
 



 



 



 



 



 

 



Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public meeting on the 23 January 2021 at Farm Rooiberg and via written 
communications 

Issue No. 
Person name/institution 
details 

Issue/Comment/Question Response and name of responder 

1 Evergreen Investments 
131 CC 

The information supplied in the 
Background Information Document 
(BID) is insufficient to help one give 
input on the project impacts 

Noted by the Consultant. 
A detailed description of the proposed 
exploration activities is presented in the Scoping 
Report 

2 Pieter Roux How is the access to farms arranged 
between the EPLs holder and 
farmers? Will the licences holder pay 
farmers? 

A draft access agreement was shared with all 
affected farmers for their review and 
consideration. 
The EPLs holder has an access agreement 
signed for farms targeted for first exploration 
and/or mining activities. The agreement has 
stipulated the payment terms, and both parties 
have agreed 

3 Louks Shanyengange We are aware of the proposed 
activities. We received notifications 
through registered mails before the 
meeting.  

 
 
Noted 

4 Arno Scheemmer The meeting venue is far for most 
farmers. Some farmers are not in the 
area 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The area has a number of other 
exploration projects going on, and is 
known for historical mining of tin and 
graphite. As long as the exploration 
team does not disturb our farming 
activities, we have no issues 

Noted 
The Consultant has tried various communication 
means; including sending registered mails, 
placing adverts in the Newspapers, and notices 
at various places in Aus, sending emails (to 
those with email addresses), requesting 
confirmed attendees to reach out to their 
neighbors and making phone calls.  
 
 
Noted.  

 

*Consultant: Excel Dynamic Solutions Pty Ltd; 



 

Final Remarks and Conclusion 

Final remarks from the Consultant were that all comments will be taken into account when reporting and drafting the environmental 
management plan. The Consultant thanked everyone in attendance for their time and contribution. He informed the attendees that 
there is still an opportunity after the meeting to still submit questions/ comments before the report is submitted. The Environmental 
consultant also informed the attendees of the next step of the EA process i.e., compilation of the Environmental Scoping Report (ESR) 
with issues and comments raised during public consultation. The draft ESR will then be shared with the public for their review and 
comments. After this, the report will be finalized (by incorporating comments on the report) and submitted to the Department of 
Environmental Affairs (DEA) of the Ministry of Environment & Tourism for consideration of an Environmental Clearance Certificate 
(ECC). The finalized meeting minutes will be included in the Environmental Assessment report. 

The meeting was adjourned at 14:15. 
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1 INTRODUCTION  

Africa Big Rhino Mining (Pty) Ltd (hereinafter to as The 

Proponent) has been granted with Exclusive Prospecting 

Licenses (EPLs) No. 7430, 7587, 7629-7631 & 7633 – 7635 by 

the Ministry of Mines and Energy (MME). The tenure of these 

licenses is from 02 June 2020, and due to expire on 01 June 

2023, as per the information available on the Namibia Mining 

Cadastre Portal. The area covered by the EPLs is prospective 

to five (5) group of commodities, upon which exploration activity 

will be conducted. The prospective commodity groups are: 

- Base and Rare Metals, 

- Dimension Stones, 

- Precious Stones, 

- Semi-Precious Stones and, 

- Industrial Minerals 

The EPLs are located about 46 km south of Aus, in the Karas 

Region, and cover a combined surface area of 322 656.8331 

ha. The location of the EPLs is shown in Figure 1 (See attached 

in Appendix A). 

The Proponent intends to conduct prospecting and exploration 

activities, leading to the estimation and delineation of the target 

resources. Prospecting and exploration form part of the listed 

activities that may not be undertaken without an Environmental 

Clearance Certificate (ECC).  

Under the Environmental Management Act (EMA) (2007) and 

its 2012 EIA Regulations, the proposed prospecting and 

exploration activities are listed activities that require an ECC 

from the department of Environmental Affairs (DEA) of the 

MEFT. The relevant listed activities as per EIA regulations are:  

 3.1 The construction of facilities for any process or 

activities which requires a license, right of other forms of 

authorization, and the renewal of a license, right or other 

form of authorization, in terms of the Minerals 

(Prospecting and Mining Act, 1992).  

 3.2 other forms of mining or extraction of any natural 

resources whether regulated by law or not. 

 3.3 Resource extraction, manipulation, conservation 

and related activities. 

