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We welcome any enquiries regarding this document and its content. Please contact: 

 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy 

PO Box 91193, Klein Windhoek, Namibia 

Tel: +264 81 669 7608  

Email: info@eccenvironmental.com 

 

DISCLAIMER  

The report has been prepared by Environmental Compliance Consultancy (Pty) Ltd (ECC) (Reg. 

No. 2022/0593) on behalf of the Proponent. Authored by ECC employees with no material 

interest in the report's outcome, ECC maintains independence from the Proponent and has no 

financial interest in the Project apart from fair remuneration for professional fees. Payment of 

fees is not contingent on the report's results or any government decision. ECC members or 

employees are not, and do not intend to be, employed by the Proponent, nor do they hold any 

shareholding in the Project. Personal views expressed by the writer may not reflect ECC or its 

client's views. The environmental report's information is based on the best available data and 

professional judgment at the time of writing. However, please note that environmental 

conditions can change rapidly, and the accuracy, completeness, or currency of the information 

cannot be guaranteed.  
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1 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC MEETING AND COMMENTS 

RECEIVED FROM I&APS 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy (ECC) has been engaged by QKR Namibia Navachab 

Gold Mine (Pty) Ltd (hereafter referred to as Navahcab), the Proponent, to conduct an 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in accordance with the Environmental Management Act, 

No. 7 of 2007 and its regulations of 2012, for which an application for an environmental 

clearance certificate will be submitted for construction and operation of tailings storage facility 

three (TSF 3) within the Erongo Region, Namibia. 

 

QKR Namibia Navachab Gold Mine (Pty) Ltd is a mining company with a portfolio of gold assets 

in Namibia. The Proponent is a Namibian registered company that proposes constructing and 

developing a 20 million cubic meters (Mm3) tailing storage facility. Navachab Gold Mine is an 

open pit mine located approximately 9 km outside Karibib.  

1.2 PUBLIC MEETING SUMMARY 

The public meeting was facilitated by ECCs senior practitioner, with the assistance of the 

Environmental assessment practitioner (EAP). The welcoming and agenda of the meeting 

included an introduction to ECC as an independent environmental consulting company 

commissioned by the Proponent Navachab as the environmental assessment practitioner (EAP) 

to conduct the environmental impact assessment for the Project as part of the environmental 

clearance certification application process for the proposed Project. 

 

As part of the Project’s introduction to the public, the following was outlined: 

− Project location 

− Baseline 

− ESIA process and procedures 

An explanation of the Project’s current status was provided to the public. It was emphasized that 

the objective of the current public scoping meeting conducted in the early scoping phase is to 

engage all stakeholders and to identify further potential studies and assessments that may be 

required for inclusion in the environmental impact assessment of the Project.  

 

The technical presentation by Navachab then provided an overview of the proposed 

construction and operation of the TSF 3 as well as the overall Project: 

 

The presentation from ECC covered a detailed description of the public consultation purpose 

and intentions as part of the environmental and social impact assessment (ESIA) process for the 
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processing plant. At this stage, I&APs were encouraged and informed of the importance of 

raising any concerns and comments related to the proposed operations of the processing plant 

which are to be considered in the ESIA studies and submitted along with the application for an 

environmental clearance certificate to the competent authorities and MEFT for a record of 

decision. 

 

The main components of the environmental assessment identified for consideration in the ESIA 

were discussed, aspects and concerns raised which will form an important part of the impact 

study for the proposed Project. The current phase involves and engages I&APs to develop target-

specific Terms of References (TOR) for necessary specialist studies to address all identified 

concerns and potential impacts in the assessment report.  

1.3 KEY FEEDBACK ON ISSUES OF CONCERN – PUBLIC MEETING 

The pool of comments received from all meetings held was provided by key stakeholders and 

representatives of the community. The I&APs provided useful and valuable input into the ESIA 

through points and comments raised during the various meetings. From the review of the 

recorded statements the key common theme/s of concern that was raised can be summarised 

as follows:  

1.3.1 WATER POLLUTION FROM CHEMICALS USED IN THE TSF 

The I&APs in attendance questioned as to whether or not chemicals will be used as part of the 

operations of the TSF 3. The Proponent explained that most of the chemical used during the 

processing of the ore is re-used in the processing plant therefor only a small concentration of 

the chemicals used in the processing plant are expelled to the TSF. The more dangerous of the 

chemicals used, that being cyanide is broken down when exposed to sunlight in the open TSF.  
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2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

In closing of the meeting ECC thanked all I&APs for their attendance and for providing valuable 

feedback during the public meeting. Through the public engagement process the Proponent and 

ECC have endeavoured to provide a platform to hear and address all relevant comments put 

forward by I&APs.  

 

ECC further endorsed the fact that constructive feedback from I&APs results in a more robust 

and improved ESIA. This process results in a project that is understood by the community and 

I&APs. The I&AP’s feedback will contribute to identifying the potential impacts to be assessed 

and concerns to be considered and addressed as the project progresses. 

