
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

The public participation process for the exploration activities aimed to ensure that all Interested 

and Affected Parties (IAPs) and/or organisations that might be affected by the proposed 

exploration activities were informed of the project and could register their views and concerns. 

By consulting with IAPs the range of environmental issues to be considered in the Scoping 

Report (including the assessment of impacts) has been given specific context and focus.  

Included below is a summary of the people consulted, the process that was followed, and the 

issues that were identified.  

 

4.1 Stakeholders 

Table 1 provides a list of stakeholders to whom the Background Information Document (BID) 

has been directly emailed. Other individuals contacted the EIA team to register as an IAP after 

the newspaper adverts had been placed on 23 and 30 July 2021 (see Table 1). The detailed 

list of IAPs can be found in Appendix E. 

Table 1: Stakeholder list 

Organisation 

Erongo Regional Council 

  

Ministry of Mines & Energy 

MEFT  

The Chamber of Mines of Namibia  

Namibian Chamber of Environment 

Affected landowners 

IAP 

NBRI 

Dip. Entrepreneurship and New Venture 
Management 
Co-Founder & Managing Director of Open 
Innovation Investment CC 
Chairperson of Open Foundation of Hope of the 
People (OFHP) 

 

4.2 Steps in the consultation process 

Table 2 sets out the steps in the consultation process that were conducted during the EIA 

Scoping process: 

Table 2: Consultation process with IAPs. 

TASK DESCRIPTION DATE 

Notification - regulatory authorities and IAPs 

IAP 

identification 

See Table 1 and a full list in Appendix XX July 2021 



TASK DESCRIPTION DATE 

Newspaper 

Advertisements 

Block advertisements were placed as follows: 

• Allgemeine Zeitung  

• Republikein 

• Namibian Sun 

Copies of the advertisements are attached in Appendix 

C. 

23 & 30 July 2021 

Distribution of 

background 

information 

document (BID)  

BIDs were emailed to I&APs listed in Table 1 on 23 July 

2021. Hard copies of the BID were also provided to Farm 

Owners which the Environmental Team met with.  

The purpose of the BID was to inform IAPs about the 

exploration activities, the EIA (Scoping) process being 

followed, environmental impacts and means of providing 

input to the EIA (Scoping) process.  Attached to the BID 

was a registration and response form, which provided 

IAPs with an opportunity to submit their names, contact 

details and comments on the project. 

A copy of the BID is attached in Appendix D.  

04 February 2019 

Site notices A site notice was prepared and printed. However, during 

the site visit the Environmental Team could not find a 

suitable location to place the Notice that would add any 

value to the process. Rather, the Environmental Team 

ensured that the relevant landowners were informed 

through alternative means as further described in this 

table 

- 

Focus Group 

Meetings 

Various one to one meetings (informal) and telephone 

discussions with farmers were held during and after the 

EIA registration period. Reference was made to the BID 

during these discussions / meetings. A summary of the 

(informal) meetings and discussions held by the 

Environmental Team is presented in Appendix E. 

July - August 2021 

Comments 

Comments and 

Responses 

See Table 3 July – August 2021 

Review of draft Scoping Report 

IAPs and 

authorities 

(excluding 

MEFT) review of 

The Scoping Report has been distributed to all IAPs that 

are registered on the IAP database via e-mail.   

Authorities and IAPs have 21 working days to review the 

Scoping Report and submit comments in writing to A. 

October - 

November 2021 



TASK DESCRIPTION DATE 

Scoping Report 

and EMP 

Speiser.  The closing date for comments was 17 

November 2021. 

MEFT review of 

Scoping Report 

and EMP 

A copy of the final Scoping Report, including authority and 

IAP review comments, was delivered to MME and MEFT 

on completion of the public review process, for their review 

and decision. 

November 2021 

 

4.3 Summary of issues raised 

Table 3 and Error! Reference source not found. below summaries the comments received 

(though e-mail) and the responses. As only a few comments were received no separate Issue 

and Response document has been compiled. The original emails can be obtained from ASEC. 

A summary of the farmers contacted and the issues raised are included in Appendix E. 

Table 3: Issues and comments received after the newspaper advertisements. 

Issues / Comments Raised by Responses 

The process should be sustainable to 

ensure that our natural beauty of Namibia, 

specifically in the Namib Naukluft park, be 

preserved for the future of our 

generations. 

Ensure that local people in the area 

surrounding should understand the 

process and future benefit it will bring to 

the region.  

If there is any unskilled work please make 

use of the local community from the 

region. 

Kennedy V. 

Kandjii:  

 

 

The EIA process has 

addressed this. 

 

 

EIA process explained in the 

EIA report.  

 

Will be addressed in the EMP.  

What exactly is planned for the 

exploration activities? 

Ms Tromp Please refer to section 7 for a 

description of the proposed 

exploration activities. 

Received information about historic 

exploration activities (not specific to EPL 

6605) that were not conducted very well 

and the exploration company made a 

mess and did not properly rehabilitate.  

Comment noted.  

However, an EIA process 

needs to be undertaken for 

the proposed exploration 

programme by (this EIA 

process / report) and the 

potential impacts assessed. 

An EMP is prepared on the 

basis of the assessment and 

Bezant must adhere to these 



Issues / Comments Raised by Responses 

commitments (see Appendix 

H).  

Very limited groundwater is available. it is 

unlikely that Groundwater will be available 

for the proposed exploration activities. 

Various 

landowners 

(Farms on 

which the 

target areas 

are located – 

refer to Figure 

2): 

This has been noted and the 

client needs to discuss 

access to water for drilling 

with the respective farm 

owners. 

Concerned about access to the farm and 

the exploration team that would move 

around on the farm. There could be 

security issues and there is game that 

could be poached. 

Exploration team members 

IDs need to be provided to the 

farm owners. Working hours 

will be from sunrise to sunset, 

if not otherwise agreed with 

the farm owner.  

Accommodation needs to be 

discussed with the farm 

owner.  

Animals (i.e .Oryx) move though the farm 

and specifically near the target area. 

Where will the exploration Team stay? If 

there are people moving in this area 

during the night time, it might spook the 

oryx away. 

Mr. W Kessler 

(Farm Aros) 

Accommodation needs to be 

discussed with the farm 

owner. Working hours will be 

from sunrise to sunset, if not 

otherwise agreed with the 

farm owner. 

The BID states that the main access to the 

target areas will be via the M36 and C26 

Roads. This cannot be. The target areas 

can only be access via the D1982 road. 

Thank you for this comment. 

This is corrected in the 

Scoping Report (see section 

7.6). 

Once the start mining in this area, what 

will the benefits be to us as the land 

owners?  

Ms J 

Groenewald 

This EIA process and Scoping 

Report relates to the 

proposed exploration 

activities only. Therefore, no 

mining activities are yet 

proposed. Depending the 

exploration results and further 

feasibilities studies, Bezant 

might apply for a mining 

licence in future. However, 

this entails another EIA 

process where all the 

potential mining related 

activities need to be identified 

and assessed.  

 



  



Appendix A: Adverts in the Republikein, Sun and Allgemeine Zeitung 



Advertisements from 23 July 2021 

 



Advertisements from 30 July 2021 

 


