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SECTION 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Mr. Nico Kaoti (the Proponent and owner of Ongeama Tjovike Lodge & Tourism cc) 

proposes to construct a lodge and associated tourism facility in Daures Constituency, 

Erongo Region. The Proponent has appointed Ms. Grace Shihepo, an Independent 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner to undertake the requisite Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) for construction of the lodge and associated tourism facility.  

 

The Environmental Management Act (Act No. 7 of 2007, also knowns as the EMA) and 

EIA Regulations (Government Notice No: 30, 2012), classifies activities (known as listed 

activities) that may not be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate 

(ECC). This implies that an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should be undertaken 

and an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) should be developed and should be 

submitted to the Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) as part of the application for 

an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 

 

 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THE BID  

 

The purpose of this Background Information Document (BID) is to provide a description of 

the proposed activity and to enable Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP’s) to register 

and participate in the EIA process, as well as to provide comments on the environmental, 

social and economic aspects relating to the proposed development. As guided by the EIA 

regulations, the Public Participation Process (PPP) entails notification of the proposed 

development via Newspaper adverts, site notices and distribution of the BID, EIA Scoping 

Report (ESR) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) to Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs).  

 

The objectives of the BID are: 

 

 To ensure that the project information provided by the client is complete;  

 Key aspects pertaining to the EIA are identified and raised early on by the 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), the Competent Authority and 

I&AP’s; and   

 The BID provides the index for the EIA Scoping exercise and EMP (similar to a 

dichotomous key). In other words, it presents what is important and how it should 

be assessed and how mitigation measures should be implemented. 

 

1.2 PROJECT RATIONALE 

 

The tourism industry offers a unique lodging environment, which caters for an ever-

increasing group of travellers. Bush lodges and guesthouses create a homely climate, 

where guests become temporary members of a larger family and it becomes easy to settle. 

Ongeama Tjovike & Tourism cc intends to embark on developing better service delivery 

techniques in accordance with international standards and as per requirements of the 
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Namibia Tourism Board. The Proponent aims to provide a conducive working environment 

with lucrative wages to local members of the community and will in turn provide world-

class affordable leisure and accommodation facilities to the visitors. The proposed lodge 

will further create a better future the surrounding community members and it will benefit 

many individuals during construction and operation phases of the lodge. The lodge will 

also contribution towards poverty alleviation strategies, uplift living standards of local 

people and address objectives of the Harambee Prosperity Plan.   

 

1.3 THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRACTITIONER 

 

 

Ms. Grace Shihepo is a qualified Environmentalist specializing in environmental research 

and socio-economic development projects. Her experience in the environmental sciences 

arena spans over 15 years which ranges from developing and implementing regulatory 

frameworks and enabling strategies, executing project appraisals, to monitoring and 

implementation of developmental projects throughout South Africa and Namibia. 

 

Ms. Shihepo’s educational qualifications include a Master of Science specializing in 

Environmental Planning and Management obtained from UNESCO Institute of Hydraulic 

Engineering in the Netherlands; a Bachelor of Technology and National Diploma in 

Natural Resources Management as well as a Postgraduate Diploma in Business 

Administration. 

 

SECTION 2 

 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Mr. Nico Kaoti intends to construct and operate a lodge within Ongeama Tjovike village. 

This village is located with Daures Constituency of Erongo Region and it falls within the 

jurisdiction of Zeraua Traditional Authority. As part of the authorization process, the 

proponent is simultaneously applying for a leasehold from the Ministry of Land Reform to 

enable the provision of the lode facility (i.e. accommodation and hospitality services). The 

proponent obtained consent from the Zeraua Traditional Authority with no objection to the 

construction and operation of the proposed lodge. The lodge will consist of a reception, 

restaurant and dining hall, sleeping chalets, a swimming pool and staff houses. Scenic 

and game drives will also be offered to the tourists as the surrounding area is known to be 

frequented by elephants. 

 

 

2.1 PROJECT LOCATION 

 

Ongeama Tjovike Village is located on the boundaries of Erongo and Kunene regions 

and is approximately 60 km southeast of Khorixas. The village is however within Daures 

Constituency of Erongo Region; the area is accessible via C39 from Khorixas towards 

Vingerklip or via C36 from Omaruru through Omatjete (see map overleaf). The GPS 

coordinates are: S 20°37'48.37" E 015°18'13.59".  
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Figure 1: Location of the proposed lodge
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Figure 2: Daures Constituency (red) in Erongo Region (yellow) 

 

2.2 LAND USE / ZONATION 

 

The village is used for residential purposes albeit sparsely inhabited. The main land use 

in the area is cattle and small stock farming. The site where the lodge is to be established 

is seldom used for cattle grazing because it is on a steeping slope.  