 

In order to carry out mineral exploration activity on the EPLs, 

the Proponent is required to submit an application to the Ministry 

of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) and MME. On 

approval of the application, The Proponent would be issued with 

an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) from the MEFT.  
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The Proponent appointed Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd 

(EDS), an independent team of Environmental Consultants to 

conduct the required Environmental Assessment (EA) process 

and submit the ECC application to the Environmental 

Commissioner on behalf of the Proponent. A draft 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be prepared as 

part of the EA process. It is used by the Proponent to guide them 

throughout the exploration phase, to ensure that the identified 

environmental impacts are avoided or limited, if they cannot be 

avoided completely. 

 

2 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The aim of the EA is to generate information on the 

environmental impact of the proposed exploration activities, 

facilitate the consideration of environmental issues in planning 

and decision-making processes, and give the public and other 

stakeholders a platform to participate in these processes. The 

purpose of this document is to provide background information 

to interested and affected parties (I&APs) of the project, thus 

providing an opportunity for them (I&APs) to receive 

information, submit their comments and raise issues regarding 

the environmental authorization process. The information from 

I&APs will help regulatory authorities (MEFT and MME) to judge 

the acceptability of the project, and if deemed acceptable, issue 

a clearance certificate. 

 

3 I&AP’S/STAKEHOLDERS 

The table below represents the list of pre-identified 

people/parties that are being invited to participate in the EA 

Public Participation process by means of public meetings, and 

written correspondences. 

Table 1: Pre-Identified Interested & Affected Parties (I&APs) 

Civil and Community Based Organizations 

Farming Neighbours 

Government representatives – Ministries, Regional and 
Local Authorities 

Community and Conservancy leaders 

Non-Governmental Organizations 

Environmental Health Organizations 

Church/Spiritual communities 

General Public 
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4 NEED AND DESIRABILTY OF THE ACTIVITY 

Namibia is endowed with mineral resources and the mining 

industry is a noteworthy part of the national economy. The 

mining sector forms the vital part of some of Namibia’s 

development plans, namely: Vision 2030, National 

Development Plan 5 (NDP5) and Harambee Prosperity Plan 

(HPP). Thus, mining is essential to the development goals of 

Namibia by contributing to meet the ever-increasing global 

demand for minerals, and for national prosperity. Successful 

exploration work can lead to mining activities on the EPLs, 

which would feed into the aforementioned development plans.  

Successful exploration of minerals on the EPLs would 

contribute momentously to the generation of foreign currency 

and positively contribute to the national GDP. This in turn, can 

support the aim of achieving a balance between the 

establishment and dissemination of wealth. Partaking of local 

groups/organisations in the small-scale mining sector would 

increase local proceeds and promote creation of employment.  

 

The exploration project is expected to generate full time medium 

to long term direct employment for at least 8-10 people. A large 

proportion of the proposed exploration project employment 

would be made up of skilled and semi-skilled workers (i.e. 

general labourers and operators). An exploration geologist and 

technical assistant, field data collectors, and onsite general 

workers will also be employed during the exploration 

programme. This project will contribute towards the socio-

economic development of the Karas Region and of Namibia. 

 

5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

The following phases of the project will be addressed in the EA 

and subsequently in the EMP: 

 Operation and maintenance– This is the phase during 

which, the Proponent explores the targeted commodities 

and undertakes related activities on site. The level and 

magnitude of planned exploration work is not clear at this 

stage. However, the Proponent has highlighted that both 

invasive and non-invasive exploration activity are expected 

to take place upon issuance of an ECC. Non-invasive 

activities include geological field mapping, ground-based 
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surveys, while invasive activities include soil and rock 

sampling, trenching, drilling and test mining. A 12 to 18 

months’ exploration period is predicted. Detailed information 

of the exploration methods to be employed will be made 

available in the Scoping Report. Furthermore, as the target 

mineral for the planned exploration, Precious Stones will be 

the main target for the planned mineralization model, and 

exploration targets will be selected based on the local 

geology mapping, trenching, drilling and assay results of the 

samples collected. The aim of the planned exploration 

activity is to delineate the mineral deposits and determine 

whether the deposits are economically feasible for mining. 

No processing of mined metals with chemicals on site is 

planned for at this stage. 

 Decommissioning and Rehabilitation – The 

decommissioning of the exploration operation may be 

considered due to various reasons beyond the scope of this 

report. During the operational phase and before 

decommissioning, the Proponent will need to put the 

exploration site rehabilitation measures in place. 

The scoping process will identify sensitive environmental 

features that could be affected by the proposed prospecting and 

subsequent mining activities. A separate EIA study will be 

conducted for the mining phase of the project.  

 

5.1 Accessibility 

The EPLs are located about 45,987 km are southeast of Aus 

town. Accessibility directly to the site can be made through the 

C13 road which runs through the EPLs. 

