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1. INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 Introduction 

The study was subjected to a Public Participation Process (PPP) as defined in the Environmental 

Management Act, No. 07 of 2007 and EIA Regulations of February 2012.  

1.2 Approach to the Public Participation Process  

 
a) Site visits 

The consultant conducted a site visit to the mining hotpots and interviewed small-scale miners 

that were found onsite. The consultant also interviewed the local Headman Mr. David Roman of 

the !Oe-#Gan Traditional Authority (TA) and some community members at Kudubis, Uigaran and 

Hobatre as well as some private Farm owners.  

b) Stakeholders consultations 

Stakeholders such as Government Ministries, Daures and Karibib Constituency Councilors, 

Erongo Regional Council, #Gaingu Conservancy, National Heritage Council, Namibia Association 

of CBRNM (NACSO and Erongo Region Small-scale Miners Association (ERSMA), were 

informed about the study through notification letters sent to them. 

c) Interested and Affected Parties  

Potential Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) were invited to register through newspaper 

advertisements that were published in two (2) local newspapers: New Era (24 & 29 September 

2020), and The Namibian (25 & 29 September 2020).  

The consultation period started from 24 September 2020 and ended on the 14 October 2020. 

This allowed a 21-day period for submission of comments as outlined in Section 3.4 (11) of the 

EIA Regulations of February 2012. The aim of these consultations was to introduce the study to 

relevant stakeholders and I&APs to solicit inputs.  

1.3 Purpose of the IRR 

The purpose of this report is to provide a summary of inputs, comments and questions that were 

received from the relevant stakeholders and the I&APS. These issues were incorporated in the 

Environmental Scoping report and the Environmental Management Plan (EMP). 

 



2. ISSSUES RAISED DURING THE CONSULTATION PERIOD 

2.1 Issues raised during site visits  

Issues Raised By Issues and Concerns Raised 

SSMs - SSMs usually experience problems with transporting gemstones. The police usually 

confiscate the gemstones/specimens if not accompanied with a permit and such permits 

are only issued in Windhoek. 

- It is suggested that transport permits should be made available locally i.e., at the local 

Police stations or at the Councilor’s Office. 
- Some SSMs have been operating in the area for many years and are not aware of the 

MC registrations matters while some have expired MCs and are not aware of the 

procedures for MC renewal.  

- It is therefore recommended that information on Mining Rights should be made available 

to SSMs in the area and in vernacular languages.  

- Government should set up a Gallery for SSMs to sell their gemstones. 

- Since MC registrations is only done in Windhoek, very often they do not get assisted on 

time and sometimes return from Windhoek without getting any assistance. As such, 

several miners continue mining operations without registration papers. 

- SSMs need information on market prices because they are forced to only sell at prices 

offered to them. 

!Oe-#Gan 

Traditional 

Authority 

- Before MCs are registered in Windhoek, there is a need to monitor the current situation 

onsite.  

- Some MCs are registered over areas where certain SSMs have been operating for many 

years. This has caused a lot of conflicts between people who have been onsite and the 

new MC owners. 

 

- There are a lot of conflicts and threats to harm others over gemstones. MME should 

send inspectors regularly to go and solve problems on the ground.  

 

- Many Claims were registered without the knowledge of the local TA. It is recommended 

that pegging of claims must be done in accordance with the Communal Land Act. 

 

- Certain Claims owners, especially foreigners, abandon their sites without rehabilitating 

the area. There was a case were a particular mining site in Tubussis was left with a 

diesel tank not properly contained. As a result, countless animals died by consuming 

diesel fuel.  

Community  - The community would like to know where the exact borders between the communal land 

and the commercial land of the Tubussis area. This is because private farm owners are 

constantly chasing SSMs away from their mining sites which SSMs think is under the 

communal side. 

- Some people own claims but have not worked on them for several years.  

- Some local people own MCs with intention to sell them to foreigners. Foreigner 

owners/investors often exploit people and often sell gemstones abroad as raw products 

without adding value locally. 

- The area is filled with an abundance of natural resources, yet the local communities are 

still poor because they are not benefiting explicitly from these resources. This needs to 

change. 



2.2 Issues received through emails and telephone communications. 

Issues Raised \By Issues and Concerns Raised  
Erongo Region Small-scale 
Miners Association (ERSMA) 

- Small-scale miners need assistance in terms of machineries and 

equipment so that they can operate efficiently and make profit.  

MC holder - The process of registering MC is too slow. Certain MC holders have 

been waiting for three years and they do not know what is causing the 

backlog. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2.3 Issues raised during the public Meeting  

The public meeting was held on the 01 October 2020 at the Community Hall in Tubussis. 

Issues Raised By Issues and Concerns Raised  

Attendees  - Many people started pegging claims without informing the local TA. 

 

- People are fighting over claims, MME should send Inspectors to go and 

solve the ongoing conflicts.  

 

- Some people also drill boreholes in the area without notifying the local 

community. Some boreholes are very close to the settlements while 

some are not even productive.  

 

- Some boreholes have been abandoned and not rehabilitated. This 

poses serious risks to people and animal.  

 

- To avoid such problems, TA should be informed about all boreholes 

drilled in the area. 

 

- Tubussis area need assistance with borehole drilling. The Namibia-

German Special Programme (NGPS) by GIZ which supports community 

with borehole drilling is not implemented in the area. 

- SSMs should try to rehabilitate the damaged areas after mining 

operations. 

- There are many unmarked places of archeological importance in the 

area. SSMs should not temper with such materials but should report 

them to the relevant office. 

- Claim Registration is only done in Windhoek. It always takes time to 

finalize the registrations or to get assistance.  

 

- There are also too many problems on the ground but MME inspectors 

hardly come to the site and solve these problems. 

 

- Why can’t SSMs get assistance from the Swakopmund MME office? 

 

3. CONCLUSION 

The consultant took note of the recommendations and comments made by various parties. All 

issues and recommendations were forwarded to various relevant institutions for consideration 

and were incorporated in the Scoping report. 

 

Written by: Joseph Kondja Amushila (Environmental Assessment Practitioner)  
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