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2.6 POTENTIAL IMPACTS OF THE PROJECT 

2.6.1 SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

The potential social impacts are anticipated to be of 

low significance, and those that may transpire shall be 

confined within the EPL site, these potential impacts 

may include the following: 

- Potential to unearth, damage or destroy 

undiscovered heritage remains 

- Minor disruption to the residents of the farms 

within the EPL, including some increase in noise 

levels and dust arising from drilling and vehicle use 

- Some jobs will be created as a result of the project; 

and  

- There will be economic benefits due to increased 

investment and investor confidence in the 

Namibian minerals sector.  

 

2.6.2 ENVIRONMENTAL 

The potential environmental impacts are anticipated 

to be of minor significance, and those that may occur 

shall be contained within the EPL site, these potential 

impacts may include the following: 

- Some potential vegetation loss due to possible 

tracks creation;  

- Potential use of resources, including surface and 

groundwater; and  

- Minor risk of loss of contaminant of hydrocarbon, 

chemical or drill fluids from exploration activities 

potentially leading to localised ground 

contamination.   

 

3 CONSIDERATION OF 
ALTERNATIVES 

Best practice environmental assessment methodology 

calls for consideration and assessment of alternatives 

to a proposed project.   

 

In a project such as this one, it is difficult to identify 

alternatives to satisfy the need of the proposed 

project; the activities shall be specific to the EPL 7703, 

7340, 7303 & 7172 which were granted by the MME 

on the 31
th

 of October and 11
th

 of November 2019.   

 

During the assessment, alternatives will take the form 

of a consideration of optimisation and efficiency to 

reduce potential effects e.g. different types of 

technology or operations, route access and 

exploration methods.   

 

 

 

4 THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

This EIA, conducted by ECC, is undertaken in terms of 

the Environmental Management Act, 2007 and its 

regulations.   

The process followed in this EIA is set out in the 
flowchart in  
Figure 2 below. 

 

 

  

 
FIGURE 2 - FLOWCHART OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
 

1. SCREENING

3. BASELINE 
STUDIES

4. IMPACT 
PREDICTION AND 
EVALUATION

5. MITIGATION

6. CONSIDERATION 
OF ALTERNATIVES

7. ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT 
PLAN

8. ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT

9. AUTHORITY 
ASSESSMENT

10. OPPORTUNITY

Identify likely impacts

Circulation of NTS

2. SCOPING

Identify impacts likely to be significant

Identify data available and gaps

Pre-consultation

Provide a reference point against 

which any future changes associated 

with a project can be assessed

Consultation with experts

Mitigation aims to eliminate or 

reduce negative  biodiversity 

and social impacts

Considering mitigation 

measures, a comparison of 

alternatives allows 

identification of the least 

damaging option

Defines resources, roles and 

responsibilities required to 

manage biodiversity and social 

impacts and implement 

mitigation measures

Define monitoring 

requirements to determine if 

mitigation is successful

EIA Review – 14 days
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Analyse the impacts identified in 2
and 3 to determine the nature, 

temporal- and spatial scale, 

reversibility, magnitude, likelihood, 

extent and effect

Input from relevant experts
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- Distribute the NTS for the proposed project (this 

document) 

- Advertise the environmental application in two 

national newspapers 

- Place notices on-site at or near the boundary  

- If required host a public meeting to encourage 

stakeholder participation and engagement, and 

provide details of issues identified by the 

environmental practitioner, stakeholders and 

I&APs 

- Record all comments of I&APs and present such 

comments, as well as responses provided by ECC, 

in the comments and responses report, which will 

be included in the scoping report that shall 

submitted with the application, and 

- Circulate I&AP comments to the project team for 

consideration of project design. 

 

Comments must be submitted in writing and can be 

emailed using the details in the contact us section 

below.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT US 

 

 

We welcome any enquiries regarding this 

document and its content. Please contact: 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy 
(ECC) 

info@eccenvironmental.com 

Tel: +264 816 697 608 

www.eccenvironmental.com 

At ECC we make sure all information is easily 

accessible to the public.  

Follow us online to be kept up to date:  
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info@eccenvironmental.com 

+264 81 669 7608 

www.eccenvironmental.com 

ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CONSULTANCY CC 
PO BOX 91193 WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA 

MEMBERS: J L MOONEY & JS BEZUIDENHOUT  
REGISTRATION NUMBER: CC/2013/11404 

 ECC Ref: ECC-88-270-LET-5-A 
 25 February 2020 
 
 
Identified Stakeholder and or Potentially Interested Party for:  

Votorantim Metals Namibia Exploration Activities on EPL 7172, 7303, 7340 & 7703  

 
 
Dear Sir or Madam: 

 
RE: NOTIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT FOR EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES ON EPL 7172 
7303, 7340 & 7703 FOR BASE AND RARE METALS, INDUSTRIAL MINERALS, PRECIOUS METALS IN 
THE OSHIKOTO AND OTJOZONDJUPA REGION, NAMIBIA. 
 
Environmental Compliance Consultancy (ECC) has been engaged by Votorantim Metals Namibia (Pty) 

Ltd (the Proponent) to act on their behalf for the environmental clearance certificate application for 

the proposed exploration activities for base and rare metals, precious metals, industrial minerals, 

precious metals on EPL 7172, 7303, 7340 & 7703 in Oshikoto and Otjozondjupa Region, Namibia.  

 

ECC is conducting the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) in terms of the Environmental 

Management Act, 2007. 

 

The proposed project is to conduct mineral exploration activities on EPL 7172, 7303, 7340 & 7703. 

