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GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 

Assessment - The process of collecting, organising, analysing, interpreting and communicating 

information relevant to decision making. 

Competent Authority - means a body or person empowered under the local authorities act or 

Environmental Management Act to enforce the rule of law. 

Construction - means the building, erection or modification of a facility, structure or infrastructure 

that is necessary for the undertaking of an activity, including the modification, alteration, upgrading 

or decommissioning of such facility, structure or infrastructure. 

Cumulative Impacts - in relation to an activity, means the impact of an activity that in itself may 

not be significant but may become significant when added to the existing and potential impacts 

eventuating from similar or diverse activities or undertakings in the area. 

Environment - As defined in the Environmental Assessment Policy and Environmental Management 

Act -  “land, water and air; all organic and inorganic matter and living organisms as well as biological 

diversity; the interacting natural systems that include components referred to in sub-paragraphs, the 

human environment insofar as it represents archaeological, aesthetic, cultural, historic, economic, 

palaeontological or social values”. 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) - process of assessment of the effects of a development 

on the environment. 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) - A working document on environmental and socio-

economic mitigation measures, which must be implemented by several responsible parties during all 

the phases of the proposed project. 

Environmental Management System (EMS) - An Environment Management System, or EMS, is 

a comprehensive approach to managing environmental issues, integrating environment-oriented 

thinking into every aspect of business management. An EMS ensures environmental considerations 

are a priority, along with other concerns such as costs, product quality, investments, PR productivity 

and strategic planning. An EMS generally makes a positive impact on a company’s bottom line. It 

increases efficiency and focuses on customer needs and marketplace conditions, improving both the 

company’s financial and environmental performance. By using an EMS to convert environmental 

problems into commercial opportunities, companies usually become more competitive. 

Evaluation – means the process of ascertaining the relative importance or significance of 

information, the light of people’s values, preference and judgements in order to make a decision. 

Hazard - Anything that has the potential to cause damage to life, property and/or the environment. 

The hazard of a particular material or installation is constant; that is, it would present the same hazard 

wherever it was present. 

Mitigate - The implementation of practical measures to reduce adverse impacts. 

Proponent (Applicant) - Any person who has submitted or intends to submit an application for an 

authorisation, as legislated by the Environmental Management Act no. 7 of 2007, to undertake an 

activity or activities identified as a listed activity or listed activities; or in any other notice published 

by the Minister or Ministry of Environment & Tourism. 

Public - Citizens who have diverse cultural, educational, political and socio-economic 

characteristics. The public is not a homogeneous and unified group of people with a set of agreed 

common interests and aims. There is no single public. There are a number of publics, some of whom 

may emerge at any time during the process depending on their particular concerns and the issues 

involved. 

 



1 BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION 
An environmental clearance certificate (ECC) was awarded to ǁKaras Mountain Grapes (Pty) Ltd for 

irrigation activities on Portion 81 of the Farm Aussenkjer No 147 (Figure 1 1). However, since issuing 

the ECC, the company was liquidated and thereafter the property, including all operational assets, sold 

to Achill Island Investments (Pty) Ltd. The liquidating offices now wish to transfer the ECC to Achill 

Island Investments (Pty) Ltd. Achill Island Investments (Pty) Ltd (the Proponent) subsequently 

requested Geo Pollution Technologies (Pty) Ltd to apply for the transfer of the ECC (APP-003129). 

This updated environmental management plan (EMP) is prepared in support of the transfer application 

which was lodged with the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT). 

 
Figure 1-1 Project location  

The EMP provides management options to ensure environmental impacts of irrigation and related 

activities are continually minimised. The environment being defined in the environmental assessment 

Policy and Environmental Management Act as “land, water and air; all organic and inorganic matter 

and living organisms as well as biological diversity; the interacting natural systems that include 

components referred to in sub-paragraphs, the human environment insofar as it represents 

archaeological, aesthetic, cultural, historic, economic, paleontological or social values”.  

This document should be used as an on-site reference document during all phases (planning, 

construction (care and maintenance), operations and decommissioning). All monitoring and records 

kept should be included in a report to ensure compliance with the EMP. Parties responsible for 

transgression of the EMP should be held responsible for any rehabilitation that may need to be 

undertaken. A Health, Safety, Environment and Quality (HSEQ) policy as well as Environmental Policy 

could be used in conjunction with the EMP. Operators and responsible personnel must be taught the 

contents of these documents. Local authority and/or national regulations and guidelines must be adhered 

to and monitored regularly as outlined in the EMP 
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2 SCOPE 
The scope of the EMP is to:- 

 Identify a range of management actions which could mitigate the potential adverse impacts to 

acceptable levels. 

