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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 Introduction 

The study was subjected to a Public Participation Process (PPP) as defined in the Environmental 

Management Act, No. 07 of 2007 and EIA Regulations of February 2012.  

1.2 Approach to the Public Participation Process  
a)  Site visits 

The consultant conducted a site visit to the mining hotpots and interviewed Small-scale Miners 

(SSMs) that were found onsite. The consultant also interviewed the officials from the Uis 

settlement office as well as some gemstone traders along the Henties Bay-Uis road. 

b)  Stakeholders consultations 

Stakeholders such as Government Ministries, Daures Constituency Councilor, Erongo Regional 

Council, Tsiseb Conservancy, National Heritage Council, Daure Daman Traditional Authority 

(TA), Namibia Association of Community Based Natural Resource Management (NACSO) and 

the Erongo Region Small-scale Miners Association (ERSMA), were informed about the study 

through notification letters that were sent to them. 

c)  Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) 

Potential Interested and Affected Parties were invited to register through newspaper 

advertisements that were published in two (2) local newspapers: New Era (24 & 29 September 

2020), and The Namibian (25 & 29 September 2020). Stakeholders and I&APs were invited to 

the consultative meeting which was held on the 29 September 2020 at the Uis Community hall at 

14:30.  

The consultation period commenced on the 24th September 2020 and ended on the 14th October 

2020. This allowed a 21-day period for submitting comments as outlined in Section 3.4 (11) of the 

EIA Regulations of February 2012. The aim of these consultations was to introduce the study to 

the relevant stakeholders and I&APs to solicit inputs.  

1.3 Purpose of the IRR 

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of inputs, comments and questions that were 

received from the relevant stakeholders, as well as from the I&APs. These issues were 

incorporated in the Environmental Scoping report and the Environmental Management Plan 

(EMP). 



2. ISSUES RAISED DURING THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

2.1 Issues raised during site visits  

Issues Raised By Issues and Concerns Raised  

SSMs - SSMs experience problems with transporting gemstones. The Police normally confiscate 

their gemstones if they are not accompanied with a transport permit. Such permits can 

only be obtained in Windhoek. It is therefore recommended that Transport Permit be 

made locally available to SSMs i.e., at the local Police stations or Councilor’s Office. 
- SSMs have problems accessing international markets. The government is requested to 

link SSMs to the best international markets, so they can sell their products at the best 
prices.  

 
- International tourists usually give local gemstones i.e., amethyst different names from 

the local names when exporting it.  
 

- Due to the lack of market information, SSMs are forced to be price takers and often sell 

at prices below the market value.  

 
- It is recommended for the government to do research on the end-use of gemstones. 

 
-  The government should consider setting up a gallery for SSMs to sell their gemstones 

- There is a lot of conflicts in the area over Mining Claims (MCs) and the Ministry of Mines 

and Energy (MME) does not always react on time. 

- One of the SSMs has a MC registered under his name and obtained an ECC for this 

MC, but there is someone else mining on that Claim without legit MC registration papers. 

The matter has been reported to MME, but nothing has been done yet. 

 

- The owner of the disputed MC wants to know why can’t MME stop the person from 

mining while the matter is being resolved? and Why is it taking so long for MME to act 

on this matter?   

- SSMs often find it difficult to travel back and forth to Windhoek to finalize MC registration 

process and sometimes when they travel to Windhoek, the person who should assist 

them is not in the office and this result in time & finances wasted.  

- There is a lot ongoing conflicts in the area regarding MCs ownership. MME should send 

inspectors regularly and solve these problems before they escalate.  

 

Daure Daman 

Traditional 

Authority  

- Countless MCs were registered without the knowledge of the TA. It is recommended that 

pegging of MCs must be strictly done in accordance with the Section 36 of the Minerals 

(Prospecting and Mining) Act of 1992 and the Communal Land Act of 2005. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.2 Issues received through emails and telephone communications 

Issues Raised By Issues and Concerns Raised  
Erongo Region Small-scale 
Miners Association (ERSMA) 

- SSMs need assistance with machineries and equipment so that they 

can operate efficiently and make profits.  

MC holder - One of the SSMs was in the process of pegging a Claim but while he 

was looking for a GPS to take coordinates, some fellow miners went to 

the site and started putting marks on the same area. He wants to know 

if this is right and what should he do to avoid conflicts?  

Tsiseb Conservancy  - The small-scale mining activities should not interfere with the migration 

of Black Rhinos in the area, especially when they are moving from their 

natural habitats to the water point. 

National Heritage Council (NHC) - NHC would like to notify you that Erongo Region hosts an extensive 

wealth of heritage resources, amongst others; hundreds of 

archaeological sites (documented and undocumented). About 900 sites 

are documented in the Brandberg which is in proximity with Xoboxobos 

mining hotspot.  

 

- It is therefore against this background that the NHC recommends that 

the proponent be compelled to appoint a person with appropriate 

professional qualifications and/ or experience to conduct heritage 

impact assessment study of this area. A site-specific Heritage Impact 

Assessment should provide NHC with enough information to 

understand the impact of these activities on the significance of the 

heritage resources in these areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.3 Issues raised during the public Meeting  

The public meeting was held at the Community Hall in Uis on the 29 September 2020. The 

attendance register is provided under the appendix E. 

Issues Raised 

By 

Issues and Concerns Raised  

Daure Daman 

Traditional 

Authority 

- Some SSMs, especially the semi-mechanized miners have established permanent 
residents in the area without approval from the TA and some also keep domestic animals 
at their temporary camps. 

 
- Many people started pegging claims without informing the TA.  

 
- SSMs should be informed that, no one should peg MCs or establish permanent structures 

in the area without approval from the TA. 
 
- Some SSMs do blasting very close to villages. This should not be allowed as it is very 

dangerous.  
 

- SSMs should also try to rehabilitate the damaged areas after mining  

Attendees  - Since the registration of claims is only done in Windhoek. It always takes time to finalize 

the registrations or to get assistance. Why can’t the Mining Claims registrations be done at 

MME office in Swakopmund? 

 

- There are many places of archeological importance in the area, some are marked, and 

some are not. SSMs should not temper with such areas/places but should report them to 

the relevant office. 

 

- How are SSM protected from EPLs and well-off claim owners? 

 
- One of the SSMs has a MC with abundance of Welwitschia plant, He wanted to know the 

importance of this plant? 

 
- SSMs started an association sometime back called “Goboboseb Miners Association”. The 

initial name of this organization and its mandate has been changed without the SSMs’ 
knowledge. 

 

- SSMs are requesting that MME inspectors should conduct regular inspections in the area 

and give assistance to SSMs. 

 

3. CONCLUSION 

The consultant took note of the recommendations and comments made by various parties. 

Questions and recommendations were forwarded to various relevant institutions for 

considerations and all issues were incorporated in the scoping report. 

Written by: Joseph Kondja Amushila (Environmental Assessment Practitioner)  

 

Signature: ………      Date: ………04 December 2020…. 














