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Bluestate Investments (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 7811 for base and rare metals, dimension 
stones, industrial minerals, and precious metals. The EPL 7811 is situated in the 
Dâures Constituency, Erongo Region, and was granted on the 4/08/2020 and will expire 
on the 3/08/2023. The EPL 7811 has a total area of 6083.0139Ha and covers the 
Communal land situated to the west of Nu-Uis and northwest of Okombahe.  
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
and other historical data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities 
and if the results are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities 
using techniques such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, 
and sampling for laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the 
Environmental Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 
of 2012 and cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate 
(ECC). 
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: +264812772546 
 

CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 
FROM THURSDAY 20th MAY 2021 to FRIDAY 11th JUNE 2021 
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Bluestate Investments (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 8019 for base and rare metals, dimension 
stones, industrial minerals, and precious metals. The EPL 8019 was granted on the 
11/11/2020 and will expire on the 10/11/2023. The EMP area is located in the Karibib 
Constituency of the Erongo Region. The EPL 8019 covers a total area of 12527.8202Ha 
over the portions of the following commercial farmlands: Wilhelmstal, Fahlwater, 
Kamelbalm, Okondura North, Waldheim, Kaumbo,  Kansimba, Otjozondu and Otjua..   
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
and other historical data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities 
and if the results are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities 
using techniques such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, 
and sampling for laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the 
Environmental Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 
of 2012 and cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate 
(ECC). 
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: +264812772546 
CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 

FROM THURSDAY 20th MAY 2021 to FRIDAY 11th JUNE 2021 
 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE (ECC) BY 

BLUESTATE INVESTMENTS (Pty) Ltd FOR PROPOSED MINERALS 
PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES IN THE EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE (EPL) 

No. 8019, KARIBIB CONSTITUENCY, ERONGO REGION 
 

Your International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 
Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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Staff Writer 

Dundee Precious Metals Tsumeb Vice 
President and Managing Director, 
Zebra Kasete, handed over a donation 

of building materials valued at N$50, 000.00 
to the Tsumeb Men and Women Network, in 
recognition of their community’s efforts to 
curb crime.

The donation will be used to build an office 
from which the Men and Women Network will 
operate in collaboration with other volunteers.

The Tsumeb Men and Women Network is a 
community policing volunteer organization 
that works in collaboration with local police 
in Tsumeb to fight crimes. “Violent and petty 
crimes are a growing problem in Namibia, 
particularly in informal settlements” said 
Kasete at the handover event. 

He also outlined the detrimental effects of 
crime on the national economy and investment 
opportunities, with Deputy Commissioner: 
Head of Operations Division, Namibian Police 
Oshikoto Region, and Petrus Shigwedha 
adding that the police cannot solve public safety 
problems alone.

Shigwedha encouraged community policing 
and interactive partnerships that will result 
in the development of trust with community 
members. 

Also, in attendance was, Tsumeb Municipality 
Council Member, Abraham Baseko and 
members of the Tsumeb Men and Women 
Network.

Dundee supports community efforts to combat crime

Community crime fighters unite… The objective of community-based policing is to get citizens involved in discouraging and preventing crime 
at the local level by encouraging neighbors to look out for each other. From left to right: Dundee Precious Metals Tsumeb Manager Community 
Development-Fabian Mubiana, Deputy Commissioner: Head of Operations Division, Namibian Police Oshikoto Region-Petrus Shigwedha, Men and 
Women Network Chairperson-Gottlieb Hayoonga and Dundee Precious Metals Tsumeb Vice President and Managing Director-Zebra Kasete.
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that area. 
These are grass species 

composit ion,  f requenc y, 
abundance, density and soil 
cover. Basically, the quality of the 
grass plant can be attributed to 
its species, growth structure and 
life cycle.  Farmers commonly 
use the term palatability as an 
assertion of the quality of the 
grass; however, grasses have 
different levels of palatability. 

A palatable grass is one that 
an animal is attracted to or 
selects to graze – and this is 
influenced by its smell, taste, 
nutrients and digestibility.

Therefore, selective grazing 
becomes dangerous, especially 
when species diversity or 
composition is narrow, leading 
to local extinction of sensitive 
valuable grass species. 

One of the important 
attributes that farmers should 
understand is the grass life 
cycle or life span. There are 
two different life spans under 
which grasses can be classified 
– annual and perennial. The 
annual grasses refer to grasses 
that have a shorter life span of 
less than a year. 

