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regards to the proposed development was facilitated through the following means and in this 

order: 

• A Background Information Document (BID) containing brief information about the 

proposed facility was compiled (Appendix E) and circulated to relevant pre-identified 

authorities (stakeholders), and upon request to all new registered I&APs, 

• Project Environmental Assessment notices were published in The Namibian newspaper 

(14 and 24 May 2021) and New Era (12 and 26 May 2021) - Appendix F, briefly 

explaining the activity and its locality, inviting members of the public to register as I&APs 

and submit their comments/concerns. 

• Site notices (A3) were placed at the //Karas Regional Council notice board in 

Keetmanshoop (Figure 27 and Figure 28 (clear copy of the notice)) to inform members 

of the public of the EIA process and register as I&APs, as well as submit comments. The 

notices could not be placed at the site (Farm Skaapplaas) because the Farm is 

isolated, and no one would be able to see the notice at the Farm. Therefore, the 

frequented place in the area where the notice would be seen by the public was in 

Keetmanshoop at the Regional Council. 

• A public consultation meeting was scheduled for 09 June 2021 at Farm Skaapplaas 

outside Keetmanshoop. However, this meeting was a no show for members of the public 

or the neighbors.  
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Figure 27: Public notices placed at the //Karas Regional Council 
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Figure 28: Photo of the A3 Public notice  
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6.3 Public Consultation Meeting 
A public consultation meeting is one of the most important component of public consultation 

process as it brings the consultant and affected members of the public (particularly from the 

affected site area) together. The meeting is usually done in an interactive session form so that 

the community members or members of the public can express their opinions, give their concerns, 

and make suggestions to the proposed project. 

A public consultation meeting was arranged for 11h00 (11am) on the 9th of June 2021 at the 

project site (Farm Skaapplaas No. 414). However, none of the members of the public, neighbours 

or representatives of the invited authorities came to the meeting venue. This is true because the 

EDS consultants spent the whole day at Farm Skaapplaas undertaking the site assessment (from 

10h30 to 16h00). The Consultant assumed the meeting was a no show due to the following 

reasons: 

• Lack of interest in the project because the project water supply is the Naute Dam (to be 

supplied via NamWater water supply line) and not the local aquifers (groundwater), hence 

not affecting the locals directly. From experience, public interest and concern in an area 

would be high if the water for the project would be abstracted water from an already low 

potential resource like boreholes in these dry parts of the country.  

• The neighbouring properties to Farm Skaapplaas are more than 2 km away, therefore 

these neighbours might think that the project activities will be of no interest or have low 

interruption to and impact on their daily routines and livelihoods. 

• Due to the global pandemic of the coronavirus, some people are not comfortable with 

attending meetings or be in gatherings that may compromise their health (fear of 

contracting the virus from interacting with other people from different areas). 

6.4 Public Consultation Feedback  
The only feedback received by EDS Consultants from newspaper adverts, emails sent to pre-

identified and on request I&APs, letters (with BIDs) sent to the relevant national and regional 

authorities was acknowledgement of receipt.  

The following chapter entails the potential impacts that are anticipated to be associated with the 

irrigation project activities, their description (for the negative/adverse impacts only), assessment 

and management/mitigation thereof to minimize their significance to the affected environmental 

features. 
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