As part of the proposed low impact, non-intrusive exploration project, the following activities are 

envisaged, which shall be confirmed, as the exploration program is refined: 

 

x Potential creation of access tracks, where existing tracks are not available or cannot be 

utilised; 

x Limited vegetation clearing for the potential creation of tracks; 

x Drilling of exploration boreholes;  

x Exploration methods may include soil and rock sampling, electromagnetic surveys, drilling 

and drill-core sampling; and 

x Transport and storage of soil, rock and drill-core (all mineral) samples.  

This letter is intended to engage stakeholders and potentially Interested and Affected Parties 

(I&APs) of the project and provide a communication channel to ECC, the environmental consultants 

for the project.   



	

	
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CONSULTANCY CC 

PO BOX 91193 WINDHOEK, NAMIBIA 
MEMBERS: J L MOONEY & JS BEZUIDENHOUT  

REGISTRATION NUMBER: CC/2013/11404 

You	have	been	identified	as	either	a	stakeholder,	interested	or	affected	party,	therefore	ECC	wishes	

to	provide	you	with	the	details	as	to	how	you	can	become	involved	in	the	project.	

	

Public	participation	 is	an	 important	part	of	 the	EIA	process,	as	 it	allows	public	and	stakeholders	to	

obtain	 information	 about	 the	 proposed	 project.	 	 Public	 participation	 occurs	 at	 various	 stages	

throughout	a	project	lifecycle	including:	

• Advertising	in	newspapers.	

• Distributing	a	Non-Technical	Summary	(NTS)	to	identified	stakeholders	and	I&APs.	

• Registered	 I&APS	will	 also	 be	 informed	of	 the	 available	 draft	 scoping	 report	 for	 a	 14	day	
comment	and	review	period,	during	this	period	I&APs	will	have	the	opportunity	to	review	
the	draft	document	and	raise	any	issues	or	concerns		

• Stakeholders	and	I&APs	who	wish	to	register	as	an	I&APs	must	do	so	on	the	ECC	website	as	

per	the	link	provided	below:	https://eccenvironmental.com/projects/	

	

If	you	are	unable	to	complete	the	registration	form	online	please	email	info@eccenvironmental.com	
and	request	an	electronic	copy	of	the	form	that	you	can	complete,	sign,	scan	and	return	via	email	to	
info@eccenvironmental.com	to	register	as	an	I&AP	for	the	project.			
	
ECC	values	community	input	and	participation	in	our	projects	and	we	look	forward	to	working	with	
you	as	the	project	develops.	The	Non-Technical	Summary	(NTS)	can	be	obtained	from	our	website	
(or	 emailed	 to	 you	 upon	 request)	 and	 provides	 a	 brief	 overview	 of	 the	 proposed	 project	
https://eccenvironmental.com/project/	
	
Should	you	require	any	further	clarification,	please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	us.	
	
	
Yours	sincerely,	
	
	
	
																									

Stephan	Bezuidenhout		 	 	 	 	 Jessica	Bezuidenhout	(Mooney)	

Environmental	Compliance	Consultancy		 	 	 Environmental	Compliance	Consultancy	
Contact:	081	669	7608																																																											 Contact:	081	669	7608																																		

Email:	stephan@eccenvironmental.com	 	 	 Email:	jessica@eccenvironmental.com	 	
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The following was advertised in the Namibian newspaper on the 03rd March and 10th
 March 2020, 
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The following was advertised in the Informante on the 02rd March and 10th
  March 2020, (online newspaper). 
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SITE NOTICE

  

 
 
 

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT AND 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES ON EPL EPLs 7703, 7340, 7303 & 7172 

OSHIKOTO AND OTJOZONDJUPA, NAMIBIA 
 

Environmental Compliance Consultancy cc (ECC) hereby gives notice to the public that an application for an Environmental Clearance Certificate in 
accordance with the Environmental Management Act, 2007 will be made as per the following: 
 
Applicant:        Votorantim Metals Namibia (Pty) Ltd 
Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP):   Environmental Compliance Consultancy 
 
Project: Exploration activities on EPLs 7703, 7340, 7303 & 7172 for Base and Rare Metals, Industrial Minerals, Precious Metals, Semi-Precious Stones in 

Oshikoto and Otjozondjupa Region, Namibia.  
 
Proposed Activity:  The proponent proposes to carry out low impact, non-intrusive exploration activities for Base and Rare Metals, Industrial Minerals, 

Precious Metals on EPLs 7703, 7340, 7303 & 7172 located in the area north of Kombat, Oshikoto and Otjozondjupa Region, Namibia. Exploration 

methods may include geochemical surveys (soil and rock sampling), geophysical surveys (electromagnetic surveys), drilling and drill-core sampling. 

   
Location: Oshikoto and Otjozondjupa Region, Namibia. 

 
 

Application for Environmental Clearance Certificate: In terms of the Environmental Management Act No. 7 of 2007, ECC on behalf of the proponent is 

required to submit an application for environmental clearance to the Competent Authority and the Ministry of Environment and Tourism for the above-

mentioned project. 

 
Purpose of the Review and Comment Period:  As part of the public participation process, the purpose of the review and comment period is to present 

the proposed project and to afford interested and affected parties (I&AP) an opportunity to comment on the project to ensure that all issues and 

concerns are captured and considered in the assessment. 

 
 

Contact: Mr JS Bezuidenhout or Mrs J Mooney 
Environmental Compliance Consultancy 

Registration Number CC/2013/11404 
PO Box 91193, Klein Windhoek 

  Tel: +264 81 669 7608 

E-mail: info@eccenvironmental.com 

Website: http://www.eccenvironmental.com 

Project ID: ECC-88-270  