They grow fast, produce 
seeds quickly and shed seeds for 
reseeding, and then the mother 
plant dies. Usually, annual 
grasses emerge with the first 
rainfall or are only seen during 
the wet season but disappear 
during the dry season, usually 
by August.

These types of grasses 
dominate many grazing areas 
in Namibia as their dominance 

increases with rangeland 
degradation. On the other hand, 
perennial grasses have a longer 
life span or last for more years. 
Unlike annuals, they do not die 
after shedding seeds, but only 
undergo a dormancy period 
(stop growing) during the dry 
season to conserve nutrients for 
regrowth from the same stump 
in the next rainy season. 

There are many different 
species of perennial grasses; 
however, not all are palatable 
or well utilised by grazing 
animals. The most valuable 
perennial grasses are more 
sensitive to continuous grazing; 
thus, their dominance decreases 
with overgrazing or rangeland 
degradation, which,in turn, gives 
rise to aggressive establishment 
of annual grasses.

To make informed grazing 
management decisions, farmers 
need to know and understand 
the impact of the prevailing 
ecological perturbations, 
including herbivory, climate 
and intra-and inter-specific 
species competitions. The 
reaction of the rangeland to 
these perturbations can be 
observed through its plant 
population establishment and 
distribution. 

The dominating annual 
grasses in almost all grazing 
areas in Namibia currently 
include Schmidtia kalahariensis, 
Chloris virgata, Eragrostis 
porosa, Eneapogon cencroides 
and Urochloa brachyuran. 

The dominating perennial 
grasses  are  St ipagrost is 

uniplumis, Stipagrostis obtusa, 
Stipagrostis hochstetteriana, 

Eragrostis pallens, Eragrostis 
rigidior, and Aristida stipitata, 
amongst others. The most 
valuable perennial grasses 
such as Cenchrus ciliaris, 
Brachiar ia  n ig rop e dat a , 
Anthephora pubescens and 
Schmidtia pappophoroides are 
only observed in well managed 
or least disturbed areas in some 
parts of the country.

Farmers can obtain more 
knowledge of these grasses from 
descriptive literature books (e.g. 
Grasses of Namibia) and can 
find common names as well. 
These literature material and 
information can be found on the 
internet, book shops, Namibia 
Botanical Research Institute and 
university libraries, amongst 
others. 

It is advisable that farmers 
engage in restorative practices on 
their rangelands. These include 
improving soil conditions, 
controlling bush densities, 
reintroducing the valuable 
perennial grasses by reseeding 
on their grazing areas, and to 
cultivate them in gardens or 
crop fields. 

These efforts should all be 
aimed at reducing pressure and 
adding value on the rangelands, 
and to ensure sustainable fodder 
availability for livestock. Lastly, 
farm with nature and farm with 
grass for profit. - AgriBank

* Erastus Ngaruka is technical 
advisor Agribank’s advisory 
services.

AGRI TODAY
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In Namibia, livestock production 
is heavily dependent on the 
rangeland, which grows a variety 

of forage resources including trees, 
shrubs, grasses and forbs. These plants 
differ in growth forms, structure, life 
cycles, habitat preferences and their 

uses. Livestock farming in the country 
is dominated by grazing livestock, 
mainly cattle and sheep.

Moreover, these animal species 
mainly depend on grass for their 
nutrition. When one describes 
a grazing area, there are several 
attributes that should be key to 
determining the grazing value of 

Understanding grassesUnderstanding grasses
...how different species can help your livestock

Truth. For its own sake.
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Late af ter no on on a 
Saturday, Gertrud Aron, 
a subsistence farmer at a 

village in the Oshana region in 
the northern part of Namibia gave 
instructions on how members 
of her household would sow 
seeds. She was diverting from 
the conventional way of planting 
the same crop in the same plots.

 “We are trying crop rotation, 
in the hope for better yields later 
during harvesting season,” Aron 
said on Saturday.

 According to the 78 –years-
old farmer, the approach is also 
complemented by sowing with 
new seed varieties suitable for the 
rainy farming season. The change 
is an adaptation mechanism 
after the farmers encountered 
unpredictable weather patterns 
over the years, which complicated 
farming predictions.

  “O ver  the  years ,  we 
encountered a mix of conditions 
and challenges such as flooding, 
drought and pests breakout. We 
derived many lessons. So, it is 
only fair that we explore new 
seed varieties amongst other 
approaches,” Aron added.