5.2 Water Supply and Power Supply 

Water required during the operation phase will be obtained from 

nearest boreholes and off-site municipal sources, and/or from 

any other approved water sources, through water abstraction 

permits. The total monthly water consumption for the project is 

approximately 30-50 m3. These figures will be confirmed and 

validated during the course of the scoping assessment. In 

accordance with the Water Resources Management Act, 2004, 

(Act No. 24 of 2004) and in view of the arid nature of the 

Namibian environment, the disposal of wastewater as well as all 

other types of waste is strictly controlled. Therefore, it is 

required that wastewater is disposed in evaporation ponds 

because no effluent may be discharged into the ephemeral, dry 

river beds in the interior of Namibia.  
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The reclamation, re-use and recycling of waste is encouraged. 

Electrical power required for the operational phase of 

exploration on the EPLs will be provided by diesel-run 

generators.  

 

5.3 Equipment 

The following equipment are confirmed to be part of the 

proposed project by the Proponent: 

- Vehicles: Two 4x4 bakkies; 

- Drilling Machines 

- Truck 

- Excavator 

- Water Tanks 

- Generator  

 

5.4 Infrastructure 

The EPLs are located in a desirable location when it comes to 

infrastructure due to their close proximity to Lüderitz. Some of 

the commercial industry and governmental offices can be found 

in Lüderitz. Lüderitz has an airstrip and a harbour. In addition, 

Luderitz has a primary school, a clinic, service stations, police 

station, and a variety of small businesses.   
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6 ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

The EA process is conducted according to the provisions laid 

out in the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and 

its’ Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (2012). The 

primary objective of the EA will be to identify potential negative 

impacts that may be associated with the proposed activity, 

assess them and recommend practical and effective mitigation 

measures that will be implemented by the Proponent, to 

minimize these impacts. The EA process serves primarily to 

inform the public and relevant authorities about the proposed 

project and to determine any impacts of the project on the 

environment. The EA project duration is three (3) months 

(Appendix B). However, the project timeframe could be 

extended to address stakeholders’ concerns and comments. 

The main objectives of this EA are to: 

 Comply with Namibia’s Environmental Management Act 

(2007) and its EIA regulations (2012). 

 Identify potential impacts associated with the proposed 

Activity. 

 Inform I&APs and relevant authorities about the 

exploration activities, and provide them with a 

reasonable opportunity to participate during the EA 

process. 

 Assess the significance of issues and concerns raised. 

 Compile a report addressing all identified issues and 

potential impacts related to various aspects of the 

activity. 

 Compile an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) 

which includes impact mitigation measures. 

*Refer to page 13 (Appendix B) for the current phase of the EA 

process.  

 

6.1 Environmental and Social Baseline 

The proposed prospecting and exploration activities will be 

undertaken in specific environmental and social conditions. The 

summary of selected environmental and social baseline 

information pertaining to the exploration area is given below. 
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6.1.1 Climate and Vegetation 

The climatic conditions around the EPLs are extreme. In 

summer the temperature is about 40 0C, while in winter the 

temperature is below 0 0C. Rainfall in summer is associated with 

sporadic thunderstorms, while rainfall in winter is mainly light 

showers with irregular hard drops. The mean annual rainfall 

around the project areas ranges between 25 and 50 mm.  

The EPLs are dominated by two plant species, namely: 

Brownanthus Aenosus and Acacia Hereroensis. 

 

6.1.2 Physiography and Local Geology 

The EPLs are in the region of the Namib Plains and the Nama-

karoo Basin. The Namib Plain is characterized with sand-drifts 

and prominent inselbergs largely of mid palaeozoic age. The 

Nama-karoo Basin is characterized by a flat lying plateau area 

underlain by Nama and Karoo sediments, locally developed 

karst in Nama limestones and on surficial Calcrete; dolomites 

sills locally weather to large rounded boulders. Geologically, the 

EPLs are located on the Namaqua Metamorphic Complex (~1.8 

Ga). A broader description of the local geology will be 

addressed within the Scoping Report.   

6.2 Potential Impacts 

The following potential impacts have been identified so far for 

the surrounding towns, settlements and property:  

Positive: 

 Jobs creation to the locals (primary, secondary and even 

tertiary employment) 

 Improvement to social infrastructure and other social 

facilities. 

 Helps boost local economic growth. 

 Open up other investment opportunities. 

 Contribution to regional economic development. 

