ses N

o

PUBLIC CONSULTATION

Proposed Safari House, Cottage and Glamping Camp Units

1. Public Participation Notices

A public participation poster notice (70cm x 50cm) was placed at Farm Shangri-La
access gate, along the C19 road. The poster provided background information about
the project and gave interested and affected parties an opportunity to forward their
issues and comments about the project. See Photo below.

2. Consulted I&APs
Name Organization Designation/Position
Mrs. Saar Porterious Desert Hills Lodge Owner / Manager
Ms. Lauren Desert Homestead Lodge / | Manager
Farm Witwater (west)
Mr. Thomas Becker Hoodia Desert Camp Owner / Manager
Ms. Tanya Hundhausen | A Little Sossus Lodge | Manager
(north)
Mr. Jorn Dedig The Elegant Desert Lodge | Manager
(north)

Background information documents (BID) were sent to I&APs.




3. Comments and Responses

No comments, objections or concerns regarding the proposed development were
raised from any I&APs informed, and no I&APs were registered for the project.

4. Newspaper Adverts

Public participation notices were placed and run in two local newspapers on two
different occasions, namely;

= The Namibian, 13 and 20 February 2020

» The Confidente, 13 and 20 February 2020

Public Consultation -1-
Safari House, Cottage and Glamping Camp Units - Infinity Nature Holdings (Pty) Ltd
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ITULA the outcome of the election. becpuse | should have written my letters lwlu. a qualified deatist and Swapo Paty
FROM PAGE 1 He said the argument by the court was  earlier? Was my “inaction’ lbuhmo?()n ran as an indepx did

In a unanimous judgement read out by chief
justice Peter Shivute, the court declined to set
aside the 2019 presidential election result and or-
dernmm.msmduwwthewmmlmgma
formermmmerofurbmund rural de

not correct, as other applicanss have been
Ao ing the ECN

on

“They have debated this fact in parliament
and written many letters well in ndvance.
Were they too, to receive no cffective rolicf,

what facts ¢aised?” he

{dential el hichh

He thus said the Supu'eme Court s:oulcl

about 29% of the votes cast, losmg to fellaw

review its judg and follow Swapo and i
set by it oqui in other in Hage Geingob, wha d 56% of the
applying the law. votes cast,

Charles Namoloh's decision to partly impi

the Electoral Actand specifically lhcpman:quuing
a verifiable paper teail for EVMs was in conflict
wlth the Constitution and invalid.

The eourt, however, stated that the validity of
the glection of office-bearers elected under the
2014 Electoral Act before 21 March 2020 would
not be affected by its finding despite declaring the
elegtions conducted with EVMs without verifiable
paper tail lavalid,

In a statement jssuetd on Tuesday, Itula said the
Supreme Court’s ruling last week declining their
demand to have the outcome of last year's presi-
dential election nullified was “no ruling in law and
it is a nullity™.

He said the decision of the Supreme Court to
order the ECN and the government only to comply

JUSTICE
FROM PAGE 1

The speed with which state-funded legal
xsalsoaﬂ'ecungzbedehvcxyofjusr;ecm
criminal trials, Shivute said.

He mmzhad. 'l‘bete is lmd!y acriminal
ffence

cused person n does not seek publicly funded
legal representation as they are entitled to
do. The delay associated with that process is
the stuff of nightmares for judicial officers.”

The reasons for these delays include inad-
equate funding for the Ministry of Justice's
Dmaewme of LenlA:d wluch msuhs in it

in the process, he recounted.,

In addition, the police 100 are affected by
‘budget cuts, which have ripple effects, with
the Office of the Prosecutor General not
able to decide whether to prosecute or not
when i dockets are d to
it, and the courts perennially being asked to
Ppostpone matters for further investigations,
the chief justice said.

During 2019, the High Coun’s judges
dealing with criminal matters presided over
160 criminal trials, olwinc.honly 42 were
concluded, Shivute reported.

The High Court’s judges also heard 328
criminal appeals, and finalised 156 criminal

rate of only 20% durlng 2019 was still an
lisation rate of only
6% during 2018 though. he said.

In the district courts, magistrates presi
over 46 460 criminal cases during 2019, of
which 24 256 mauers were concluded, he
also noted,

“As a judiciary, we commit ourselves
to making every effort to work down the
suffocating backlog in the lower courts,”
the chief justice said. “I call upon the other
stakeholders to bring their part.”*

The Office of the Judiciary was allocated
N$368 million in the government’s budget
forthe 2019/20 financial year, Shivute noted.

. a rate
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with the law i the future would be an inj
to him and otirer candidates as well as the voters.

“In none of these examples did any of those
supreme courts do this, In none did they find an
illegality, but then only to stap that in the future
years, for future candidates and future yoters in
future elections, The law must upply,” he said.