 The country received above-
normal rainfall early this year, 
according to Odile Kgobetsi from 
the local meteorological services 
department in Namibia.

  While Namibia received 
regular to above-normal rainfall 
in late 2019 and in 2020, it was 
preceded by persistent drought 
which loomed into 2016 and 
other years, seen as the worst 
in more than 30 years for the 
country. Namibian President 
in May 2019 subsequently also 
declared a state of emergency.

 Joas Barakius from the same 
area also farms with pearl millet. 
To maximize on good rainfall, in 
addition to opting for new seed 
varieties, he made sure he added 
organic manure to improve soil 
fertility.

  “I applied the fertilizers 
ahead of the ploughing. But 
what is new this year is that I also 
complemented that with other 
fertilizers applied post sowing,” 
he said.

  Furthermore, like Aron, he 
also adopted new practices. 
According to Barakius, seeds 
are critical at the sowing stage of 
the farming season, thus farmers 
make it a priority to select the best.

 “The seeds determine the type 
of yields, quantity and quality of 
the harvest,” he added.

 Moreover, the villagers were 
also provided with free seeds by 
the local agricultural extension 

offices.
  “This was done to ensure 

inclusivity of all farmers as some 
might not have any surplus,” said 
Fanuel Henok, a member of the 
local village council.

villagers also come together 
to help each other at various 
stages of farming, which makes 
the work easier and the process 
faster, Henok said.

  Meanwhile, an expert has 
urged farmers to further adopt 
other unconventional methods 
such as conservation agriculture 
to improve yields.

 “That way farmers would be 
able to plant and farm according 
to the weather patterns and 
environment,” said Oswald 
Mwanyangapo, an official from 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Water and Land Reform.

  In the interim, the farming 
season has offered Namibian 
subsistence farmers hope 
for yields despite Covid-19 
challenges.

  “We are hopeful of better 
yields and prosperity,” Aron said.

  Biochar is a charcoal-like 
substance that’s made by burning 
organic material from agricultural 
and forestry wastes (also called 
biomass) in a controlled process 
called pyrolysis. Although 
it looks a lot like common 
charcoal, biochar is produced 
using a specific process to reduce 
contamination and safely store 
carbon. 

  During pyrolysis, organic 
materials such as wood chips, 
leaf litter or dead plants, are 
burned in a container with very 
little oxygen. As the materials 
burn, they release little to no 
contaminating fumes. During 
the pyrolysis process, the organic 
material is converted into biochar, 
a stable form of carbon that can’t 
easily escape into the atmosphere. 

  The energy or heat created 
during pyrolysis can be captured 
and used as a form of clean energy. 
Biochar is by far more efficient at 
converting carbon into a stable 
form and is cleaner than other 
forms of charcoal.

  In  terms of  physica l 
attributes, biochar is black, 
highly porous, lightweight, fine-
grained and has a large surface 
area. Approximately 70% of 
its composition is carbon. The 
remaining percentage consists of 
nitrogen, hydrogen and oxygen 
among other elements. Biochar’s 
chemical composition varies 
depending on the feedstocks used 
to make it and the methods used 
to heat it.  -Xinhua

 

Namibian farmers  
take on bio-char

 Application… A farmworker applies biochar to a field during a demonstration at a farm 40km from Windhoek 
in this file photo.

 Diversity… A man demonstrates biochar production. A group of Namibian farmers are changing the face of 
farming in the normally infertile soils of the desert that characterizes the Southern African country through 
the use of biochar as a form of natural fertilizer. 
Photos: Musa C Kaseke/Xinhua
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Bluestate Investments (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 7811 for base and rare metals, dimension 
stones, industrial minerals, and precious metals. The EPL 7811 is situated in the 
Dâures Constituency, Erongo Region, and was granted on the 4/08/2020 and will expire 
on the 3/08/2023. The EPL 7811 has a total area of 6083.0139Ha and covers the 
Communal land situated to the west of Nu-Uis and northwest of Okombahe.  
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
and other historical data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities 
and if the results are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities 
using techniques such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, 
and sampling for laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the 
Environmental Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 
of 2012 and cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate 
(ECC). 
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: +264812772546 
 

CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 
EXTENDED TO FRIDAY 9th JULY 2021 
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BLUESTATE INVESTMENTS (Pty) Ltd FOR PROPOSED MINERALS 
PROSPECTING ACTIVITIES IN THE EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE (EPL) 

No. 7811, DÂURES CONSTITUENCY, ERONGO REGION 
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