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PUBLIC AND STAKEHOLDERS’ CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 

Objective of Undertaking Consultation Process  
 
The overall objective of undertaking the public and stakeholder consultation process was to inform all 
the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) about the proposed project activities, disclose the Terms of 
Reference, the assessment and management reports and allow for inputs, comments or objections of 
the proposed 2D/3D seismic survey operations.   
 

Environmental Consultant and Proponent Roles and Responsibilities    
 
Risk-Based Solutions (RBS) had the overall responsibilities for implementing the public and stakeholder 
consultation activities as part of the Scoping, EIA and EMP processes as required by the regulations 
as well as Searcher Geodata UK Ltd corporate requirements.  
 
The RBS Consultant Ms. Emerita Ashipala, Mr. Samson Mulonga, Ms. Ilta Asser, Christine Links and 
Ms. Meriam Kauyama were responsible for the implementation of the consultation process including 
organising and conducting consultation events.  
 
Direct contact and engagement of other marine users such as fisheries, fishing and other marine users 
in Walvis Bay, Swakopmund, Lüderitz, and Henties Bay were undertaken by Mr Percival Anthony 
Rinquest who is a qualified and experienced Marine Mammal Observer (MMO) and Fisheries Liaison 
Officers (FLO) based on Walvis Bay.  
 
Stakeholder communications as well as the review and quality control of all technical reports, document 
and letters were managed by Dr Sindila Mwiya and Dr Vita Stankevica, the Project Directors and Quality 
Control Manager respectively. Searcher Geodata UK Ltd provided all the applicable proposed project 
specific information such as the survey coordinates, boundary, maps, survey vessels/s to be used, 
timing and 2D / 3D seismic survey technical specifications.  
 

Consultation Approach and Implementation     
 
In accordance with provisions of the national regulations and corporate requirements of the Proponent, 
the identification and assessment of stakeholders and issues of importance to them, was key step of 
the EIA Process for the proposed activities. In line with the provisions of the EIA Regulations, 2012, the 
public consultation process was undertaken during the month March 2023. A Stakeholder Registered 
was opened on 23rd March 2023 as required by the Environmental Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 
of 2007) and EIA Regulations, 2012.  During the month March 2023, public notices were published in 
the following local newspapers as required by the Environmental Management Act, 2007, (Act No. 7 of 
2007) and EIA Regulations, 2012 (Figs. 1 - 4): 
 

(i) New Era Daily English Newspaper dated Thursday, 23rd March 2023. 
 

(ii) Market Watch Insert in Allgemeine Zeitung (Namibian German) Daily Newspaper dated Friday, 
31st March 2023. 

 
(iii) Market Watch Insert in Namibian Sun (Namibian English) Daily Newspaper dated Friday, 31st 

March 2023, and. 
 

(iv) Market Watch Insert in Republikein (Afrikaans Newspaper) Daily Newspaper dated Friday, 31st 
March 2023. 

 
The deadline for registration and submission of inputs, comments or objection was Friday, 14th April 
2023 (Figs. 1-4). Public notices were also placed at the following key multiple strategic locations in the 
towns of Henties Bay, Swakopmund, Walvis Bay and Lüderitz (Plates 1-3).  
 

(i) Henties Bay Public Notices placed at the Henties Bay Municipality Public Notice Board and the 
University of Namibia, Dr Sam Nujoma Campus Public Notice Board (Plate 1).  
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(ii) Swakopmund Public Notices placed at the Erongo Regional Council Offices, Swakopmund 

Municipality public notice board, Woermann Brock Mondesa Shopping Complex Notice Board 
and Woermann Brock Town Centre Shopping Complex Notice Board (Plate 2), and. 
 

(iii) Walvis Bay Public Notices placed at Walvis Bay Municipality Main Building Entrance, Walvis 
Bay Municipality Library, TotalEnergies Services Station Notice Board, and Woermann Brock 
Town Centre Shopping Complex Notice Board (Plate 3). 

A public meeting was planned in Swakopmund during the month of March 2023 but no public interest / 
number of registered stakeholders expressed the interest to attend. 
 
Table 1 provides detailed information on the timing and type of activities that have been undertaken as 
part of the environmental assessment process during the months of March and April 2023.  
 

Interested and Affected Party Disclosures / Requirements   
 
All the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) requesting for registration were asked to discloses their 
interest as provided for in the EIA Regulations, 2012, Regulation 23 (1), (b) which states as follows:   
 

(1) A registered interested or affected party is entitled to comment in writing, on all written 
submissions made to the Environmental Commissioner by the applicant responsible for the 
application, and to bring to the attention of the Environmental Commissioner any issues which 
that party, believes may be of significance to the consideration of the application, as long as: 
 
(a) the interested and affected party discloses any direct business, financial, personal, or other 

interest which that party may have in the approval or refusal of the application. 

Registered interested or affected parties were given the opportunity to comment in writing, on all written 
submissions made to the Environmental Commissioner by the applicant responsible for the application, 
and to bring to the attention of the Environmental Commissioner any issues which any party, believed 
may be of significance to the consideration of the application, subject to the comments being submitted 
within seven (7)  days of notification of an application or receiving access to a scoping report or an 
assessment report. or the interested and affected party discloses any direct business, financial, 
personal or other interest which that party may have in the approval or refusal of the application. 
 

Consultations Outcomes and Recommendations   
 

No written objections to the proposed 2D / 3D seismic survey operations in Lüderitz and Walvis Basins, 
offshore Namibia have been received during the consultation process undertaken during the months 
March and April 2023 and details of all the public and stakeholder consultations and communications 
send out and received.  
 
