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 25 September  2023 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES 

ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING ASSESSMENT (ESA) FOR THE PROPOSED PROSPECTING & 

EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES ON EXCLUSIVE PROSPECTING LICENCE (EPL) No. 8251 LOCATED 

NEAR FRANSFONTEIN IN KUNENE REGION. 

 

Date:  Friday, 20 September  2023 

Time: 10:20 – 13:00 

Venue: Swartbooi Traditional Authority Hall ; Fransfontein   

 

The public consultation meeting was attended by 66  people, including an environmental consultant and an 

Archaeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), and the proponent  - Please refer to the 

attached attendance register.  

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was opened by the environmental consultant, Ms.Iyaloo Nakale, with the introduction of the 

team, who they are, and the purpose as to why they are consulting affected parties of the proposed 

prospecting and exploration activities on EPL 8251. The meeting attendance register was then circulated 

for the attendees to write down their names and contact details so that they can be added to the list of 

interested and affected parties (I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA process. 

 

2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 
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The Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) process and the reason why the Proponent appointed Excel 

Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS), an independent Environmental Consultant to carry out the ESA and 

apply for the Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 

2.2 Explanation of what an ESA is, its Process, and the Public Role in the Process 

Ms. Nakale explained to the attendees what the meeting was all about and why they were invited (with 

reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public Consultation). Ms. Nakale further explained what an ESA is and 

that the proposed exploration activities are one of the listed activities in the 2012 EIA Regulations of the 

EMA that cannot be undertaken without an ECC from the Environmental Commissioner. 

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency and that the attendees understand both sides of the proposed project activities, 

the Environmental Consultants also presented the potential pre-identified potential positive & negative 

environmental and social impacts.  

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Ms. Nakale provided the meeting attendees with the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues and/ or 

comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are presented in Table 1 

below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 20th September  2023 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Issue/comment / question Response and name of responder: 

1.  Ccommenter 1: Most community members do 

not have access to the newspaper, and some 

only heard about the meeting a day before. 

Can the consultant also look at different 

measures to invite stakeholders to the public 

consultation meeting e.g announcing in the 

local radio . 

Ms. Iyaloo Nakale: We have taken note of that, 

Communication is always an issue especially taking into consideration that some farm 

areas do not have the best network. We have been in communication with the chief and 

we have reached out to commercial farm owners,Our sincere apologies for those who 

heard about the meeting a day before . 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Commenter 2: My concern is that I have 

mining claims within the EPL and the 

proponent is refusing to give me consent to 

mine on the EPL.  

 

Ms. Nakale: We have taken note of the concern; I have a question, are your claims  

within this  EPL? Are the commodities the same? If not what I can advise in cases like 

this,  is that there needs to be an agreement between the Mining Claims owner and the 

EPL holder, whereby the EPL holder needs to give a consent to the MCs holder. You 

perharps need to meet and discuss these concerns with the proponent and see if you 

can come to a common ground.   

3.  Commenter 3: How did the proponent apply 

for the EPL before consulting the affected 

farmers?  

Ms. Nakale : Applications for EPLs, MCs, MLs are done through the Ministry of Mines 

and Energy. Once the proponent’s application for the EPL  has been approved then 

they get an intention to grant, the next step is to conduct an Environmental Scoping 

Assessment which is a requirement by the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and 



 

4 
 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Issue/comment / question Response and name of responder: 

Once the ECC is granted , what is the way 

forward? 

Tourism, as stipulated by the EMA act. The proponent is then required to appoint an 

Environmental Consultant to do the EIA on their behalf. It is at the phase of public 

consultation that  we are required to reach out to all Interested & Affected Parties 

(I&APs) covered by the EPL, in order for each and every one to get an opportunity to 

raise their concerns regarding the proposed project. 

With the concerns raised and addressed in the reports they are then reviewed by the 

Ministry of Environment, Forestry and Tourism (DEA) for the consideration of an  

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). 

Once the Proponent gets the ECC and are ready to come and prospect and explore 

on the EPL, they must then come to the office of the traditional authority, present 

their ECC and see how they can work together so that everyone benefits from the 

project. Terms and conditions are drawn up to see how the proponent can contribute 

to the social responsibility and how the should compensate the farmers on any 

damages that may occur during the exploration. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Issue/comment / question Response and name of responder: 

4.  Commenter 4 : Can the ministry speed up the 

reviwing process , the community wants the 

benefits that will be derived from the this 

proposed project such employment  

Ms. Nakale : We will take note of that. 

5.  Commententator : What will happen after the 

meeting ? 

How are we going to get the reports to review? 

How will the mitigation measures be 

addressed during the exploration activities? 

After this meeting, we are going to do the biophysical  and archeaological assessment 

on the EPL.  share the meeting minutes with all registered Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&AP) and then incorporate the comments and issues raised by I&AP (during 

the meeting or via email) into the draft ESA report and the Environmental Management 

Plan (EMP). These documents will be shared with all registered I&AP for review for two 

weeks, once the review of the drafts are complete, these documents will be finalized 

and submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental 

Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for evaluation and consideration of an ECC. Once an ECC 

is acquired, that’s when the proponent can commerce with exploration activities. 

The scoping report and EMP that our office will share for stakeholders to review will 

state the mitigation measures are to be implemented during and after the exploration 

activities ths is to reduce or avoid the pre and post indetified negative impacts. 

6.  Commentator 6: There is a fontein along the 

mountain range that is very significant to the 

Fransfontein community, that is in the EPL. 

What impact will the exploration activities  have 

on the fountain?  

Ms. Nakale : We have taken note of that and will like to see wre the fontein is after the 

meeting. Exprolation activities will only take place within the EPL and since the fontein 

is within the EPL, no exploration activities will take place near it, a no go zone area will 

be created and illustrated on maps in the reports to indicate the sensitive areas on the 

EPL. Alsol,  a sign will be placed at the fouteins during the exploration phase. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Issue/comment / question Response and name of responder: 

7.  Commentantor 7: Will we get an opportunity 

to review the finalized report before submitting 

it to MEFT? 

Ms. Nakale : As soon as we are done with our assessment and draft reports, they will 

be shared with the client for their inputs and also with the registered I&APs for their 

input and final comments before finally submitting the final reports to MEFT. 

 

FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Ms. Nakale  thanked the attendees for their crucial input through comments and raising their concerns. He indicated to the attendees that all their 

comments, concerns, and inputs had been noted down for consideration and addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) Report 

as well as incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Ms. Nakale informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental Assessment Report, and Environmental 

Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them for review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails 

provided on the attendance register. 

Once the review of the draft ESA Report and EMP is done, the documents will be finalized and submitted to the Environmental Commissioner at the 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for evaluation and consideration of an ECC. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 13h00. 
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