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 15 August 2023 

 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION MEETING MINUTES: 

PROJECT: Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) for Proposed Exploration Activities 

on Exclusive Prospecting License (EPL) No. 7958 Located Near Klein Aub, in Hardap 

Region. 

 

Date:  Wednesday, 02 August 2023 

Time: 10h45 

Venue: Klein Aub Community Hall 

 

The public consultation meeting was attended by (8) people, including one environmental 

consultant and one archaeologist from Excel Dynamic Solutions (Pty) Ltd (EDS) - Please refer 

to the attached attendance register. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION AND WELCOMING REMARKS 

The meeting was opened by the environmental consultant by introducing the team and stating 

the purpose of the consultation meeting with the parties affected by the proposed prospecting and 

exploration activities on EPL 7958. The meeting attendance register was circulated for the 

attendees to sign and add their contact details, so that they could be added to the list of interested 

and affected parties (I&APs) and receive further information on the ESA process. 

 

2. MEETING AGENDA AND PRESENTATION 

The agenda of the meeting included the following main points: 

2.1 Brief Description of the Project 
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The Environmental Consultant, Ms. Iyaloo Nakale explained the EIA process to the attendees, 

and the reason for their invitation to the meeting (with reference to the Environmental 

Management Act (EMA) No. 7 of 2007 and its 2012 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 

Regulations on Public Consultation). Ms. Nakale further explained the importance for the 

proposed project of requiring an ECC and attendee’s role in the EIA process.  

2.3 Presentation of Potential Project Impacts 

To ensure transparency towards the public and understanding of proposed works by the 

attendees, the Environmental Consultant also presented the pre-identified potential positive & 

negative environmental and social impacts.  

2.4 Public Open Discussion (Interactive Session) 

Ms. Nakale provided the meeting attendees with the opportunity to raise their concerns/issues 

and/ or comment on the proposed project activities. The issues and comments recorded are 

presented in Table 1 below.
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Table 1: Comments and issues raised during the public consultation meeting, 02 August 2023 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

1.  Commenter 1: Did you try reaching out to all the 

farmers? 

Iyaloo Nakale (IN): Before we do that we advertise the proposed project in 2 

different newspapers for two consecutive weeks. Since it is difficult to get 

farmers private details such as telephone/cellphone or emails, we find other 

means to reach the farmers. In this case, firstly we shared the information with 

the Klein Aub settlement office to assist us with the farmers details affected 

by the project and also share the information with community members, which 

they did, but unfortunately they did not have any of the farmers details. 

Secondly we shared the information with the Namibian Agricultural Union 

(NAU) to reach out to their members (if any of them are affected by EPL 7958) 

so they can register as interested and affected parties with our office, thirdly 

we shared the information with Mr. Bertolini who in turn shared it with the 

Rehoboth farmers group and lastly we formally shared the information with 

the Hardap Regional Council, Rehoboth Town Council and Rehoboth rural 

constituency. 

2.  Commenter 1: If this project has the same owners 

(Mr. Charles) they did not engage all the farmers so 

this could be a mistake again for this project. 

IN: Well noted, our aim is to make sure everyone is informed, we will look into 

that. 

3.  Commenter 2: Like I said in our earlier conversation, 

Mr. Charles other EPL left farmers dissatisfied due to 

the access agreements that were not fulfilled. So 

what you can do is go to these farms physically and 

IN: We take note of that. 
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Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

engage with the owners so they can raise their 

concerns. 

 

4.  Commenter 1:  Like with this EPL, to make it a 

success, you just need to engage the farmers.  

Commenter1: I can help facilitate it I know the 

farmers on the EPL. The people do not really have a 

problem with such projects because of the job 

creation and the support it gives our local business, 

so there is at least a cash flow in the settlement. So 

make an appointment with them, I think this is the 

best approach. 

IN: Noted. 

 

IN: I would like to also find out in your opinion, how do we then get access to 

these farms because from past experiences, entering one’s private property 

can be risky. 

IN: Well noted. Thank you for the suggestion. 

5.  Commenter 2: The message that was shared by Mr. 

Bertolini (Shows on the cellphone), we saw it, but not 

all the farmers are on the group or have seen the 

message because some do not have data and others 

do not have cellphones. Some of these farmers are 

pensioners and others live in other towns. 

IN: Well noted, Perhaps I can give a suggestion. It is important your settlement 

office creates a farmers group for all the farms in the Klein Aub area with their 

necessary details. This makes it easier to keep the farmers updated with any 

projects that are in the area or potential ones like this one.  

6.  Commenter 1. Does this EPL belong to Mr. Charles? IN: No, this EPL belongs to Unique Capital Investments (Pty) Ltd 



 

5 
 

Comment/ 

issue No.  

Commenter name & issue / comment / question Response and name of responder: 

7.  Commenter 2: I spoke to Mr. Charles and he said he 

will be here next week to come and engage the 

farmers on the other EPL’s situation. 

IN: Okay that is good. The Proponent has two representatives for this EPL 

that will be here next week also to engage the affected parties for the EPLs. 

We will make an appointment to visit the farmers through Mr. Ian. 

8.  Commenter 2: The other farmers are not happy with 

how things were handle on another EPL (Access 

agreements) and most of the time the people only get 

to realize this things after it is too late. We do not want 

to repeat the same mistake. 

IN: Noted, We are here for EPL 7958 but we understand your concerns. It is 

also important to meet with the proponents once they have been granted the 

Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC), to discuss and negotiate on the 

terms and condition of the access agreement, and how you will be 

compensated moving forward so it becomes a win/win for all of you involved. 



 

6 
 

FINAL REMARKS AND CONCLUSION OF THE MEETING 

Ms. Nakale thanked the attendees for their input through comments and by raising their concerns. He 

indicated to the attendees that all their comments, concerns and inputs had been noted down for 

consideration, and for addressing in the Environmental Scoping Assessment (ESA) Report, as well as 

incorporating their recommendations into the draft EMP.  

Furthermore, Ms. Nakale informed the attendees that the draft meeting minutes, Environmental 

Assessment Report (EAR) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) will be shared with them for their 

review and further comments. These documents will be made available through emails provided on the 

attendance register. 

Once the review of the reporting is completed, the documents will be finalized and submitted to the 

Environmental Commissioner at the Department of Environmental Affairs and Forestry (DEAF) for 

evaluation and consideration for an ECC. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11h20 