Negative: 

 Occupational health and safety risks 

 Water quality changes  

 Land use conflict 

 Land degradation and possible destruction of faunal 

habitats as well as removal of vegetation that may occur 

within the target areas. 
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 Generation of dust from the prospecting and exploration 

activities and access routes. 

 Visual impact (scars) on landscape that might remain if 

no rehabilitation measures. 

 Environmental pollution.  

 Socio-economic challenges 

The potential impacts listed above were pre-identified. More 

potential impacts will be identified as the EA process progresses 

i.e. upon site visit and consultation with the public. All impacts 

and public concerns/comments will be incorporated and 

addressed in the Environmental Assessment Report. 

 

6.3 Public Consultation 

Public consultation is an essential part of the EA process. 

During the consultation process, interested or affected 

members of the public are given an opportunity to find out more 

about the activity and raise any issues or concerns pertaining to 

the environmental assessment and provide written feedback. 

 

Submission: 

To comment or receive further information on the project, please 

register with Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (contact details 

below) as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP). 

All registered I&APs will be kept informed throughout the 

various stages of the project and will be provided the opportunity 

to comment on the Scoping Report.  

 

 

Public meeting details     

Date: 23 January 2021        

Venue: Farm Rooiberg     

Time: 12:00        

  

 

Contact: Ms. Althea Brandt Tel: +264 61 259 530 

Fax: +264 886 560 836  Email: info@edsnamibia.com 
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I hereby wish to register as an Interested and Affected Party 

(I&AP) for the  

EPLs 7430, 7587, 7629-7631 & 7633 – 7635 EA process  

Name: 

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

Organization: 

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

Postal address: 

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

Email: 

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

Phone #: ____________________________________  

Fax #: ___________________________________  

My initial comments, issues or concerns are:  

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

Other individuals, stakeholders, organizations or entities that 

should be registered are:  

Name: 

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  

Organization: 

__________________________________________________

____________________________________  
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Email: 

__________________________________________________

_____  

Phone #: ____________________________________  

Fax #: __________________________________  

Please return details to:  Mr. Nerson Tjelos/ Ms. Althea 

Brandt 

Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd  

P O Box 997154, Maerua Mall, Windhoek 
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Appendix A: Locality Map 

 

Figure 1: Location of the EPLs no. 7430, 7587, 7629-7631 & 7633 – 7635 South of Aus Settlement,  Karas Region



   

13 

 

 

Appendix B: High Level Approach And Timeframe  
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List of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 
Environmental Assessment for the Exclusive Prospecting Licence (EPL) NO. 7430, 7587, 7629-7631 & 7633-7635 in the ||Kharas 

Region 
 

No Name Position 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (Department of Environmental Affairs) 

1. Mr. Teofillus Nghitila Executive Director 

2. Mr. Timoteus Mafeti Environmental Commissioner 

Africa Big Rhino Mining (Pty) Ltd (Proponent) 

3. Mr. Ben Xu Manager 

Ministry of Works and Transport 

4. Ms Esther Kaapanda Executive Director 

5. Ms. Monica A. Uupindi Personal Assistant to Executive Director 

Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Land Reform 

6. Mr. Percy Misika Executive Director 

7. Mr John Hailwa Directorate of Forestry - Director 

Ministry of Urban and Rural Development 
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No Name Position 

8. Mr. N Daniel Executive Director 

9. Ms. Rosalia Ruben Secretary to Executive Director 

10. Ms. B. van Wyk Personal assistant to the ED 

Ministry of Health and Social Services 

11. Mr. Ben Nangombe Executive Director  

12. Ms. Petty Tjaimba Personal Assistant to the Executive Director 

Ministry of Industrialisation, Trade & SME Development 

13. Mr. Gabriel Sinimbo Permanent Secretary 

14. Mr Calicious Tutalife Deputy Director: Industrial Policy, Planning, & Development 

Roads Authority 

15. Mr C. M. Lutombi Chief Executive Officer 

16. Mr E. de Paauw Senior Specialist Road Legislation, Advice & Compliance NP&C 

||Kharas Regional Council 

17. Hon. Aletha Frederick Governor 

18. Hon. Jan  Scholtz Governor Chair person 

19. Hon. Suzan Ndjaleka 
Regional Councillor (!Nami#nus Constituency) 
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No Name Position 

20. Mr. Beatus Okeri Kasete 
Chief Regional Officer 

  

Oranjemund Town Council 

21. Hon. Lazarus Angula Nangolo Councillor Oranjemund Constituency 

Owners / Occupiers of Land and Neighbouring Property Owners 

22. 

