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n Roland Routh

One of two men accused 
of rape in Swakopmund 
during 2015 and 2017 

dodged a bullet last week when 
all charges against him were 
dismissed in the Windhoek High 
Court by Judge Claudia Claasen.

Claasen said the state failed 
to adduce any evidence against 
Desmond !Owos-Oab, and he, 
thus, stands to be discharged on 
all counts he was facing. 

With regards to his co-
accused, Chris van Wyk, the 
judge said that except for a charge 
of rape, he too is acquitted on the 
other charges he faces.

Van Wyk faced three counts 
of rape, one count of assault 
with intent to cause grievous 
bodily harm and one count 
of theft, while !Owos-Oab is 
facing two counts of rape, one 
count of assault with intent to 
cause grievous bodily harm, one 
count of theft and one count of 
housebreaking with intent to rape 
and rape.

According to the charge sheet, 
both accused on 1 November 
2015, at an area near Masilo Street 
in Mondesa, Swakopmund, whilst 
the complainant was on her way 
to a friend’s house, approached 
her and then assaulted and raped 
her.

It is further alleged that they 
took turns with the one helping 
the other to commit the vile deed.

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e 
housebreaking charge, it is 
alleged that !Owos-Oab, during 
the evening hours of 5 March 
2017 broke into the room where 
the complainant was lying, 
passed out after a drinking spree, 
and raped her. This charge was, 
however, withdrawn by the State.

Both tendered not guilty pleas 
at the start of their trial.

In relation to !Owos-Oab, 
Claasen said the State correctly 
conceded that no evidence upon 
which a reasonable court acting 
carefully could convict him and 
he is entitled to the discharge.

However, she said, the position 
in respect of Van Wyk is slightly 
different. “As for the statutory 
rape charge, the court heard 
evidence from the State and the 
court became privy to the version 
postulated by the defense. 

In short, the version is that 
accused 1 (Van Wyk) and the 
complainant agreed to have 
sex in a toilet, which could not 
materialise, and they went home. 

As they walked, they fell prey 
to four men, who attacked them. 

She went on to say that both 
the versions of the State and Van 
Wyk place him on the scene. 

According to the judge, the 
evidence of three eyewitnesses 
that they observed Van Wyk 
on top of the complainant and 
that he was making movements 
c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h a v i n g 
intercourse was not displaced 
by the defence despite rigorous 
cross-examination. 

“Nor was the evidence of such 
poor quality that it does not 
constitute a prima facie case on 
the rape count,” she said.

For that reason, she said, he 
stands to be put on his defence.

With regards to the other 
charges, the judge said no 
prima facie evidence was put 
before the court to allow it to 
ask answers from Van Wyk.
Siyomunji indicated to the court 
that his client will not take the 
stand to testify.

The matter was remanded to 
19 March for submissions of the 
verdict.

The state was represented by 
Dominic Lisulo.
- rrouth@nepc.com.na
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Bluestate Investments (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 7272 for base and rare metals, dimension 
stones, industrial minerals, precious metals, precious stones, and semi-precious 
stones. The EPL 7272 was granted on the 23/05/2019 and will expire on the 
22/05/2022. The EPL 7272 has a total area of 14774 Ha and covers the communal land  
around Otjlmanangombe, east of Epukiro.  
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities and if the results 
are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities using techniques 
such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, and sampling for 
laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the Environmental 
Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 of 2012 and 
cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC).  
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: 0811413229 
CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 

FROM FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2021 to FRIDAY 26th FEBRUARY 2021 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE (ECC) BY 

BLUESTATE INVESTMENTS (Pty) Ltd FOR PROPOSED MINERALS 
EXPLORATIONS / PROSPECTING IN THE EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE 

(EPL) No. 7272, DISTRICT, OMAHEKE REGION 
 

 Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) CC (URL: www.rbs.com.na)  
 
 
International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 

Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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Reconnaissance Energy Namibia (Pty) Ltd (the Proponent and Operator) holds 
petroleum exploration rights under the Petroleum Exploration License (PEL) No. 73 
granted by the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME). Reconnaissance Energy Namibia 
(Pty) Ltd is a subsidiary of Reconnaissance Energy Africa Ltd (ReconAfrica), an 
international Canadian public listed oil and gas company. The company intends to 
conduct 450 km long of 2D seismic survey operations as part of the exploration 
commitments to the Government of the Republic of Namibia. The proposed survey 
operations covering the key exploration Areas of Interest (AOI) within PEL 73 will be 
conducted along existing roads and tracks, using an environmentally friendly, limited 
footprint and efficient light trucks, the Explorer 860 Accelerated Weight Drop (AWD) 
energy sources and wireless receivers. The key central exploration interests are 
situated about 55 km south of Rundu, 80 km south of the Okavango River, more than 
260 km from the Okavango Delta in Botswana and not related to the Okavango Delta 
whatsoever, more than 40 km from the boundary of the Khaudum National Park and 
more than 70 km from the Mangetti National Park.  
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and for more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: 0811413229 
 

DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS EXTENDED TO: 
FRIDAY 12th FEBRUARY 2021 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE ON THE EXTENDED DEADLINE FOR 
SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN INPUTS TO THE APPLICATION FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE (ECC) FOR THE 

PROPOSED 2D SEISMIC SURVEY COVERING THE AREA OF 
INTEREST (AOI) IN THE PETROLEUM EXPLORATION LICENSE 
(PEL) No. 73, KAVANGO BASIN, KAVANGO WEST AND EAST 

REGIONS, NORTHERN NAMIBIA 

 Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) CC (URL: www.rbs.com.na)  
 
 

International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 
Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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Free as a bird…. Desmond !Owos-Oab (right).

n Obrein Simasiku

OMUTHIYA – The Land Reform 
Advisory Commission will 
this month adjudicate on the 
issuance of 151 allotment letters 
to residents of Tsintsabis and 
farm Oerewoud in the Oshikoto 
region.

The residents have been 
occupying the piece of land for 
the past 28 years and had no 
right to the portions of land they 
currently occupy.

The land reform ministry 
last year took a drastic decision 
to issue allotment letters to 
residents in an effort to end 
infights due to the prevalent sales 
of both residential and farming 
land to outsiders. 

“We are making progress and 
we placed an advert for objection 
last year. We, however, received 
five, although they are minor 

ones that relate to boundaries. 
We have thus far-forwarded 
to the land reform advisory 
committee, which is likely to sit 
end of the month and deliberate 
on the issue, and also make 
recommendations to the minister 
for final endorsement,” explained 
director of resettlement and 
regional programme in the land 
reform ministry Alfred Sikopo 
in an interview with New Era 
last week. 

In  a d d i t i on ,  h e  s a i d , 
recommendations for allotments 
have been made for those 
without any objections, while 
the ministry will have to conduct 
an investigation for objected 
portions to establish the facts.

Ab out  51  res idents  of 
Tsintsabis who settled at the 
farm upon its acquisition by 
government in 1992 will receive 
allotment letters, while 100 

would be issued in Oerewoud.
In October last year, Sikopo 

said this is the first phase. 
The second phase will include 

those who were illegally allocated 
or settled on the land.

“The allotment will be handled 
in two phases, with the second to 
be expedited after a thorough 
consultative process with the 
regional council, traditional 
authority and community. All 
problems of Tsintsabis will be 
resolved by the ministry. We 
do have a list of the earliest 
people resettled as well as a 
map. Therefore, that is why we 
are here today so you can help 
us in identifying and verifying 
legitimate people resettled. If 
there are incidents of people 
claiming to own same plots, let us 
hear it so that we solve it before we 
put names in the newspaper for 
objections,” he said at the time.

‘Minor’ objections over 
Tsintsabis land allocation

Finally… The Tsintsabis settlement where residents will now get legal documents for ownership of land. 
Photo: Obrein Simasiku
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Justus Stanley Veii and Maria Nandelila Veii, the Proponents, have applied for 
Mining Claims (MCs) Nos. 72254-72263 and 72264-72273, respectively, for base and 
rare metals. The MCs were applied on 13/11/2020 and falls within the Exclusive 
Prospecting License (EPL) No. 3980 for Imprint Investments (Pty) Ltd. The MCs Nos. 
72254-72263 and 72264-72273 falls in privately owned commercial farmlands, 
Eendrag374 and Otjeherane 216, respectively.  
 

The Proponents intends to conduct prospecting activities starting with desktop studies 
and aerial surveys, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance work and if the 
results are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities using 
techniques such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, and 
sampling for laboratory tests before starting with the small-scale mining operations 
specifically targeting manganese. The proposed prospecting and small-scale mining 
activities are listed in the Environmental Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) 
and the EIA Regulations 30 of 2012 and cannot be undertaken without an 
Environmental Clearance Certificates (ECCs) for each proposed project.  
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponents have appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) Reports to 
support the applications for ECCs. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) are 
hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with respect 
to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document (BID) is 
available upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: 0811413229 
CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 

THURSDAY 11th MARCH 2021 to FRIDAY 2nd APRIL 2020 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATES (ECCs) BY 
FOR MINING CLAIMS (MCs) Nos. 72254-72263 AND 72264-72273 FOR JUSTUS 

