








   

  

 30 September 2023 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

PROJECT: Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) for Proposed Exploration Activities 

on Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 8969 & 8970 Near Uis, in Erongo Region. 

 

Date:  Tuesday, 19 September 2023 

Time: 09h30 

Venue: Dorob National Park 

 

The public consultation meeting was attended by (5) people, including one environmental 

consultant and one archaeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS) - Please refer 

to the attached attendance register. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was opened by the environmental consultant by introducing the team and stating 

the purpose of the consultation meeting with the parties affected by the proposed project on 

prospecting and exploration activities on EPLs 8969 & 8970. The meeting attendance register 

was circulated for the attendees to sign and add their contact details, so that they could be added 

to the list of interested and affected parties (I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA 

process. 

 

2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Project Description 
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Ms. Iyaloo Nakale (Environmental Consultant) the EIA process to the attendees, and the reason 

for their invitation to the meeting (with reference to the Environmental Management Act (EMA) 

No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations on Public 

Consultation). Ms. Nakale further explained the importance for the proposed project of requiring 

an ECC and attendee’s role in the EIA process.  

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency towards the public and understanding of proposed works by the 

attendees, the Environmental Consultant also presented the pre-identified potential positive & 

negative environmental and social impacts.  

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Ms. Nakale provided the meeting attendees with the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues 

and/ or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are 

presented in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 19 September 2023 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

1.  Commenter 1: (MEFT Chief Warden Mr. Solomon of 

the Dorob National Park)  

1. Vehicle tracks are very visible within the 

Dorob National Park, and stay there for quite 

some time. With the types of 

vehicles/machines to be used one should 

take precaution and make use of one entry 

road in and out of the park. Using of existing 

tracks should be a priority getting to and from 

the target sites. I strongly recommend to 

mark your entry road with a sign that says 

“EPL No. … no Entry” so that people going 

through the park know that these certain 

tracks are for EPL activities 

2. When selecting your camping sites, they should be 

small and should not be visible from the main road.  

3. Be mindful of the health and safety of your 

employees because as you can see, the nearest 

hospital is very far way. Provide all the necessary 

measures 

Iyaloo Nakale (IN): We take note of all the recommendation. After this we will 

proceed to do the biophysical and archaeological assessment on the EPLs. 

The meeting minutes, scoping report and environmental management plan 

will be drafted and shared with the interested and affected parties for further 

comments before submission to MEFT. It is good that the proponent is 

engaging you at this stage because moving forward if an ECC is granted then 

your office will play a big part in ensuring that the rules and mitigation 

measures are followed during the exploration phase. We appreciate the effort 

in taking part in this process and we will keep you updated on the progression 

of the project 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

4. You need to look into the type of toilets that you will 

putting up and the type of ways you will store the 

waste. 

5. There is a healthy population of Welwitchia here, it 

is crucial that these species are not disturbed and 

should be avoided during exploration activities, I 

recommend that they should be marked by way of 

fencing them as an indication of a no go area. 

6. Plastic bags are banned in the park, do not through 

plastic bags away. Waste should be stored in sealed 

containers. 

7. There is a free entry permit system were all the 

workers are required to have a permit/s or vehicle 

permits when entering the parks. You should attach 

the worker’s information, car details, company 

documents (ECC, EMP and Mineral License etc.) 

when applying. Upon entry, name tags should be 

provided to all workers on site, vehicles should be 

branded with the company’s name/logo and workers 

should have their PPE on so that we are aware that 

such activities taking place upon our inspections. 

Sub-contractors must also have permits. If you are 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

found without a permit in the park, you are fined N$ 

2400 per person and it is only valid for 3 months. 

8. proper training is given to each person according 

to the park rules, on when and what you are allowed 

to do and not to do, on rehabilitation, how to drive in 

the park. 

9. Rehabilitation is costly, so the less impact you 

make the less it will cost you to rehabilitate the area. 

2.  10. I would like to recommend that as part of social 

responsibility, the company considers the local 

communities in the conservancy for employment so 

that they can also develop their skills.   

There is a number of communities in the Tsiseb 

conservancy nearby. 

Silas Shimakeleni Proponent Representative: We take note of that, what 

is the closes settlement from here? 

 

 

(IN): We will contact the conservancy/Uis office to get the information needed 

in that regard. 
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FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Ms. Nakale thanked the attendees for their input through comments and by raising their concerns. He 

indicated to the attendees that all their comments, concerns and inputs had been noted down for 

consideration, and for addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) Report, as well as 

incorporating their recommendations into the EMP.  

Furthermore, Ms. Nakale informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental 

Assessment Report (EAR) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them for their 

review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails provided on the 

attendance register. 

Once the review of the reporting is completed, the documents will be finalized and submitted to the 

Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for 

evaluation and consideration for an ECC. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10h50 
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