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1 INTRODUCTION 
Kachas Industrial T/A Super Sand obtained an environmental clearance certificate on 30 November 
2016 for existing operations which entails the removal of sand from the Fish River close to Seeheim, 

Karas Region. Normal operations associated with the sand mine continued throughout the period of 
validity of the environmental clearance certificate which is attached in Appendix A. Operations mainly 

involve removal of sand deposits from the Fish River. This is done by means of earth moving equipment 
which load sand onto trucks where after the material is transported to a brickfield in Keetmanshoop.  

Geo Pollution Technologies was appointed by Super Sand to present their monitoring results and apply 
for a renewal of the environmental clearance certificate. This report provides a summary of all 
monitoring results for the period December 2016 to November 2019. All the information presented 
herein was provided by Super Sand according to their records.  

2 OPERATIONAL PHASE 
The following operational phase monitoring is based on the requirements of the EMP which was 

approved by the Ministry of Environment and Tourism.  

2.1 EMP Implementation 
This report in itself is a fulfilment of the requirement to document monitoring results. The report 

aims at providing a summary of actions taken during the time of operations linked to the validity 
of the initial environmental clearance certificate. 

2.2 Financial Provision 

Financial planning has enabled continued operations and related rehabilitation initiatives. There 
were no incidents which required additional resources for remediation. No significant rehabilitation 
actions will be required once operations are completed. 

2.3 Recruitment 

All staff employed are Namibian, a portion of which is women. All provisions of the Labour Act 
are met. 

2.4 Stakeholder Communication 

During the initial environmental assessment, consultation with various stakeholders were 

conducted and information about operations provided. No further consultation was required and no 
concerns or comments were received by either Super Sand or the environmental consultant. Any 
person is welcome to contact Super Sand management directly regarding any complaint. 

An access agreement with the local land owner was made and attached in Appendix B. All 
equipment on site is branded with the company logo.  

2.5 Health and Safety 

Super Sand has adopted an Occupational Health and Safety Policy which sets out objectives with 
regards to safety aspects, as well as provide a code of conduct for all employees while detailing 
general safety rules. This policy is attached in Appendix C.  

All personnel are provided with adequate personal protective equipment. A record of provided 
material is kept at the human resources department. A record of PPE provision is attached in 
Appendix D. Random alcohol and drug tests may be conducted at any time to ensure that no 

employees work while under the influence of any substance. All vehicles are roadworthy and have 
been registered with the relevant authorities. All drivers have appropriate driver’s licenses. Vehicles 
are regularly maintained and all loads transported on public roads are covered. No incidents in 
terms of health and safety have occurred.  
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2.6 Waste Management 

All vehicles and machines are washed and serviced on impermeable surfaces equipped with an oil 
/ water separator. Photo 1 depicts this area. Vehicles on site are equipped with drip trays. 
Maintenance records of all vehicles and machines are kept to ensure optimal running condition of 

equipment. Any hazardous waste is kept on site until collected by a waste management company. 
Photo 2 depicts some of the waste storage. The site is kept neat and tidy at all times and no waste 
has ever been burned or buried on site by Super Sand. All waste is contained within the waste 

management area and removed on a regular bases. A disposal certificate is attached in Appendix 
A. All domestic waste is discarded at the Keetmanshoop Municipal waste facility. No waste related 
complaints have been received. 

 
Photo 1. Wash Bay Facility 

 

 
Photo 2. Waste Management Facility 

2.7 Dust and Noise 
No dust or noise related complaints were received. Dust suppression is continually conducted on 

the gravel access road as required. Work hours are kept within the EMP requirements and no work 
is conducted after dark. Photo 3 depicts normal operations with typical dust.  

2.8 Environmental Training and Awareness 

All labourers on site have been made aware of the EMP and certain requirements which have 
bearing on the environment and operations. Staff have been made aware of trees which should not 
be damaged as well as general requirements in terms of waste, health, security and safety.  

2.9 Environmental Conservation 

No protected trees have been removed. No un-authorised movement of staff have been allowed and 
no incidences of poaching have been recorded or reported. 

All access roads have been kept within normal operating standards and no additional roads and 
tracks were created. No sand mining has been, or is conducted outside of demarcated and approved 

areas. All waste is continually removed from site as not to attract vermin and/or cause pollution to 
ecosystems. 

2.10 Social and Cultural Heritage  
No sites of archaeological or heritage importance have been found during operations. 

 
Photo 3. Typical Operational Activity 

 

 
Photo 4. Storage Facility Close to the Site 
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3 REHABILITATION 
The nature of operations are such that continual rehabilitation is conducted while operations are ongoing. 
Therefor no additional financial provision has been allocated. Super Sand has however made provision 
for severance packages for employees in the event of a sudden unexpected closure of operations. 

Mining is conducted in a systematic manner and all uneven piles of unused material is evened out over 
the riverbed. Photo 5 and Photo 6 depicts the levelled areas where rehabilitation was conducted. A sand 
buffer was retained around vegetation as to ensure reduced probability of erosion. 

 
Photo 5. Coarse Material Evened Out Over 

Mined-Out Area 

 

 
Photo 6. Retained Sand Buffer Around 

Vegetation 

4 DECOMMISIONING PHASE 
No decommissioning activities were performed for the reporting period. 

5 CONCLUSION 
For the duration of the validity of the environmental clearance certificate, normal operations associated 
with sand mining continued. No complaints were received from neighbours or community members 
during the reporting period. Operational activities will proceed as normal and additional measures 
considered for improvement of environmental monitoring and protection. 
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Appendix A: Permits and Certificated 

 Ai – Environmental Clearance Certificate 

 Aii – Disposal Certificate  
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Ai – Environmental Clearance Certificate 
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Aii – Disposal Certificate 
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Appendix B: Access Agreement  
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Appendix C: Occupational Health and Safety Policy
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Appendix D: Record of PPE Provision  
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Appendix E: Record Vehicle Service 
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