenario, danger to lives and 
property can be prevented. 

Duration 

The Significance of the potential impacts is subject to the proposed operation’s life-
time, with potentially long-term impacts extending beyond the project operations in 
the unmitigated scenario. 

Spatial Scale 
Low, localized and mainly limited to the storage facility site at Ausnek, with the 
TransNamib premises and in some instance during transportation of the fuel. 

Probability 
Very High, given diesel fuel is highly flammable – a chance fire incident occurrence is 
very high. 

Unmitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

H H M H M H 

Mitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale Consequence 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

L L M L L M 

Conceptual Description 
of Mitigation Measures 

 
 
 

 Training and awareness on safety measures and procedures of employees is highly 
recommended for those involved directly with handling and haulage of the fuel. 

 Emergency equipment including fire extinguishers and PPE must be kept readily 
available on-site  

 The tanks must be installed within a spill-proof bund-wall to ensure that diesel spills 
is collected and soil contamination is prevented. 
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Table 11. Impact on the Economic Aspect 

Impact Event Disturbances to the social and economic aspects of the town population  

Description 
 

 
 

Potential economic gains that may never be realized if the proposed project 
activities does not go-ahead include: loss in income for both TransNamib, 
unemployment and the loss of socio-economic benefits derived from current and 
future export and import trading opportunities.  

Nature 
 
 

 

Impacts relating to the of the local socio-economic activities may arise from 
increased TransNamib operational activities in relation to haulage and 
dispensation of fuel at the site resulting in employment (positively) and noise 
(potential negative on residence and tourism).  

Phases:  Phases during which sources of terrestrial ecology impacts apply are highlighted below; Significance 
assessment was carried out on the operational phase which presents a long term risk. 

Construction Phase Operational Phase 
Decommissioning 

Phase Post Closure 

 Delivery of fuel and 
dispensation of diesel  

 Maintenance services 

 Delivery of fuel and 
dispensation of diesel  

 Maintenance services 

 Delivery of fuel and 
dispensation of diesel  

 Maintenance services 

N/A 
 
 

Severity 
 

In the unmitigated scenario, this implies in the case where the activity take not 
effect, no economic benefits shall realize hence, the severity in respect to 
unemployment shall be very high. However, with the implementation of the 
proposed operations, the severity of unemployment shall be reduced to medium.  

Duration 
The Significance of the potential impacts is subject to the proposed operation’s 
life-time, with a long-term potential  

Spatial Scale 
Low, localized and only limited to the two towns (Walvis Bay and Gobabis / 
Witvlei)  

Probability 

Medium to High probability in respect to job creation on both the temporary 
during construction phase of warehouse facilities and long-term during operation 
phase 

Unmitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale 

Consequenc
e 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

H L L L L L 

Mitigated 
 

Severity Duration 
Spatial 
Scale 

Consequenc
e 

Probability of 
Occurrence Significance 

L M+ M+ H+ H+ H+ 

Conceptual 
Description of 
Mitigation Measures 
 

It is critical that timely and continuous communication and dissemination of 
information with the local community is ensured to alleviate potential sense of 
social marginalization, drive gender equality and enhance the understanding and 
perception of the benefits associated with TradePort Namibia’s operations 
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6. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
 

6.1 CONCLUSIONS 
 
The proposed import and export operations by TradePort Namibia (Pty) Ltd, the Proponent along 
the Trans-Oranje and through the Port of Walvis Bay offers Namibia a great opportunity to expand 
international trade endeavor. 
 
However, while the proposed trading operations shall create employment opportunities and thus 
trickling benefits down to the larger population, it may also create opportunity for unprecedented 
negative impacts.  
 
Potential impacts may vary in terms of scale (locality), magnitude and duration e.g. minor negative 
impacts in the form of visual intrusion, dust and noise pollution especially during the handling 
(loading and off-loading will be experienced. Below is a summary of the likely positive impacts that 
have been assessed for the different phases of the proposed TradePort Namibia’s import and 
export operations: 

 Raising awareness about the benefits of ecologically sustainable natural resource use (Likely 
impacts are high). 