It is important that all the registered stakeholders and especially all the other marine users including all 
the key fishing companies and associations, petroleum operators / PEL holders, Debmarine and 
Namdeb Diamond Exploration and Mining company, other marine minerals exploration companies  and 
key marine Government regulators (Ministry of Mines and Energy, Ministry of Environment, Forestry 
and Tourism, Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources and Ministry of Works and Transport) are 
notified before the implementation of each of the proposed 2D / 3D seismic survey event operations by 
Searcher.   
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Table 1: Detailed activities and timing of Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) consultation process. 

 

 

BID, SCOPING, EIA AND EMP PROJECT CONSULTATION ACTIVITIES 

 

SCOPING STAGE 

INFORMATION 

TO DISCLOSED 

STAKEHOLDER 

TARGET GROUP 

RESPONSIBILITY 

ACTIVITIES 2023 

MAR  APR MAY JUN 

1. Project screening       

2. Prepared Summarised Background Information Document (BID) and Scoping     

3. Prepared Public Advert      

4. Opened a Stakeholder Register and updated continuously     

5. Directly contact and engage the key Interested and Affected Parties especially 
other marine users such as fisheries and fishing companies 

    

6. Registered the project with the Environmental Commissioner in the Ministry of 
Environment Forestry and Tourism (MEFT) via Ministry of Mines and Energy 

    

7. Twenty (21) days of public and stakeholder consultations from the date of 1st 
publication. Public notices published in the New Era Daily (English) Newspaper, 
Market Watch of the Namibian Sun (English), Republikein (Afrikaans Newspaper) 
and Allgemeine Zeitung (Namibian German Newspaper) during the month of 
March 2023. Public notices place at the following strategic places:  
(i) Henties Bay Public Notices placed at the Henties Bay Municipality Public 

Notice Board and the University of Namibia, Dr Sam Nujoma Campus Public 
Notice Board.  

(ii) Swakopmund Public Notices placed at the Erongo Regional Council Offices 
entrance doors, Swakopmund Municipality public notice board, Woermann 
Brock Mondesa Shopping Complex Notice Board and Woermann Brock 
Town Centre Shopping Complex Notice Board, and. 

(iii) Walvis Bay Public Notices placed at Walvis Bay Municipality Main Building 
Entrance, Walvis Bay Municipality Library, TotalEnergies Services Station 
Notice Board, and Woermann Brock Town Centre Shopping Complex 
Notice Board. 

Public meeting planned in Swakopmund during the month of March 2023 but no 

public interest / number of registered stakeholders willing to attend.  

    

8. Prepared Final Scoping / BID, Draft EIA and EMP Report      

9. Conducted additional stakeholder consultation activities with respect to the 
disclosure of the prepared reports to be submitted to the Environmental 
Commissioner in MEFT 

    

10. Updated the Draft EIA and EMP Reports as may be applicable based on the 
inputs and comments obtained during the public and stakeholder consultation 
process          

    

11. Submitted the Application for ECC to the Environmental Commissioner 
supported by the final EIA and EMP Reports 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Background 
Information 
Document 
(BID) 
summarising 
the proposed 
project  

 

 

2. Draft EIA and 
EMP inclusive 
of specialist 
studies to be 
undertaken 
 

 

3. Final EIA and 
EMP Reports   

 

 

 

 

 

1. Namibia central 
government 
ministries. 

2. Namibia regional 
government. 

3. Namibia local 
government. 

4. Other key 
government organs 
of State, and. 

5. Namibia state 
owned enterprises 

6. Fisheries / marine 
related associations 
/ bodies. 

7. Business (Private 
sector) organisation 
associations / 
bodies. 

8. Project contractors 
and business 
partners 

9. National Non-
Governmental 
Organisations 
(NGOs) and 
Community Based 
Organisations 
(CBOs). 

10. Regional/ local 
bodies / initiatives 
(such as Benguela 
Current 
Commission (BCC) 

11. Interested and 
Affected Parties 
(I&AP) / Public  

 

 

 

 

 

 

❖ Risk-Based 
Solutions 
(RBS) will 
undertake the 
activities on 
behalf of 
Searcher 
 

❖ Searcher will 
provide all the 
applicable 
proposed 
project survey 
coordinates, 
boundary, 
maps, survey 
vessels/s to be 
used, and the 
proposed 
2D/3D seismic 
surveys 
technical 
specifications 
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Figure 1: Copy of the Public Notice Advert No. 1 published in the New Era Daily English 
Newspaper dated Thursday, 23rd March 2023 
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Figure 2: Copy of the Public Notice Advert No. 2 published in the Market Watch Insert in 
Namibian Sun (Namibian English) Daily Newspaper dated Friday 31st March 
2023. 
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Figure 3: Copy of the Public Notice Advert No. 2 published in the Market Watch Insert in 
Namibian Sun (Namibian English) Daily Newspaper dated Friday 31st March 
2023. 
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Figure 4: Copy of the Public Notice Advert No. 2 published in the Market Watch Insert in 
Namibian Sun (Namibian English) Daily Newspaper dated Friday 31st March 
2023. 
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Plate 1: Henties Bay Public Notices placed at the Henties Bay Municipality Public 
Notice Board (top image), and University of Namibia, Dr Sam Nujoma 
Campus Public Notice Board (bottom right image).   
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Plate 2: Swakopmund Public Notices placed at the Erongo Regional Council Offices 
(top left image), Swakopmund Municipality public notice board (top right 
image), Woermann Brock Mondesa Shopping Complex Notice Board 
(bottom left image) and Woermann Brock Town Centre Shopping Complex 
Notice Board (bottom left image insert). 
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Plate 3: Walvis Bay Public Notices placed at Walvis Bay Municipality Main Building 
Entrance (bottom left image), Walvis Municipality Library (top right image), 
Woermann Brock Town Centre Shopping Complex (bottom left image) and 
TotalEnergies Service Station (bottom right image).   

 