Ttula added that; “You and [ hops: for the fature,
but we live now and we sirive now. It is what hap-
pened in November 2019, which took us to court
and zbout which your ¢ty has gohe up. Are we to
be subjected to anpther five years of what we have
endured?” he stressed.

Iula is anquiag that the suggcsuon by the Su-
preme Court that he and other fuled

notbeing able to p:
SlnvumsmL
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That all was later cut to N$360 mil-
lion, of which 78% (mdy N$280 million)
he office’s

Inthe cmnuysregonalcouns.zﬂo

counsel and ask for the services of a new
lawyer, causing delays in trial

dealt with during 2019,
butonly 523 cases were concluded, Shivute
said. The regional courts’ 2019 finalisation

current total oF 718 saff members.

The office currently has a shortfall of
N$4 million in its budget for witness fees,
he also noted.

marriage. countries.
MF:‘,RMH wle;s However,ductotheriseofsham ~ “Cases vary from marriage
marriages, the ministry now finds  officials, including pastors, con-
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riage, foreigners are using the

matters.

strangers,” stated the deputy

that Namibia does not recognise
polygamy, thus a person already
marricd to someone from their
country of origin cannot marry a
Namibian citizen,

The ministry currently has an
admmnmnve process, which

to engage the Electoral C: issi

(ECN) on the implementation of the paper trail
was inconsistent with the law because it was not
argued by the parties.

He said the court failed to raise this issue, upon |
which part of the judgement was based, with the ‘
parties in the matter which should not have been
the case. }
“Itis because the court, in its judgement, promi- |

nently relied on a factor never raised as a defence,
notargued by the partics and not raised in the hear-
ing by the court itself. This factor is the suggested
‘inaction’ by me before I tackled the ECN on 21
October2019, asto where the paper trail was, which
ithad publicly promised, and which is what the Iaw
states must be counted for the results of an el

; " 1and,

terrorist activities, as well as drug

andhavetakenmoamwuphold
the law,” Hinda-Mbuends

opportunity to obtain Namibian "l'thmlsu'yomemAﬂ'm “We have confirmed cases of
passports for malici ith being on Lls of
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des interviews to combat
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marriages, but any other comup-
tion they leam of.
“The Ministry of Home Affairs
and lmmimnon will leave no

trafficking. pastors have been in rc-

“Unfortunately, not every- gards to the sham marriages and  from hell”, but abo © domesuc
one who desires to become a  that the ministry has evidence of abme.humantraﬁ g
Namibian does o with good in- marrisges conducted without the  trafficking.
tentions,” stated Hinda-Mbuende.  pastor secing the two parties in She advised citizens who

According to chapter two, person, suspect lhal their spouse has
article four of the Namibian In2013, Tk ibianrep d them into a iag
Cocmiuﬁon.umewtn"iugood that the ministry of i to contact auth

faith marry a Namibian citizen™

was investigating a Lutheran

who intend to marry should get

10 crack down on
mnumls said Hinda-Mbuende.
In 2015, then minister of
immigration, i livala-
Tthana stated that young women
have misunderstood the concept
of uge which cxposes them

are eligible to become a citizen.

pastor for conducting bogus mar-

and not the " Irula d

He added that the court had no right to ruls on
this issue, as it was not raised by the pacties. “It
[the court] has said so itself, often, in other cases,”
ltulasmued

3orad whath : hal
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trail could also be held against other applicants in
. the matter, denying them their relief to set aside
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by
is in this casc considered a valid

¥
women and men from Arab
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clearance from the Ministry of
Home Affairs and Immigration.
It is also important to note

to the risk of being wsed by for-
eigners in an cffort 1o acquire
Namibian citirznship.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT FOR THE

PROPOSED LUXURY SAFARI HOUSE, COTTAGE AND GLAMPING CAMP UNITS ON
FARM SHANGRI-LA NO. 190, HARDAP REGION

FEBRUARY 2020

BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT

1. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT

The purpose of this Background Information Document (BID) is to brief Interested & Affected
Parties (I&AP’s) and Stakeholders about the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) being
undertaken for the proposed Safari House, Cottage and Glamping Camp Units, in the Hardap
Region.

The BID also provides an opportunity for I&APs to register for the EIA process and to submit any
initial comments or issues regarding the proposed development.

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Infinity Nature Holdings Pty (Ltd). hereafter referred to as the proponent is of the intention to
undertake the following activities:

e Construction and operations of the luxury Safari house, cottage and glamping
camp units.

e Associated bulk services and other support infrastructure will be developed.

In terms of the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of 2007) and Environmental Impact
Assessment Regulations (Government Notice No. 30 of 2012), the following listed activities in
Table 1 apply to the proposed project:

Table 1: List of activities identified in the EIA Regulations which apply to the proposed project

Activity Description: Description of Activity Activities

Activity 8.9 Water Construction and other activities The project entails activities
Resource within a catchment area. that will be undertaken within
Developments a catchment area.

