Mandy Investments 294 (Pty) Ltd Irrigation on Farm Skaapplaas No. 414

regards to the proposed development was facilitated through the following means and in this

order:

A Background Information Document (BID) containing brief information about the
proposed facility was compiled (Appendix E) and circulated to relevant pre-identified
authorities (stakeholders), and upon request to all new registered I&APs,

Project Environmental Assessment notices were published in The Namibian newspaper
(14 and 24 May 2021) and New Era (12 and 26 May 2021) - Appendix F, briefly
explaining the activity and its locality, inviting members of the public to register as 1&APs
and submit their comments/concerns.

Site notices (A3) were placed at the //Karas Regional Council notice board in
Keetmanshoop (Figure 27 and Figure 28 (clear copy of the notice)) to inform members
of the public of the EIA process and register as I&APs, as well as submit comments. The
notices could not be placed at the site (Farm Skaapplaas) because the Farm is

isolated, and no one would be able to see the notice at the Farm. Therefore, the

frequented place in the area where the notice would be seen by the public was in

Keetmanshoop at the Regional Council.

A public consultation meeting was scheduled for 09 June 2021 at Farm Skaapplaas
outside Keetmanshoop. However, this meeting was a no show for members of the public

or the neighbors.
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Irrigation on Farm Skaapplaas No. 414
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Figure 27: Public notices placed at the //Karas Regional Council
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Irrigation on Farm Skaapplaas No. 414

THE PROPOSED IRRIGATION ACTIVITIES (PROJECT) ON FARM SKAAPPLAAS NO.414 LOCATED NORTH OF NAUTE
DAM IN THE KEETMANSHOOP DISTRICT, //KARAS REGION, NAMIBIA: AN APPLICATION FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL
CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE (ECC) AND WATER ABSTRACTION & USE LICENSE

Under the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and its 2012 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, the
public is hereby notified that an applicaticn for the Envit tal Clearance Certificate (ECC). Water Abstraction & Use License
for the proposed imigation project will be submitted to the Environmental Commissioner.

Proponent: Mandy Investments Two Hundred and Ninety-Four (Pty) Ltd
Environmental Consultant: Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd
Type of activity: krrigation activities on the privately owned Farm Skaapplaas No.414

Location & Footprint: The proposed irrigation activities will eb carried out on Farm Skaapplaas No. 414, about 10 km north of the
Naute Dam {see map below). The approxi: site coordi! are 26°49'00.16" S, 15°54'26.19" E. The total area planned for the
project activities is 1300 hectares (ha). The project land will be implemented in three phases, and these are as follows:

« Phase 1:300 ha,
« Phase 2: afurther 700 ha, and
= Phase 3: a further 300 ha (totaling 1300 ha)

Members of the public are further invited to register as Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) to commentiraise concems or
receive further information on the EA process. Registration is to be done with EDS on the contact details below.

A Public Consultation Meeting will be held at:
Venue: Farm Skaapplaas No. 414

Date: 09 June 2021

Time: 11h00

Reg and ts should reach EDS before end of business on Thursday, 17 June 2021.
Contact Person(s): Mr. Nerson Tjelos / Ms. Althea Brandt

Tel: +264 61 2508 530
E-mail: info@edsnamibia.com or abrandt@edsnamibia.com

e

Excel Dynamic Solutions
Location of Farm Skaapplaas No. 414 North of the Naute Dam
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Figure 28: Photo of the A3 Public notice

58




Mandy Investments 294 (Pty) Ltd Irrigation on Farm Skaapplaas No. 414

6.3 Public Consultation Meeting
A public consultation meeting is one of the most important component of public consultation

process as it brings the consultant and affected members of the public (particularly from the
affected site area) together. The meeting is usually done in an interactive session form so that
the community members or members of the public can express their opinions, give their concerns,

and make suggestions to the proposed project.

A public consultation meeting was arranged for 11h00 (11am) on the 9" of June 2021 at the
project site (Farm Skaapplaas No. 414). However, none of the members of the public, neighbours
or representatives of the invited authorities came to the meeting venue. This is true because the
EDS consultants spent the whole day at Farm Skaapplaas undertaking the site assessment (from

10h30 to 16h00)._The Consultant assumed the meeting was a no show due to the following

reasons:

e Lack of interest in the project because the project water supply is the Naute Dam (to be
supplied via NamWater water supply line) and not the local aquifers (groundwater), hence
not affecting the locals directly. From experience, public interest and concern in an area
would be high if the water for the project would be abstracted water from an already low
potential resource like boreholes in these dry parts of the country.

e The neighbouring properties to Farm Skaapplaas are more than 2 km away, therefore
these neighbours might think that the project activities will be of no interest or have low

interruption to and impact on their daily routines and livelihoods.

e Due to the global pandemic of the coronavirus, some people are not comfortable with
attending meetings or be in gatherings that may compromise their health (fear of

contracting the virus from interacting with other people from different areas).

6.4 Public Consultation Feedback
The only feedback received by EDS Consultants from newspaper adverts, emails sent to pre-

identified and on request I&APs, letters (with BIDs) sent to the relevant national and regional

authorities was acknowledgement of receipt.

The following chapter entails the potential impacts that are anticipated to be associated with the
irrigation project activities, their description (for the negative/adverse impacts only), assessment
and management/mitigation thereof to minimize their significance to the affected environmental

features.
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Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd

New Era Newspaper Adverts (12 & 26 May 2021): The Proposed Irrigation Activities on Farm

Skaapplaas No. 414 situated North of the Naute Dam in the Keetmanshoop District of the //Karas

Region, Namibia
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The Namibian Newspaper Adverts (14 & 24 May 2021): The Proposed Irrigation Activities on Farm

Skaapplaas No. 414 situated North of the Naute Dam in the Keetmanshoop District of the //Karas
Region, Namibia
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