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while other parties who contacted the Consultant after project advertisement notices in the 

newspapers, were registered as I&APs upon their request. Newspaper advertisements of the 

proposed offshore exploration activities were placed in two widely read national newspapers in 

the region (The Namibian and New Era Newspapers). The project advertisement/announcement 

ran for two consecutive weeks inviting members of the public to register as I&APs and submit 

their comments. The list of registered and consulted I&APs is provided in Appendix D. 

6.2 Communication with I&APs 
The public consultation process was conducted according to the requirements of Regulation 21 

of the EIA Regulations. However, the complete fulfilment of this Regulation was slightly affected 

by the COVID-19 Regulations. Regardless, the Environmental Consultant tried all the possible 

ways to ensure that they reached as many people as possible to get involved in the process. The 

communication with the interested and affect parties (I&APs) about the proposed project was 

done through the following means and in this order to ensure that the public is notified and 

afforded an opportunity to comment on the proposed project activities: 

• Registration of pre-identified stakeholders and interested & affected parties (I&APs) and 

updating the list throughout the environmental assessment process. 

• Placement of newspaper adverts in two newspapers, New Era and The Namibian both on 

the 22nd and 29th of June 2021 - Appendix E, briefly explaining the activity and its locality, 

inviting members of the public to register as I&APs and submit their comments/concerns. 

• A Background Information Document (BID) containing brief information about the 

proposed facility was compiled (Appendix F) and circulated to relevant pre-identified 

authorities (stakeholders) on 30 June 2021, and upon request to all new registered I&APs. 

• A project/public notice was compiled (the clear copy of this public notice is shown in Figure 

16), printed in three A3 size posters. The public notice contained public meeting invitation 

details and were placed at the following places: 

o In Swakopmund at the Erongo Regional Council notice board since the harbour 

infrastructures to be used by the exploration vessel would be taking off from the 

Walvis Bay Harbour which falls under the Erongo Region jurisdiction (Figure 17).  

o In Opuwo at the Kunene Regional Council notice board (Figure 18) because on 

the onshore eastern side, the EPL borders the Skeleton Coast National Park 

which falls under the Kunene Region jurisdiction. 



Linco Investment CC  EPL 6929: Offshore Exploration 

45 
 

o Walvis Bay Municipality notice board (in Walvis Bay – Figure 19) because the 

town houses the harbour infrastructure/facilities which will provide services to the 

exploration vessel. 

• Two slot online public consultation meetings were arranged and the link shared with all 

registered I&APs a week prior to the meeting date. The meeting slots were scheduled for 

Thursday, the 15th of July 2021 at 10h30 in the morning and 14h30. However, the meeting 

was a no-show. The Consultant assumed the meeting was a no-show due to some of the 

following reasons: 

o Lack of interest in the project because the project is offshore, and most 

members of the public do not see the need to get involved in. 

o Due to the global pandemic of the coronavirus, people may rather be 

worried about navigating their lives through the COVID-19 situation and its 

regulations. Some may have been interested but internet connection or 

operating electronic devices to join online gatherings/meetings could had 

been a limiting factor, etc. 
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Figure 16: Clear copy of the A3 Public notice with visible details 
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Figure 17: Public notice placed at the Erongo Regional Council 
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Figure 18: Public notice placed at the Kunene Regional Council 
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Figure 19: Public notice placed at the Municipality of Walvis Bay 

 

6.3 Public Consultation Feedback  
The feedback on the BID was received from two I&APs and this is summarized in Table 3 below 

and shown as received in Figure 20. 

Table 3: Summary of comments received from I&APs on the BID and prior to the public meeting 

Commentor, Date & Mode of 

commenting 

Comment/Issue/Suggestion ESD Response 

Dr Christopher Brown (Namibia 

Chamber of Environment (NCE)), 1 

July 2021 (Email) 

Waste management: it is important 

that any plastic is properly managed 

– either remove plastic before 

leaving shore and put into recycling 

or bring it back to shore and recycle. 

There have been cases where 

plastic is simply discarded overboard 

or allowed to blow overboard – and 

even put through the galley onboard 

macerators and discarded 

overboard with waste food as small 

plastic fragments. 

The valuable input has been 

incorporated into the impact 

identification and assessment 

sections of this Report and draft 

EMP. 
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Dr Simon Elwen (Sea Search 

Research and Conservation - 

Namibian Dolphin Project), 29 July 

2021 (Email) 

Potential significant impacts on 

marine mammals - especially the 

seismic surveys during exploration 

but also the long-term mining if it 

takes place. The area in question 

has a high density of Heaviside's and 

dusky dolphins as well as seasonally 

migrating humpback whales. 

The valuable input has been 

incorporated into the impact 

identification and assessment 

sections of this Report. A Desktop 

Benthic Study has been 

conducted and the Report is 

attached hereto as Appendix G. 

 

 

 

Figure 20: Comments as received from I&APs 

The following chapter entails the potential impacts that are anticipated to be associated with the 

project activities, their description (for the negative/adverse impacts only), assessment and 

management/mitigation thereof to minimize their significance to the affected environmental 

features. 