2.1 DETAILED COMMENTS AND RESPONSES FROM THE PUBLIC MEETING 

The official public consultation period began on the 13th of July 2022 and remained open until 

the 19th of July 2022 for initial comments. These were received during the public meeting and via 

email which are to be included in the scoping report. These comments and their respective 

responses are included in the tables below.  

 

Further comments were welcome after that date and the public consultation period will remain 

open for I&APs until the final assessment report for the project is ready for submission to the 

competent authorities.  



 

Public consultation for the construction and operation of tailings storage facility (TSF3) for QKR Namibia 

Navachab Gold Mine, Erongo Region, Namibia 

QKR Namibia Navachab Gold Mine (Pty) Ltd 

8 JUNE 2023 REV 01 PAGE 8 OF 31 
ECC Report No: ECC-107-387-REP-16-D 

Table 1 - Comments and feedback from the public meeting 

28th July 2022 

Karibib Private School Hall 

Karibib, Erongo Region 

Stakeholder name and details Comments/question received Response/clarification 

Unidentified I&AP What percentage increase in production would 

necessitate this TSF 3? 

TSF 2 will reach its full capacity next year and then will 

be decommissioned and rehabilitated thus the need for 

the construction of TSF 3. Will be built in a valley using 

waste rock. 

Where will the water come from to feed the TSF 

3? 

TSF 3 will be fed with a slurry mixture expelled from 

the ore processing plant. No additional water will be 

required to feed TSF 3. 

Jessica Bezuidenhout 

EAP from Environmental 

Compliance Consultancy (ECC) 

What do you do to remove or reduce the 

chemicals before you pump the tailings out of 

the processing facility? 

Several chemicals are used such as cyanide and 

peroxide etc, we recover about 8% of the water used 

and is sent back before it is sent to the TSF. So, it 

depends on the Cyanide contents in that 8% of water 

is recovered. There is also a filter plant where a dry 

cake is produced and is co-disposed with the waste 

rock. Most of the chemicals are recovered and sent 

back and re-used in the mine. When any excess 

Cyanide is released with tailings and is then exposed 

to sunlight is then destroyed by the sunlight. 

Navachab also has several monitoring boreholes to 

monitor on a regular basis any contamination. 

Do you subscribe to the international cyanide 

Code for the Manufacture, Transport, and Use 

of Cyanide in the Production of Gold and how 

We subscribe to this standard in terms of monitoring. 
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28th July 2022 

Karibib Private School Hall 

Karibib, Erongo Region 

Stakeholder name and details Comments/question received Response/clarification 

does that affect monitoring? 

How long will the construction be, as this will 

result in more trucks being on the road 

generating more noise in the town and how 

much noise do you expect from this? 

Want to start with construction before the end of the 

year. Will use normal managing equipment no 

special equipment that may generate any excessive 

noise.  

Unidentified I&AP How do you prevent these chemicals from 

entering the hydrological system? 

Once the tailings are dry there is no trace of 

chemicals in the dry cake anymore if any it is in very 

minute amounts. 

 

Table 2 - Comments received from I&APs via email during the registration period. 

Stakeholder details Comments/question received Response/clarification 

Thomas Rathernam 

 

X=TR Consultants 

I particularly like to see what was provided for 

in terms of rehabilitation in the company’s life 

of mine plan.  

This will be addressed in the impact assessment 

phase  

Conette Smith 

 

Drenam (Pty) Ltd 

1. About 1.5 km away from the border there 

was an existing borehole on our premises 

with a depth of about 22m when we bought 

the farm in 1993. In 2005 we had to redrill 

the borehole to 48m due to the water level 

that went down. Five years ago, in 2017 we 

had again to redrill that same hole to 80m. 

This matter is being addressed directly with the 

proponent as part of ongoing consultation on this 

topic.  
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Stakeholder details Comments/question received Response/clarification 

We think that this was due to the fact that 

the open pit went further down and the 

water table went down as well. Do you 

intend to go further down with the open pit 

and do you intend to do underground and 

if so will that affect the water table 

negatively for us? 

2. How do you want to compensate us if we 

must drill our boreholes further down? 

3. Will, you also use chemicals in your 

operations if you say yes, can you please 

provide us with a detailed list and inform us 

if it is hazardous in our drinking water?  

Karel Andries Esterhuizen 

 

Erongo Plant Hire/Erongo 

Road and Dust Control 

Interest to tender Comment Noted.  

Dr Klaus Rheinschimich 

 

Drenam Pty (Ltd) 

I have a view concern with your waist dam so 

close to our farm I just want to find out if the a 

big rainstorm comes of about 150mm in half an 

hour will the wall of the waist dam be stable?  

This will be addressed in the impact assessment 

phase.  
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APPENDIX A – BID 
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APPENDIX B – ADVERTS PUBLISHED 
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APPENDIX C – PUBLIC MEETING PRESENTATION 
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APPENDIX D – PUBLIC MEETING ATTENDANCE REGISTERS 
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APPENDIX E – SITE NOTICES 

Karibib Post Office 
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Karibib Town Council 

 