STANLEY VEII AND MARIA NANDELILA VEII RESPECTIVELY OKAHANDJA 
DISTRICT, OTJOZONDJUPA REGION  

 Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) CC  (URL: www.rbs.com.na)  
 
 
International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 

Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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Green Mining (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the Exclusive 
Prospecting Licenses (EPLs) Nos. 7812, 7814-7818, 7822-7830 and 7836 for precious 
metals and nuclear fuels. The EPLs were granted on the 28/07/2020 and will expire on 
the 27/07/2023.    
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities and if the results 
are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities using techniques 
such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, and sampling for 
laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the Environmental 
Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 of 2012 and 
cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 
 
In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: 0811413229 
CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 

FROM FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2021 to FRIDAY 19th MARCH 2021 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATES (ECCs) BY 
GREEN MINING (Pty) Ltd FOR PROPOSED MINERALS PROSPECTING IN THE 

EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSES (EPLs) Nos. 7812, 7814-7818, 7822-7830 
AND 7836 IN KHOMAS, OMAHEKE, HARDAP AND //KARAS REGIONS 

 

 Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) CC (URL: www.rbs.com.na)  
 
 
International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 

Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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Bluestate Investments (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 7272 for base and rare metals, dimension 
stones, industrial minerals, precious metals, precious stones, and semi-precious 
stones. The EPL 7272 was granted on the 23/05/2019 and will expire on the 
22/05/2022. The EPL 7272 has a total area of 14774 Ha and covers the communal land  
around Otjimanangombe area in the Epukiro Constituency.  
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities and if the results 
are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities using techniques 
such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, and sampling for 
laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the Environmental 
Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 of 2012 and 
cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC).  
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: 0811413229 
CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 

FROM MONDAY 8th FEBRUARY 2021 to FRIDAY 19th MARCH 2021 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE (ECC) BY 

BLUESTATE INVESTMENTS (Pty) Ltd FOR PROPOSED MINERALS 
EXPLORATIONS / PROSPECTING IN THE EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE 

(EPL) No. 7272, EPUKIRO CONSTITUENCY, OMAHEKE REGION 
 

 Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) CC (URL: www.rbs.com.na)  
 
 
International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 

Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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Bluestate Investments (Pty) Ltd (the “Proponent”) holds mineral rights under the 
Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 8020 for base and rare metals, dimension 
stones, industrial minerals, and precious metals. The EPL 8020 was granted on the 
16/11/2020 and will expire on the 15/11/2023. The EPL 8020 has a total area of 
19836Ha and covers the communal land around Otjimbingwe and portions of Farms 
Neu-Schwaben, Goas, Kuibes and Anawood South.  
 

The Proponent intends to conduct exploration / prospecting activities starting with 
desktop studies including the processing and interpretation of the existing geophysical 
data sets, followed by regional field-based reconnaissance activities and if the results 
are positive, implement detailed site-specific field-based activities using techniques 
such as geological mapping, geophysical surveys, trenching, drilling, and sampling for 
laboratory tests. The proposed prospecting activities are listed in the Environmental 
Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 2007) and the EIA Regulations 30 of 2012 and 
cannot be undertaken without an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 
 

In fulfilment of these environmental requirements, the Proponent has appointed Risk-
Based Solutions (RBS) CC as the Environmental Consultant, led by Dr Sindila Mwiya 
as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to prepare the Environmental 
Reports to support the application for ECC. All Interested and Affected Parties (I&AP) 
are hereby invited to register and submit written comments / objections / inputs with 
respect to the proposed prospecting activities. A Background Information Document 
(BID) is available on request upon registration. 
    

REGISTER BY EMAIL: frontdesk@rbs.com.na and more information contact                   
Dr Sindila Mwiya (EAP/ International Resources Technical 

Specialist Consultant, Email: smwiya@rbs.com.na, Mobile: 0811413229 
CONSULTATION DURATION AND DEADLINE FOR WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS IS: 

FROM FRIDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2021 to FRIDAY 19th MARCH 2021 
 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE   
APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL CLEARANCE CERTIFICATE (ECC) BY 

BLUESTATE INVESTMENTS (Pty) Ltd FOR PROPOSED MINERALS 
EXPLORATIONS / PROSPECTING IN THE EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENSE 

(EPL) No. 8020, KARIBIB DISTRICT, ERONGO REGION 
 

 Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) CC (URL: www.rbs.com.na)  
 
 

International Specialist Consultants (Oil, Gas, Minerals & Energy Exploration, 
Production & Mining) and Environmental Assessments (SEA, EIA, EMP, EMS)   
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