 Provide sufficient information to the relevant competent authorities and the MEFT to make informed 

decisions regarding the operations and transfer application. 

3 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 
The EMP provides management options to ensure impacts of the farm are minimised. An EMP is a tool 

used to take pro-active action by addressing potential problems before they occur. This should limit the 

corrective measures needed, although additional mitigation measures might be included if necessary. 

The environmental management measures are provided in the tables and descriptions below. These 

management measures should be adhered to during the various phases of the operations of the farm. All 

personnel taking part in the operations of the farm should be made aware of the contents in this section, 

so as to plan the operations accordingly and in an environmentally sound manner.  

The objectives of the EMP are: 

 to include all components of operations, maintenance and possible decommissioning of the 

agricultural development; 

 to prescribe the best practicable control methods to lessen the environmental impacts associated with 

the development; 

 to monitor and audit the performance of operational personnel in applying such controls; and 

 to ensure that appropriate environmental training is provided to responsible operational personnel. 

Various potential and definite impacts will emanate from the operations, maintenance and possible 

future decommissioning phases. The majority of these impacts can be mitigated or prevented. The 

impacts with prevention and mitigation measures are listed below. Impacts related to the operational 

phase are expected to mostly be of medium to low significance and can mostly be mitigated to have a 

low significance. However, cumulative impacts, especially related to the Orange River quality and 

availability of the resource are of high importance. Data related to water abstraction volumes and water 

quality, should be made submitted to the relevant authorities on a continual basis. 

Operations are existing and although planning for the operations was completed, some planning 

activities remain relevant. These are listed in the section below. 

 Planning  

During the phases of planning for continued operations, maintenance and possible future 

decommissioning of the farm, it is the responsibility of the Proponent to ensure they are and 

remain compliant with all legal requirements. The Proponent must also ensure that all required 

management measures are in place prior to, and during all phases, to ensure potential impacts 

and risks are minimised. The following actions are recommended for the planning phase and 

should continue during various other phases of the project: 

 Ensure that all necessary permits from the various ministries, local authorities and any 

other bodies that governs the operations of the facility are in place and remains valid. This 

includes the water permits and petroleum products licence (if required). 

 Ensure all appointed contractors and employees enter into an agreement which includes 

the EMP. Ensure that the contents of the EMP is understood by the contractors, sub-

contractors, employees and all personnel present or who will be present on site. 

 Make provisions to have a Health, Safety and Environmental (HSE) coordinator to 

implement the EMP and oversee occupational health and safety as well as general 

environmental related compliance at the site. 

 Have the following emergency plans, equipment and personnel on site where reasonable 

to deal with all potential emergencies:  

o EMP / risk management / mitigation / emergency response plan and HSE manuals 
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o Adequate protection and indemnity insurance cover for incidents; 

o Comply with the provisions of all relevant safety standards; 

o Procedures, equipment and materials required for emergencies. 

 If one has not already been established, establish and maintain a fund for future restoration 

of the project site should project activities cease and the site is decommissioned and 

environmental restoration or pollution remediation is required. 

 Establish and / or maintain a bi-annual reporting system to report on aspects of operations, 

maintenance and decommissioning as outlined in the EMP. 

 Submit bi-annual reports to the MEFT to allow for environmental clearance certificate 

renewal after three years. This is a requirement by MEFT. 

 Appoint a specialist environmental consultant to update the EMP and apply for renewal 

of the environmental clearance certificate prior to expiry. 

The following tables present the management measures for the construction, operational and 

decommissioning activities. 
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4 CONCLUSION 
The EMP, if properly implemented will help minimise adverse impacts on the environment. Where 

impacts occur, immediate action must be taken to reduce the escalation of effects associated with these 

impacts. As a living document and to ensure the relevance this EMP must be reviewed annually by the 

Proponent. The EMP should be used as an on-site reference document during all phases of the proposed 

project, monitoring should take place in order to determine compliance with the EMP. Parties 

responsible for transgression of the EMP should be held responsible for any rehabilitation that may 

need to be undertaken. 

Monitoring reports and rehabilitation plans and results must be submitted to MEFT biannually and kept 

available on site for future renewal applications for ECC. 
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