Activity 6 Tourism The construction of resorts, lodges, The project entails the
Development hotels or other tourism and construction of a Safari house,
Activities hospitality facilities cottage and Glamping camp

units.

Activity 11.2 Other
Activities

Construction of camping, leisure
and recreation sites.

The project entails the
construction of camp units.

Activity 10.1 (a)
(Infrastructure)

The construction of -
0il, water, gas and petrochemical
and other bulk supply pipelines

The proposed project includes
the installation of bulk services.

The proponent commissioned this EIA and appointed Matrix Consulting Services to undertake
the necessary activities to enable an application for an Environmental Clearance with the
Environmental Commissioner as prescribed by the Environmental Management Act (No. 7 of
2007) and Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations (Government Notice No. 30 of 2012).
In line with Regulation 21(2) of the mentioned EIA Regulations, this BID is distributed to
potential I&APs as part of the public consultation process for this EIA.

Safari House, Cottage & Glamping Camp Units, Hardap Region Matrix Consulting Services



This Environmental Assessment will therefore be undertaken to determine the potential
environmental and socio-economic impacts associated with the proposed development
activities.

3. DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION

3.1 Locality

The proposed development (24.67934°S; 16.03861°E) is situated on Farm Shangri-La No0.190, in
the Gibeon Constituency of the Hardap Region. See Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Project locations
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4. ENGINEERING SERVICES

The electricity supply to the development will be sourced from renewable energy. Solar power
will provide all of the development’s energy requirements. Water supply will be sourced from
boreholes on the farm and will be reticulated via pipelines to the functions of the development.

Suitable 3-chamber septic tanks with a greywater system will be installed at the development.
The greywater system will divert some wastewater away from the septic tank and use it to
irrigate lawns, gardens, and other landscape features at the project site.

5. THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The development strives to become an eco-tourism attraction, inorder to reduce its
environmental footprint and achieve sustainable economic growth and development. This eco-
retreat destination aims at striking the perfect balance between providing a good safari
experience while treating the environment with respect.

The development is expected to have a significantly low environmental footprint on the natural
environment, due to the size and nature of the proposed establishment. The general biophysical
conditions of the site are predominantly free of sensitive flora and fauna.

6. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROCESS

» Establishing environmental risks of the intended project

Establishing mitigation protocol

Preparing the draft Environmental Assessment Report (EAR) and Environmental
Management Plan (EMP)

Public reviewing of Draft EAR and EMP

Preparing the final EAR & EMP and submitting to MET

Awaiting decision from Authorities

Communicating decision to Interested & Affected Parties

Availing opportunities to Appeal.

Y VY

YV V.V VY

7. PUBLIC MEETING

The Environmental Impact Assessment process involves interaction with people who are
interested in, or who could be affected by the proposed development and/or operational activity
of the proposed establishments. Emails attached with a Background Information Document
(BID) will also be sent out to various potential I&APs and Line Ministries to obtain comments on
the proposed development.

8. ALL STAKEHOLDER/INTERESTED & AFFECTED PARTIES (1&AP)

Public participation process gives you the opportunity to:

» Attend meetings and obtain information about the proposed project
» Raise any environmental issues relating to the project

How can you be involved?

» By responding to the invitation advertised in the newspapers (The Namibian and The
Observer)

» By registering as an I&AP, for your name to be added to our register list

» Submitting your comments or requests in writing

Safari House, Cottage & Glamping Camp Units, Hardap Region Matrix Consulting Services



» By attending the public consultation meeting held during the EIA process

All 1&APs are encouraged to register and raise concerns or provide comments and opinions. All
I&APs will be provided with a Background Information Document (BID) comprising detailed
information for the intended activity and will be informed of the public participation process to
be followed.

A public meeting will be held subject to the interest expressed by the public and stakeholders. All

registered 1&APs will be informed accordingly should the public meeting or open day session be
held.

Should you wish to register as an I&AP and receive a BID, please contact the Matrix Consulting
Services office:

Tel: (+264-61) 224197, Fax: (+264-61) 212165
E-Mail: environment@matrixconsultingcc.com

DEADLINE FOR COMMENTS IS 05 MARCH 2020
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9. REGISTRATION AND COMMENTS

Participant Name: Organization/Affiliations:
Position: Telephone:
Fax: E-Mail:

Please fill in particulars and return completed document to be registered as an Interested &
Affected Parties (I&AP) to:

Postal Address:

Comments/Suggestions and Questions:

Matrix Consulting Services

Tel: +264 61- 224 197

Fax: +264 61 - 212 165

E-Mail: environment@matrixconsultingcc.com
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