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6.3 Public Participation in the EIA process  

The public participation process (PPP) provided a platform to IAPs and stakeholders in an independent 

and neutral way that encouraged IAPs and stakeholders to participate and raise comments, issues of 

concern and suggestions for inputs into the EIA and EMP reports. During the EIA phase, public 

participation allowed IAPs and stakeholders to review and provide comments on the findings of the 

environmental assessment and the proposed management measures. IAPs and stakeholders will be 

notified about the outcome of the authority’s decision and by when the decision may be appealed.   

 
6.3.1 Public Notices and Invitations  

Following the EMA Act No 7 of 2007 (and its regulations of 2012), public notices were placed in two local 

newspapers (Confidente and The Namib Times) on the 8th and 15th March 2024 calling for registration 

of IAPs and stakeholders (Appendix B). Furthermore, notices were put at the notice board of the Erongo 

Regional Council Office, the Ministry of Mines and Energy office and the Swakopmund Constituency 

Office in Swakopmund as well as Arandis Constituency Office in Arandis (Appendix B). In addition, 

proactive measures were taken to engage directly with identified affected community at Goanikontes 

through the management of the resort at the Goanikontes Oasis as well as Bannerman Energy per 

request of Goanikontes camp and resort management (Appendix C). A public meeting was called for 

via email, by the consultant to take place on the 27th March 2024 at Goanikontes resort. 

  
6.3.2 Public meeting and participation   

After a wide coverage of the public invitations to register their interest in the assessment process as 

indicated in 6.3.1 (above), only two people/organisations registered as interested and/or affected parties 

via email (Appendix C-III). Attempt to host a meeting in Goanikontes was futile due to no interest shown 

despite proactive measures (Appendix B & C) to engage directly with identified affected community at 

Goanikontes who are mostly workers at the Goanikontes Resort and Camping site and agricultural 

activities. The estimated population of this community is about 100 people (Advisor.Travel, 2024).  

 

Despite the few individuals registering as interested and affected parties and the subsequent decision 

not to hold a public meeting, it is crucial to underscore that the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

was conducted with utmost diligence and independence. This thoroughness was ensured through 

comprehensive dissemination of information via public notices published in local newspapers and 

prominently displayed on notice boards at strategic locations such as the Erongo Regional Council Office, 

the constituency Councillor's office, and the Ministry of Mines and Energy. 
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Moreover, proactive measures were taken to engage directly with identified affected communities, 

although regrettably, they did not demonstrate interest in participating. Despite this lack of engagement, 

the EIA process proceeded meticulously, with all relevant stakeholders being informed and given the 

opportunity to contribute. 

 

The evidence (Appendix B & C) supporting these efforts, including detailed email conversations, serves 

as concrete proof of the commitment to fulfilling the requisite public consultation aspect of the EIA 

process. It reflects a conscientious approach to ensuring transparency, accountability, and inclusivity in 

the assessment of environmental impacts. 

 

In addition, the draft EIA and EMP report was shared for inputs with all the established contacts despite 

lack of interest shown ((Appendix C). 
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APPENDIX B: Public Adverts.  

I. Namib Times Adverts 
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II. Confidente Adverts 
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III. Swakopmund Constituency Office, Swakopmund 
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IV. Erongo Regional Council Office, Swakopmund 
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V. Ministry of Mines and Energy Office, Swakopmund 
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 APPENDIX C: Email Communications.  

I. Communication with Goanikontes Resort and Camping Site. 
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II. Communications with Bannerman Mining Resources Namibia  
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III. Communication with other interested and affected parties  
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