 Socio-economic development and capacity building through partnering with South African 
Operators, skills transfer and training the import / export industry shall be achieved (Likely 
impacts are high). 

 
The following is a summary of the likely negative impacts that have been assessed for the different 
phases of the existing sand mining project: 
 

 Ambient Air Quality (Likely impacts are high but localized and can employ dust suppressing 
measures). 

 Traffic and Noise impact (Likely impacts are low for traffic congestion as the preferred 
haulage method is rail, a method currently under-utilized). 

 Ecological and biodiversity loss (Likely impacts are localized and low). 

 Health and safety (Overall likely impacts are low with handling of commodities in closed 
warehouse and use of correct PPE). 

 Accidental Spill of Hazardous substance (Likely impacts are low with a contingency and 
environmental management plan in place). 

 
Marine live and sea water pollution risks / impacts are likely low if the appropriate mitigation 
measures as detailed in the EMP Section of this report are implemented and monitored, the 
proposed activities can be integrated within the TransNamib and Port of Walvis Bay’s NamPort 
strategic business operations. 
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6.2  RECOMMENDATONS 
 
Based on the findings of the environmental scoping assessment, which concludes that all potential 
negative impacts associated to the proposed TradePort Namibia’s import and export operations 
are minimal and practical mitigation measures are available. Equally, the positive impacts can be 
harnessed to increase the net marginal benefits relating to the socio-economic aspects of the 
operations.  
 
Enviro-Leap environmental practitioner confidently recommends that the proposed project can 
proceed and should be authorized by the DEA. The proposed operations is considered to have an 
overall low negative environmental impact and an overall moderate positive socio-economic impact 
(with the implementation of respective mitigation and enhancement measures). 
 
Based on this, it recommended that the proponent must upon obtaining their Environmental 
Clearance Certificate (ECC), implement all appropriate management and mitigation measures and 
monitoring requirements as may be stipulated in their EMP and or as condition of the ECC. These 
measures must be undertaken to promote and uphold good practice environmental principles and 
adhere to relevant legislations by avoiding unacceptable impacts to the receiving environment. 
 
Taking into consideration the findings of the environmental scoping assessment process and given 
the national and regional strategic requirements for infrastructure development and economic 
growth, it is the opinion of the EAP that the project benefits outweigh the costs and that the project 
will make a positive contribution towards steering Namibia on its pathway towards its vision of 
becoming a Logistic Hub. Provided that the specified mitigation measures are applied effectively, it 
is recommended that TradePort Namibia’s operations receive an ECC in terms of the Section 32 of 
the EMA No. 7 of 2007 and it’s EIA Regulations of 2012. 
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APPENDIX A – CONSENT FROM RELEVANT AUTHPRITY 
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APPENDIX B – EAP RESUME 
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APPENDIX C – PROOF PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS 
 

COMMENT FORM 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR TRADEPORT NAMIBIA’S PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF A SURFACE 

DIESEL FUEL STORAGE FACILITY FOR DOMESTIC USE AT THE AUSNEK DEPOT, KARAS REGION 

 

Please submit the comment form via e-mail or post by 31 December 2021. 
 

Attention: Enviro-Leap Consulting cc   
Tel No: 08181 232 6843 / 0853013777    
Email: eap.trigen@gmail.com   
Postal Address: P.O. Box 25874, Windhoek   

 
 

       

 TITLE    FIRST NAME   

 INITIALS    SURNAME   

 ORGANISATION    E-MAIL   

POSTAL 
ADDRESS 

 

   POSTAL CODE   

TEL NO.    FAX NO.  

CELL NO.    

 

Please list any colleagues/friends or organizations that you feel should also be registered as 

Interested or Affected Party for the proposed project (with contact details if available). 

Name / Organization Postal Address Tel No. E-mail 

    

    

 
1. Please provide your comments below 3, write a formal letter or simply send an e-mail to: 
eap.trigen@gmail.com 

 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
2. Your comment should not be limited by the space provided & you may submit as many pages, as necessary 

 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
……………............................................................................................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
................................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Thank you for the comments 

mailto:eap.trigen@gmail.com
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