 

 

2.3 THE AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT  

 

Component  Potential impact  

Ground Water  Potential contamination of ground water resources through 

inappropriate waste water / sewer system (Ground and surface 

water)  

 

 

 SECTION 3 

 

LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

 

3.1 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT REQUIREMENTS  

 

The Environmental Management Act (also referred to as the EMA), stipulates that for each 

developmental project, which is listed under the EIA regulations, an Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) should be conducted. The aim of the EIA is to identify, assess and 

ascertain potential environmental impacts that may arise from the proposed activity. 
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In terms of the Environmental Management Act of 2007 (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the 

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulation (Government Notice No. 30 of 2012), land 

use and transformation of land is a listed activity that may not be undertaken without an 

Environmental Clearance Certificate hence the need for an EIA Scoping Exercise. 

 

Table 1: Identified list of activities in the EIA regulation concerning the proposed project. 

Activity   Description of the Activity Operation of the 

Activity 

Activity 2. Waste 

Management, 

Treatment, Handling 

and Disposal Activities 

The construction of facilities for 

waste sites, treatment of waste 

and disposal of waste 

Accommodation units 

to have a septic tank 

for the collection of 

sewage  

Activity 5 

Land use and 

Development 

Activities 

The construction of a lodge on an 

open space to accommodation 

and hospitality facility 

The proposed site falls 

within open land which 

will need to be rezoned   

   

Given the above listed activities, the EIA process shall be undertaken to assess and 

determine the possible environmental, social and economic impacts that may arise from 

this project. As required under the provisions of the regulation 21 (2) (Government Notice 

No. 30 of 2012), the Background Information Document (BID) provides background 

information on the proposed development and it is available to Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs), on request. 

 

  

 SECTION 4 

STAKEHOLDERS CONSULTATION 

 

4.1 REQUIREMENTS  

 

As stipulated in the EIA Regulations (paragraphs 7 and 21), public consultation is a pre-

requisite and forms an integral component of the EIA. Comments made during the 

consultation should be properly captured and addressed in both the EIA Scoping Report 

and EMP, respectively.   

 

4.2 PURPOSE AND PROCESS  

 

Engaging and consulting with the public and organizations that may be affected by, or 

interested in the proposed Lodge allows for all parties to be informed of the proposed 

development and it provides an opportunity for views, opinions and concerns to be 

registered.   

 

This process benefits the EIA and design development process as the public may provide 

information that may not be available otherwise.  Engaging and consulting early on in the 

EIA process minimizes potential complaints and objections, and assists the ECC 

application process. 
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The public consultation process will be guided by the tasks outlined in the Table 4-1. 

Sub-tasks Activities 

Identification of 

Stakeholders 

Identify key stakeholders and develop a database for Interested and 

Affected Parties (I&Aps) 

Authority consultation Authority consultation entails discussions of the proposed activities with the 

relevant authorities.  

Newspaper adverts 4 x newspaper adverts to inform the public about the proposed project and 

to invite interested parties to register as I&APs.  

BID and public Notices Circulation of the BID to registered I&APs and notices on notice boards  

Public Participation 

Meetings 

Members from Ongeama Tjovike and neighbouring villages will be invited to 

consultation meetings. Firstly, to inform them about the project and 

Secondly, to capture and incorporate their comments / concerns or 

recommendations.  

Comments and Response 

Report 

The EIA Regulations prescribe the duration to provide comments after 

notification by the Environmental practitioners of the EIA process as 14 

working days. Issues raised during consultation will be captured in the 

Comments and Reponses Report (an appendix to the EIA Scoping Report) 

 

4.3 REGISTRATION AS AN I&AP 

 

Registering as an Interested or Affected Party (I&AP) affords you an opportunity to be updated 

about the project and comment on the project, throughout the EIA process. All registered 

I&AP’s will be provided with the draft scoping and EMP reports. 

 

Your comments and questions are important, will add value to the EIA and will ensure that 

information that may not be available to the consultant is considered (e.g. local knowledge).   

 

To register or provide comments about the proposed project, please send an e-mail to: 

grace.shihepo@gmail.com or call +264 81 2567709.  You can also use the attached I&AP 

registration/comment form to write the comment. All registered I&AP’s will be provided with 

the draft scoping and EMP reports.  
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