Stilledal (Pty) ltd   

 

 

Huib Mountain Chaltes CC 

 

Kokerboom Plase (Pty)Ltd   (EPL 7629) 

Grens 92 

Grens Rem ptn   & ptn 1 of Grens 

 

Arutal 25 

 

 

Kokerboomkloof Rem Ptn 

 

Ptn 2 of KokerboomKloof 

23. 

Johannes Lodewikus Erasmus  (EPL 7629) Kokerboomkloof 65 

Ptn 1 of Kokerboomkloof 

 

Keerbank 126 

24. The Trustee for of the Arima Trust            (EPL 7633) Arimas 83 

25. 

Government of the Republic of Namibia        (EPL 7633) Kolke 84  

 

Ptn 1 of Zebrafontein 
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No Name Position 

26. Sarel Stephanus Eighty eight CC (EPL 7633) Zebrafontein Rem Ext 

27. Christo van Rensburg Tweespruit 

28. Wessie van der Westhuizen Sabitas 

29. Inus le Roux Kanies 

30. Arno Schlemmer Harigab 

31. Gerhard de Meyer Aucap 

32. Johan Blaauw Diamandpoort 

Legend 

Hand Deliver 

Courier 

Email 

Telephone 

To be added 
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9 December 2020 

 

NOTIFICATION TO LANDOWNERS IN TERMS OF SECTION 52 OF THE MINERALS (PROSPECTING AND 
MINING) ACT, 33 OF 1992 AND ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 7 OF 2007 THAT AFRICA BIG 
RHINO MINING (PTY) LTD HAS BEEN GRANTED PROSPECTING LICENCE RIGHTS FOR EPLs 7430, 7587, 
7629, 7630, 7631, 7633, 7634 & 7635, FOR WHICH THE COMPANY HAS CONTRACTED EXCEL 
DYNAMIC SOLUTIONS (PTY) LTD’S CONSULTANTS TO CONDUCT AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT FOR THE LICENCES. THE LICENCES COVER THE FOLLOWING FARMS: 

- THE ARUTAL FARM – NO. 25; 

- THE NIEU TSAUS FARM; 

- THE KOKERBOOMKLOOF FARM – NO. 65; 

- THE GRENS FARM – NO. 92; 

- THE ARASAB – NO. 45; 

- THE HOOGLAND FARM; 

- THE FRIEDERIKSHOOP FARM – NO. 125; 

- THE KEERBANK FARM – NO. 126; 

- THE NU HARIS FARM – NO. 141; 

- THE KOLKE FARM – NO. 84; 

- THE WITPUTS SOUTH FARM – NO. 31; 

- THE ARIMAS FARM – NO. 83; 

- THE ZEBRAFONTEIN FARM – NO. 87; 

- THE AUB FARM – NO. 81 

 

IN THE LUDERITZ DISTRICT, //KARAS REGION. 

 

NOTIFICATION LETTER: ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT STUDY 

 

Dear Key Stakeholder, 

 

Introduction 

Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Africa Big Rhino Mining (Pty) Ltd to conduct 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) process on their behalf and submit the application with the 
obligatory documents to the Environmental Commissioner as part of the Environmental Clearance 



 
 
 

 
Reg. No: 2019/0817 

Earth Scientists 
Data Scientists 
Project Managers 

 
www.edsnamibia.com 

T: +264 61 259 530 
E: info@edsnamibia.com 
A: 112 Robert Mugabe Str. 

 

Certificate application in terms of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and its 2012 
EIA Regulations. The assessment study is for proposed exploration works on the EPL 7430, 7587, 7629, 
7630, 7631, 7633, 7634 & 7635.  

Request 

As part of the public consultation process, you have been identified as a key interested and affected 

party with respect to the exploration activities on the licences. Accompanying this letter is the project 

Background Information Document (BID). Should you wish to respond to this communique, and/or 

send us any potential issues and input that you would like to be considered as part of the impact 

assessment process and addressed in the environmental scoping report, please reach out to our office 

before or on Monday, 11 January 2021. The site public meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 16th 

January, 2021 at 11H00. 

THEREFORE, this letter serves to invite the affected Farmer to the Public Meeting, and to: 

1. Acknowledging receipt of the (this) letter and the enclosed BID 

2. Indicate your preferred method of communication 

3. Providing your comments (including convenient time for the meeting) in writing to our offices 

to the following address: P.O. Box 997154, Maerua Mall, Windhoek, 9000; Email: 

info@edsnamibia.com or if hand delivered: 122 Robert Mugabe Avenue, Windhoek. 

 

Please contact me should you have any questions. 

  

Yours faithfully 

 

Nerson Tjelos  

Managing Director 


