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1 BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

1.1 PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

Mr. Kaiser, owner of farm Waltershagen 135 is collaborating with PyroNam (collectively referred 

to as the Proponent) and has engaged the services of Environmental Compliance Consultancy 

(ECC) to perform an environmental impact assessment. Additionally, ECC is tasked with creating a 

generic environmental management plan (GEMP) to guide the planned bush thinning operations 

and biochar production at the Waltershagen 135 farm, situated in the Otjozondjupa Region, 

Namibia. These actions align with the provisions of the Environmental Management Act, No. 7 of 

2007, and its corresponding regulations from 2012. Consequently, an application for an 

environmental clearance certificate will be lodged with the Ministry of Environment, Forestry and 

Tourism (MEFT) to receive a Record of Decision (RoD). 

1.2 DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT 

The Proponent plans to harvest encroacher bush species from farm Walterhagen 135 for biochar 

production, which will potentially be used as a soil supplement to restore and enhance rangeland 

productivity. 

 

Farm Walterhagen 135 is located approximately 40 km from Otjiwarongo along the C33 in a south-

westerly direction in the Otjozondjupa Region, Namibia as seen in Figure 1. The farm covers an 

area of 5 303.60 ha, however this area will be divided into smaller plots. Bush thinning activities 

will be applied to a total area of 3 800 ha. Encroacher species found on the farm are as follows: 

Red-bark Acacia (Vachellia reficiens), Sickle bush (Dichrostachys cinerea), Blackthorn (Senegalia 

mellifera Subsp. dentinens) and Blue-thorn (Senigallia erubescens), Kalahari-sand Acacia (Vachellia 

luederitzii), Silver cluster leaves (Terminalia sericea), Purple-pod cluster leaves (Terminalia 

pruinoides), mopane (Colophospermum mopane). Proposed activities include manual and semi-

mechanised harvesting techniques.  
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Figure 1 – Locality map of farm Waltershagen 135 in the Otjozondjupa Region, Namibia 
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1.3 OPERATIONAL PHASE 

The following are envisioned during the proposed Project:   

• Manual thinning (harvesting) of encroacher bush species on farm Waltershagen 135. 

• Contractors used to conduct the harvesting shall be accommodated on the farm in 

accordance with Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) standards and 

• The production of biochar and associated by-products will be carried out by PyroNam on 

the farm.  

1.4 CONSIDERATION OF ALTERNATIVES 

During the assessment, alternatives will be considered in terms of optimisation and using eco-

friendly solutions to reduce potential impacts.  
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2 EIA PROCESS FOR BUSH THINNING PROJECTS 

In 2017 MEFT released a publication to streamline and simplify the legal process authorising 

people to combat bush encroachment in Namibia. This is based on the Strategic environmental 

assessment of large-scale bush thinning and value-addition activities in Namibia (SAIEA, 2015) which 

distinguishes three categories of thresholds for the environmental impact assessment (EIA) 

process on bush control activities (Figure 2).  

 

Accordingly: 

• No environmental clearance is required for areas smaller than 150 hectares where bush 

control activities are being conducted; 

• A generic environmental management plan (GEMP) is required for an area larger than 150 

hectares, but smaller than 5,000 hectares where bush control activities are being 

conducted; and  

• A full EIA and environmental management plan (EMP) are required for an area larger than 

5,000 hectares where bush control activities are being conducted.  

 

Bush thinning activities will be applied to a total area of 3 800 ha on the farm. Rotational planning 

of selected camps will be performed, only manual and semi-mechanised harvesting practices will 

be used, therefore the impact of bush control measures is expected to be of low intensity. 

According to this, the farm will then be classified as a medium-sized bush harvesting operation 

(150 – 5,000 ha), which thus requires a GEMP to be granted an environmental clearance certificate.  

 

An EMP aims to meet the requirements as legislated in Section 8 (j) of the regulations of the 

Environmental Management Act, No. 7 of 2007 and includes information about the identified 

environmental impacts, the management, mitigation, protection or remedial measures to be 

undertaken to address the impacts associated with the proposed operations. The GEMP may be 

amended as new information is made available. 
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Figure 2 - Flowchart of the bush thinning activities EIA process  

 

2.1 SCREENING 

The listed activities triggered by the proposed project are summarised in Table 1.  

Table 1- Listed activities triggered by the proposed project 

LISTED ACTIVITY EIA SCREENING FINDING 

FORESTRY ACTIVITIES 

(4) The clearance of forest areas, 

deforestation, aforestation, timber 

harvesting or any other related activity that 

requires authorisation in terms of the Forest 

Act, 2001 (Act No. 12 of 2001) or any other 

law. 

 

- Cutting (harvesting) of encroacher tree 

species. Bush control activities will stay 

within the boundaries of the farm 

which will be divided into smaller 

camps. The total area dedicated to 

bush thinning activities will cover 3 800 

ha. 
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2.1.1 DRAFT GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PLAN 

A generic environmental management plan (GEMP) will be crafted for the proposed project, 

detailing auditable actions to ensure that the project's activities are managed sustainably and with 

due care for the local environment and community. Upon its approval and the subsequent 

issuance of the environmental clearance certificate, the GEMP becomes a legally binding 

commitment. These environmental clearance certificates have a validity period of three years. 

Renewal is contingent on compliance with the terms and stipulations outlined in the 

environmental clearance certificate. 
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3 THE WAY FORWARD  

At this phase ECC will perform the following:  

- Prepare and submit the application for the environmental clearance certificate in the 

prescribed manner.  

- Identify neighbours of the farm and inform them of the project.  

- Add the project to ECCs website to enable I&APs to download the BID (this document).  

- Submit the final GEMP to the Environmental Commissioner of MEFT for a record of 

decision. 

Your request for registration as an I&AP as well as any comments on the BID or Project must be 

submitted in writing and can be emailed using the details in the contact us section below. 

Registration as an I&AP for the project can be completed online on ECCs website on the projects 

page, or by using this link: https://eccenvironmental.com/download/pyronam-biochar-group-

scheme-management/ 

 

We welcome any enquiries regarding this document and its content. Please contact: 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy (ECC) 

info@eccenvironmental.com 

Tel: +264 816 697 608 

www.eccenvironmental.com 

At ECC we make sure all information is easily accessible to the public.  

Follow our social platforms online to be kept up to date.  

 

 

mailto:info@eccenvironmental.com
http://www.eccenvironmental.com/

